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PREFACE, 


This thirty-second issue of the annual Labour Report, containing a 
digest of labour statistics, is an abridged war-time edition. The volume 
relates to the two years 1941 and 1942 and omits a considerable number of 
pages of standing matter, which can readily be found in the thirty-first 
issue for the year 1940. In view of the shorts age of staff and paper, insertion 
of an account of war-time organization of labour, etc., has been deferred 
until the next issue. 


While the form of the present issue leaves much to be desired, the changes 
have resulted in economies of material and manpower. 


The tables and pages in this issue have been gee d to agree generally 


with those appearing in issue No. 31 for 1940. Each such page bears two 
numbers—that at the top is scence with the numbering of issue No. 31 
while that at the bottom of each page (in brackets) runs through the present 
issue in sequence. 


S. R. CARVER, 
Acting Commonwealth Statistician. 


Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 


Canberra, A.C.T., 19th August, 1943. 
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the year 1917, and comparing the shaded and blank sections with the scale, it will be observed that 
about 870,000 working days were lost in Manufacturing and Building, over 1,300,000 in Mining, over 
2,300,000 in Transport, ani about 150,000 in other industries. 
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EXPLANATION.—The index-numbers in the above graph are for the Six Capital Cities as a whole, with the exception of those for Wholesale Prices which are for 
Melbourne. They are all calculated to the common base 1911 = 1,000, the scale for which appears on the left of the graph. They are shown guarterly from 


1912 to 1939 and thereafter annually in the case of the Wholesale Prices (M 
and miscellaneous household expenditure) are shown quarterly from 1925. 


elbourne). The “ C ” Series Retail Prices (food, groceries, rent of 4 and 5 rooms, clothing 
Nominal Wages are shown quarterly from 1914, and Real Wages quarterly from 1925. 





Reta Prices anp Pricr INDEXES. I 


CHAPTER I.—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.. 


The methods used in collection and compilation of Retail Prices and 
Retail Price Index-numbers of Australia were fully described on pages I to 
g and 25 to 27 of Labour Report No. 31 of 1940. 





Under war-time conditions scarcity of certain types of goods, erratic 
supply and changes of grade due to standardization have created unusual 
difficulty in obtaining the data necessary for measuring variations in prices. 
In some instances, this has rendered it necessary to substitute new grades, 
qualities or types of articles for those formerly used as indicators of changes 
in price. This has been the case more particularly in the clothing, household 
drapery and household utensils sections of the index. Substitutions of 
similar kind were necessary at times under normal conditions in order to 
meet changes of fashion and usage. In themselves, such substitutions are 
not injurious to the index provided the transitional difficulties can be solved 
as they arise. No change in principle is involved. The index continues to 
measure, as accurately as may be, price variations, and price variations only. 
Just as in the pre-war period, application of multipliers (called “ orafting 
factors ”’) serves to neutralize those differences in prices which are solely due: 
to substitution of a new item for one which has ceased to be available or in: 
common use. The net effect of this process is that the price of the old item 
is taken as typical of price variation in its class up to the time of substitution, 
and the prices of the new item as typical of such changes in price thereafter. 
The statement of facts and principles in Sub-section 3 on page 5, Sub-section 
9 on page 8 and Section 8 on pages 25 to 27 of the Labour Report for 1940 
remains unaltered. 


The retail price indexes are designed to measure changes in price levels 
only. While they may be used as indicating changes in cost of a constant 
standard of living they do not measure the absolute cost of any standard of 
living nor the cost of changes in the standard of living. In other words,, 
they measure as nearly as may be the proportionate change in the aggregate: 
cost of specified quantities of a “‘ regimen’ of 161 items which commonlv- 
enter into household expenditure and, pro tanto, into the cost of living. ; 


In order to fulfil the purpose of measuring changes in price levels eacl» 
item in the index is given a “ weight’ or “ mass unit ”’ proportionate to. 
average usage in a selected representative period. So long as these 
“weights ” are approximately correct relatively, the absolute magnitude of’ 
each is not significant for the purpose of measuring variations in the price 
level. (See paragraph 3 on page 5 of Labour Report No. 31 for 1940.) In 
normal times, popular usage of items in general consumption changes slowly 
and the weight of items and groups in the regimen is changed only at long 
intervals. In war-time scarcity of supplies of some goods, rationing and 
kindred factors actually produce substantial changes in usage both long term 
and short term. The weights of the retail price indexes have not been changed’ 
and continue as in pre-war years. Although substantial variation. in 
weighting of such items as clothing (sales of which have been reduced 
substantially by rationing) would make noticeable difference in the course 
of the index from year to year, tests show that it would not make as much 
difference as is commonly supposed. 


(1p 


IA Reratt Prices AND PRICE INDEXEs. 


The price index, as published, measures the aggregate variation in prices 
of the regimen of items adopted in peace-time in peace-time proportions. 
It might be desirable at some stage to compile an index to measure variations 
in the price level on the basis of war-time consumption. These are alternative 
methods of comparison each presenting part of the picture of price changes. 

Various Series of Retail Price Index-Numbers.—Two main series of retail 
price index-numbers are compiled and shown in some detail in the following 
pages, viz. :— 

(i) the ““B” Series relating orly to food, groceries and housing, con- 
tinuously available since 1907. 

(ii) the All Items (“C” Series) relatirg to food, groceries, housing, 
clothing, household drapery and utensils, fuel and light, and 
other miscellaneous items of household expenditure, continuously 
available from I914. 


The “ B” Series comprises only the food, groceries and housing sections of 
the All Items (“‘ C ” Series) index. Reference to the ‘‘ A”’ Series (no longer 
compiled) is made in Section 3 (1) hereof and to the “A” and “ D ” Series, 
the “Court” Series and various other series on pages 28 to 30 of Labour 
Report No. 31 for 1940. 


Although considerable space is given herein to the “ B”’ Series index- 
numbers, reference to them should be made only in respect of the movement 
in prices in the three sections (food, groceries and rent) which they embrace. 


The “ C ” Series in total provides a reliable measure of aggregate variations 
in retail prices as well as of group indexes for component sections. This 
index is compiled for :— 

(a) the capital city of each of the six States, 

(b) four other principal towns in each of the six States, 

(c) weighted average of five towns (including capital city) in each of the 
six States, 

(d) weighted average for the six capital cities combined, 

(e) weighted average for the 30 towns (including capital cities). 


This index forms the basis of the “ Court ” Series Index used by the 
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration for the “cost of 
living” adjustments of wages covered by awards made by the Court. 


The aggregate indexes for periods 1914 to 1942 are published in summary 
form on page 20 hereof. The relevant index-numbers at certain significant 
turning points since November, 1914 (the earliest date for which this index 
is available), are shown below :— 


Aut Irems (“C” Serres) Rerart PrRIcE InDEX-NUMBERS. 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF Six CapiTaL CITIES. 
(Base : 1923-27 = 1,000.) 


1914, November... .. 687 (Beginning of War I.) 
1918, November ~ ae go5 (End of War I.) 

1920, November ae .. 1,166 (Post-War peak) 

1929, Year.. os .. 1,033 (Pre-Depression peak) 
1933, Year.. = : 804 (Depression trough) 
1939, September Quarter ase 916 (Pre-War I.) 

1943, March Quarter .. 1,123 (Pre-Price Stabilization). 


(2) 








Foop, Grocertgs anp Rent (B” Sertes) INpEX or Rerait PRICES. 


“Group ’’ Retail Price Index-Numbers. 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF Srx CaprraL Crriss. 


(Base of each Group : 1923-27 = 1,000.) 





Rent. | Clothing. pa All Groups. 


| 
Food and | 
| Groceries. | 
| 





1914—November ae O41 | 7 749 687 
1918— . as 861 | § 1,097 905 
1920— oF Ag 1,209 | 365 1,194. 1,166 
1929— Year te Ave | 1,044 3073 | 1,007 1,033 
1933— 5; we ee 751 3 950 804 
1939—September Quarter | 920 | 33 961 916 
1943—March Quarter at || 1,040 | 1,409 1,149 1,123 











§ 3. The Food, Groceries and Rent (“B” Series) Index of 
Retail Prices. 


1. General,—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the 
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses. It was first compiled in respect of the year 
1925, and index-numbers were retrospectively computed for the several 
earlier years shown below. It was designed to replace the “ A ” series index 
(food, groceries and rent of all houses), which was the original index first 
compiled by this Bureau in 1912. Owing, however, to the continued use 
of the latter index by Industrial Tribunals for the purpose of adjusting 
wages to variations in retail prices, the “ B” series index never replaced the 
“A” series* in this connexion. 


2. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities, 1907 to 1942,—Index- 
numbers computed separately for each section of the regimen, and the 
weighted average for all sections together, for the capital city of each 
State are shown in the next table. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities. (“¢B Series.) 


The index-numbers given in the separate sections of the table cannot be compared with each other in 

er to show the relative cost of housing and food and groceries, since each section or combination has 
its own base, viz., the weighted average cost for the six capital cities taken together during the five-yearly 
period 1923-1927 for that section or combination. 





* The compilation of this index was discontinued after June quarter, 1938. 








Foop, Grocertes AND Rent (“B” Surres) [INDEX OF RetTait PRICES. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities—‘‘B ’’ Series—continued. 
(Base of each Section: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 





TOWN. 1907. | IgII. rou. | 1921. | 1938. | 1939. | 1940. | 1941. | 1942. 





SECTION A.—GROCERIES. 

7 
Sydney 6 56 574 627 | 1,115 &R7 994 989 
Melbourne ae a0 521 562 1,070 835 957 924 
Brisbane ete we 614 607 1,105 871 944 957 
Adelaide oe ae 541 598 1,076 831 939 932 
Perth sie ar 720 628 | 1,103 897 966 983 
Hobart ae sie 566 604 | 1,087 874 947 950 





Weighted Average (a) .. 564 599 1,093 864 969 958 
SEcTION B.—DaIRY PRODUCE. 








Sydney ve ate 551 574 656 1,080 850 851 863 
Melbourne oe - 571 567 635 | 1,087 861 885 880 893 
Brisbane ate AG 495 581 588 983 791 793 800 808 
Adelaide ae ne 548 651 705 | 1,018 802 800 800 798 
Perth . 709 733 735 | 3,152 864 870 873 878 
iHobart a0 oe 564 587 695 1,091 802 844 855 873 





“Weighted Average (a) .. 563 591 654 1,072 843 853 857 862 
SrcTion C.—MEAT. 








“Bydney Se ae 519 501 668 960 969 935 1,008 
Melbourne at ae 557 485 663 | 1,030 960 968 | 1,028 
Brisbane a eva 535 488 610 897 834 822 898 
Adelaide a 40 553 541 784 | 1,095 950 929 972 
Perth ae BA 789 824 88x I,103 926 958 | 1,026 

‘Hobart M6 56 668 638 780 1,244 957 961 1,041 








‘Weighted Average (a) .. 558 522 69r I,010 948 936 1,002 
Srcrions A, B AND C COMBINED.—FOOD AND GROCERIES. 








Sydney oe a6 §23 553 646 | 1,062 904 936 
‘Melbourne ae ie 517 523 610 | 1,063 884 942 
Brisbane aie ve 530 569 603 | 1,014 838 864 
Adelaide 55 rcs 532 570 679 1,066 861 807 
Perth ate as 670 753 728 1,166 899 938 
Hobart oD An 565 592 678 1,133 880 923 

















Weighted Average (a) .. 533 559 640 1,064 886 927 





SEcTION D.—HOvsING (4 AND 5 ROOMS). 





Sydney ae ais 593 7or 760 989 | 1,004 | 1,035 | 1,042 
Melbourne he Pg 455 569 628 820 935 955 969 
Brisbane he as 283 373 466 630 841 854 857 
Adelaide ar an $10 706 655 809 868 888 892 
Perth PS ee 458 524 589 739 872 881 882 
Hobart ae ate 405 452 518 881 913 925 933 





“Weighted Average (a) .- 497 612 662 862 942 965 973 





ALL SECTIONS COMBINED.—-FOOD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 





“Sydney 5 ° 548 606 687 | 1,036 941 972 985 992 
Melbourne ao ae 495 539 616 977 902 945 953 963 
Brisbane we 3 442 500 554 877 838 858 875 889 
Adelaide aa ne 524 618 671 975 862 801 _ 895 899 
Perth ete at 594 672 679 982 887 oI4 921 941 
Hobart AG oe 508 542 621 | 1,044 891 922 938 953 





Weighted Average (a) .. 520 578 648 992 906 939 950 956 





(a) For Six Capital Cities. 

3. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, 1938 to 1942.—The 
following tables give index-numbers representing the variations in the prices 
of food and groceries (41 commodities) in 30 of the more important towns at 
yearly, quarterly and monthly intervals. In addition, index-numbers 
are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly variations 
in house rents (4 and 5-rooms) and in the combined prices of food, groceries 


and housing. 


(4) 








Foop, Groceries AND Reyt (“‘B” Serres) InpEx or Rerarm Priczs. It 


Retail Price Index-Numbers (‘‘ B ’’ Series). 
(Base of each Section (a) : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 











NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 
Period. : | 3 ; < , 
-| 318] €| ¢ lee Elal|el eld Bes 
S é 8 5 5 |2%e 8 2 A=) & g 2s 
a 2 a = a |mam a s cS 2 Ea [Es 
Bl sé g | = |ss4] 3 a] 2] € | 43 \sss 
a z a ic) a |Paz| 3 ma! -~ o |ES bab 





FooD AND GROCERIES. 





1,069 | 1,003 951 958 947 | 935 949 939 955 946 









































1938 at 904 925 | 1,092 933 | 898} 909 884 882 889 889 891 884 
1939 0 936 | 965 |1,106 | 991 | 940] 942] 942] 939] 930] 946] 955] 942 
1940 oe 952 985 
I94I 5 962 | 1,000 | 1,134 | 1,010 955 969 943 930 954 928 946 942 
1942 1,040 | 1,074 | 1,244 | 1,095 | 1,033 | 1,047 | 1,042 | 1,017 | 1,038 | 1,002 | 1,018 | 1,03 
1941 Mar.Qtr.}] 982 | 1,014 | 1,152 | 1,016 967 988 949 936 953 940°] 951 948 
June ,, 949 | 992 | 1,133 |1,007 | 954 938 | 923 | 943 | 918 | 941 | 937 
Sept. ,, 947 987 | 1,114 | 1,000 | 941 937 926 949 919 941 936 
Dec. ,, 969 | 1,006 | 1,135 | 1,017 956 | 949 | 936 970 933 949 948 
| ke x | a . ss 
1942 Mar. Qtr.J 1,005 |1,046 | 1,187 | 1,063 | 1,001 | 1,012 989 | 973 | 1,010 963 985 988 
June ,, 1,034 | 1,079 | 1,256 | 1,093 | 1,036 | 1,042 | 1,036 |I,004 | 1,032 995 | 1,006 | 1,033 
| | 
1941. | | 
January I,005 | 1,025 | 1,160 | 1,028 | 980 | 1,009 969 958 968 956 968 968 
February ,, 973 | 1,013 | 1,15r | 1,012 962 | 943 | 928 950 936 948 943 
March ” 968 | 1,004 | 1,145 | 1,008 | 958 | 935 | 923] 942] 928] 938} 935 
April Ms 963 999 | 1,147 | 1,011 | 961 | 946 923 946 27 943 O44 
May ” 948 | 993 | 1,131 | 1,008 | 955 | 956] 936] 924 | 942] 919] 943] 935 
June rh 936 983 | 1,121 | 1,002 946 944 932 g2r 941 908 939 931 
July a 941 982 | 1,115 | 1,001r 941 948 925 | 916 940 908 | 936 925 
August 945 983 |1,11r | 1,000 | 938 | 952 940 930 953 921 943 939 
September .. 955 996 |1,116 | 1,001 | 942 962 945 93t 956 927 944 O44 
October 968 | 1,006 | 1,122 | 1,009 | 949 | 974 949 934 969 933 948 948 
November .. 965 | 1,004 |} 1,135 |1,015 | 951 | 972 944 | 935 969 930 949 | 944 
December 973 |1,009 | 1,148 | 1,029 968 | 980 953 | 939 973 937 951; 952 
1942 | | | | 
January 987 | 1,031 | 1,167 | 1,047 | 981 | 994 970 963 | 1,000 954 975 970 
February 1,006 | 1,049 | 1,178 | 1,057 | 1,001 | 1,013 990 | 975 | 1,008 962 986 | 989 
March 1,021 | 1,057 | 1,216 | 1,086 | 1,021 | 1,028 | 1,008 980 | 1,022 974 995 | 1,006 
April 1,035 | 1,075 | 1,253 | 1,093 | 1,036 | 1,043 | 1,018 995 | 1,028 984 | 1,005 | 1,016 
May I,03I | 1,071 |r 1,093 | 1,036 | 1,039 | 1,026 | 992 | 1,027 987 | 1,001 | 1,023 
June 1,035 | 1,074 | 1,260 | 1,094 | 1,035 | 1,943 1,063 | 1,024 | 1,040 | 1,014 | 1,012 | 1,059 








Hovsine—(4 AND 5 ROOMS). 





| 
1938 ++ | 1,004 860 822 | 935 695 709 851 915 917 
aS 890 843 955 | 714] 731 | 876] 921 | 938 


730 | 873 985 
1939 1,035 764 | 871 | 1,015 5 
1940 ++ [1,042 goo | 778 872 845 | 1,923 969 705 735 884 | 933 | 950 
1941 ++ [1,043 gor 773 879 845 | 1,024 975 706 738 892 939 956 
758 881 844 | 1,024 975 709 742 890 937 956 


1942 1,043 902 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 
June ,, 
Sept. ,, 
Dee. ,, 





976 | 705 | 737} 892] 938] 957 
974 | 705 | 737] 892] 939] 956 
975 705 | 737 | 892] 939] 956 
975 | 708 | 739} 891] 941 | 956 


1,043 gor 
1,043 gor 
1,043 | gor 
1,044 | 902 


NNN 
i a 
Onno 
@ 00 Go Co 
DOO) 
oOnon 
oo 
- 
an 
HHH 
ooo°o 
RKHHR 
apf 


0 00 CO Oo 
+ 
uw 





975 708 741 890 | 942 957 


1942 Mar. Qtr. 
975 | 709 | 742} 890] 936] 956 


June ,, 


1,045 go2 
1,043 go2 


i 
a 
a) 
oo 
OO 
m 
p00 
= 
> 
MH 
ne 
Camnoal 


881 844 


a 
} 






























































A FooD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 
1938 ate 941 898 948 908 867 937 902 808 817 872 898 895 
1939 -» | 972] 934] 970] 942 | 900] 969] 945] 849] 851} 917] 940] 938 
1940 os 985 | 950] 953] 950] 908 | 980] 953 | 843] 864] 915 | 944] 946 
1941 -. | 992 | 959 | 99% | 957] 910 | 988 | 953 | 84z | 868) 912} 941} 946 
1942 .. [1,039 | 1,005 | 1,052 | 1,009 957 | 1,036 | 1,014 894 920 956 984 | 1,005 
1941 Mar. Qtr.J 1,003 | 968 | 1,004 | 959] 917] 999] 957] 844] 867] 919] 944] 950 
June ,, 984 | 954] 9909} 955] 909] 981] 950| 836] 861} 906] 938] 942 
Sept. ,, 983 | 951 | 978] 952] 90 | 979] 949] 838] 865 | 906] 938] 942 
Dee. ,, 996 | 963 | 990] 962] 911 | 992] 957| 845 | 878] 915 | 944] 949 
1942 Mar, Qtr.| 1,018 987 | 1,020 990 937 | 1,015 982 867 903 933 966 974 
June ,, 1,035 | 1,007 | 1,060 | 1,008 959 | 1,033 | 1,010 887 g16 952 976 | 1,001 





(a) See explanatory note on page 9. 


(8) 





Foop, Grocertes AND Rent (“ B” Serres) INDEX oF KETAIL PRICES. 


__ Retail Price Index-Numbers (** B *? Series)—continued. 
(Base of each Section (a): Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 





QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 





Period. 


Brisbane. 
Rockhamp- 
ton. 
Townsville. 
Bundaberg. 
Weighted 
Average, 
Queensland. 
Adelaide. 
Kadina, 
Moonta, and 
Wallaroo. 
Port Pirie. 
Mt. Gambier. 
borough. 
Weighted 
Average, 
S.A. 


Toowoomba. 
Peter- 





FooD AND GROCERIES. 


931 4 846 861 900 
961 872 897 981 
969 3 896 900 5 976 
981 958 915 905 ,005 977 


1,048 979 | 1,012 1,056 





Mar. Qtr. 33 1,004 9 936 918 980 
June ,, 5 972 5 904 897 970 
Sept. ,, 4 é 895 891 964 
Dec. ,, 967 924 915 5 995 





Mar. Qtr. fe) ‘ 975 956 5 1,013 
June ,, 5 | 2,05: 5 968 | 1,014 5 1,054 








1941, ' 
January... 6 3 959 908 : 7 984 
February .. 9 930 926 980 
March 3 5 920 920 Q 977 
April x 3 E 915 908 968 
May a 5 904 895 974 
June a 948 893 889 A 968 
July oF 385 3 891 884 963 
August ee 3 894 890 3 O61 
September .. 8096 48 goo 900 968 
October a0 i 915 905 973 
November .. C 7 924 gI2 1023 1,006 
December .. 3 L 934 927 a 1,005 





1942. : 
January ae ; 965 936 
February .. 3,025 ; 978 954 
March Sle 1,037 :03 983 978 
April i 1,049 :03 980 } 1,008 
May ae 94 1,055 5 959 | 1,013 
June ta 1,054 4 9635 | 1,022 











HOUSIN: AND 5 ROOMS). 








1938 5 y 857 626 828 868 843 
1939 oa 854 861 640 840 888 862 
1940 Ate 857 5 861 642 843 892 866 
1941 a 860 5 7' 863 647 846 893 7d 867 
1942 aye 862 865 655 849 893 866 








1941 Mar. Qtr 859 3 861 643 845 893 866 
June ,, 860 861 642 846 893 867 
Sept. ,, 859 864 649 846 893 4 5 866 
Dee: ., 860 55 864 653 847 893 63 | 867 











19;2 Mar. Qtr.} 861 35 866 655 848 892 | 8 71 71 c 866 
June ,, 862 35, 865 652 849 893 30 713 715 5 866 





FooD, GROCERIES AND HOUSING. 








1938 Ye 825 goo 781 837 862 
1939 on 843 920 804 858 891 
54 


foo} 
nw 
oo 


1940 925 817 873 895 
1941 863 933 835 886 899 
1942 878 963 


1941 Mar, Qtr. 
June ,, 
Sept. ,, 
ect 55 


on 
No 
NO 


90! 974 





874 946 3 906 
859 927 9g 7 804 
853 2 37. 890 
866 ¢ 3 904 


mH OD 
OI ad 
AAnn 








907 k 2 929 


1942 Mar. Qtr. 
goo ¢ 964 


June ,, 


wo 
wD 
mu 






































(a) See note on page 9g. 





Foop, Grocrrizs AND Rent (‘“‘B” Serres) INpEx or Rerari Priczs. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers (‘‘ B ’’ Series)—continued. 
of each Section (a): Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 








WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 





Period. 


Kalgoorlie 
Bunbury. 
Geraldton. 
Weighted 
Average, 

W.A. 

Launceston, 
Devonport. 
Queenstown. 
Weighted 
Average, 
Tasmania. 
Welghted Average, 
6 Capital Cities. 
Welghted Average, 
30 Towns, 
Australla 


Hobart. 





hy 











1942 Mar. Qtr. {| 992 | 1,15 ,05 1,008 | 1,017 | 1,005 | 1,009 978 | 1,014 | 1, 5049 | 1,001 


991 
June ,, 1,028 > A 1,037 1,045 304 1,036 | 1,006 1,040 A 5 1,028 


1,025 





GROCERIES. 
1941. 


3 ae 899 ; 5 918 2 880 889 916 889 
ac 938 | 1,092 967 4 95 923 | 914] 941 925 
4 a 949 | I,104 969 95 944 933 961 945 939 
4 are o8r 2158 2 996 | I,00) 970 g5I 999 303 968 
-» 71,029 | f, ; 1,034 | 1,043 1,047 | 1,008 | 1,055 MW 035 | I, 03 
1941 Mar. Qtr.| 955 | 1,15 H 981 985 972 972 952 995 6 971 958 
June ,, 997 518 305 I,003 | 1,002 sOI2 958 950 997 5 961 939 
January .. 948 | 1,14: , 979 982 964 978 956 | 1,006 | 1,002 976 


975 
953 
947 
949 
938 
eee 


Sept. ,, 989 3136 996 | 1,002 ‘A 964 942 999 960 936 

Dec. ,; 982 I I,005 | 1,009 996 986 958 | 1,004 2 z 980 954 
February .. 953 | 1,163 : 979 982 97 980 950 984 974 
964 | 1, F 986 | 991 3 958 | 951 | 997 | 962 

984 | 1, 304 999 997 | I, 966 | 956] 996 969 

1,006 : 1,007 | 1,003 A 953 957 | 1,001 961 

1,003 | 1,14 ,05I | 1,002 | 1,007 | 1, 953 | 936] 995 952 

995 | 1,12 , 998 | 1,005 | 1,005 954 942 997 955 

988 | 1,14 ’ 993 | 995 | 1, 961 | 942] 998 959 

September .. 984 | 1, ; 997 | 1,005 7 975 943 | 1,001 967 

October ake 990 | 1,14 5 1,005 | 1,010 | 1, 985 954 | 1,010 ; 978 

November .. 981 : A 1,010 | 1,009 995 984 952 999 8 977 

December .. 974 5 i I,000 | 1,007 989 990 966 | 1,002 : 985 


936 
943 
952 
950 
958 





1942. 
January .. 982 | 1, 304 5 1,008 996 | 1,002 974 | 1,004 ¢ 995 
February .. 992 5145 : ‘ I,01g | 1,005 ] 1,011 975 | 1,015 A I,00I 
1,002 | 1, ; : 1,024 | 1,015 | 1,013 985 | 1,022 | 1,013 1,006 
1,016 | 1,16. A 3 I,03I | 1,029 | 1,029 | 1,000 | 1,028 | 1,02 1,021 
1,028 | 1, : A 1,052 | 1,040 | 1,037 | 1,004 | 1,038 | 1,032 1,027 
1,041 | 1, K F 1,051 | 1,052 | 1,043 | 1,014 | 1,054 | 1, 1,035 


974 
99r 
1,007 
1,019 
1,019 
1,036 

















HovsIne—({4 AND 5 ROOMS). 


872 | 1,319 | 879 | 994 |1,055 | 911 913 | 838 875 942 925 
881 | 1,318 886 | 1,005 | 1,064 919 925 851 887 965 947 
882 | 1,315 | 890 | 1,003 | 1,066 | 920} 933 | 856 893 973 955 


883 | 1,308 894 | 1,001 | 1,068 921 933 859 895 976 958 
885 | 1,167 879 983 | 1,062 910 933 860 895 976 957 


1941 me Qtr.] 882 | 1,313 893 | 1,000 | 1,066 920 933 858 2 7 2 894 976 958 
June ,, 883 | 1,311 893 | 1,002 | 1,066 920 933 858 2 894 976 958 
Sept. ,, 884 | 1,399 | 894 | 1,000 | 1,069 | 921 933 | 859 895 976 958 
Dec. ,, 884 |1,299 | 895 | 1,000 | 1,070 | 921 933 | 859 895 976 958 


958 
957 











1942 Mar. Qtr.] 884 | 1,222 896 999 | 1,070 915 933 860 895 


977 
June ,, 885 | 1,176 898 983 | 1,060 gi2 933 860 7 8905 


976 





Foon, GROCERIES AND Hovusrna. 


887 945 974 909 891 867 880 900 882 906 902 
914 979 | 990| 936] 922] 887/| 808 933 | 908 | 939 | 935 
92 979 | 995 | 943] 938] 901 | 914 942 ee oe 945 


941 2 g 996 | 1,024 | 964 | 953 | 913] 937 947 
971 ; 1,011 | 1,048 | 988 }1,000 | 948 | 973 970 378 1,007 
963 


95r 
949 
960 


952 
1,001 





1941 Mar. Qtr.] 925 986 | 1,015 | 949] 954] 913] 934 961 939 
June ,, 95 1,000 | 1,025 | 974} 946] 912] 935 952 | 933 
Sept. ,, 946 996 | 1,025 | 967} 949] 908} 937 931 932 
Dec. ,, 942 I,00I | 1,030 | 964 | 963 | 917] 940 942 945 


958 
947 
945 
956 








1942 Mar, Qtr. 948 5 1,002 | 1,035 968 977 930 948 951 957 


983 
June ,, 970 7 , 1,013 | 1,048 | 988 | 994] 947] 964 2 963 974 


1,003 


978 
998 


























(e) See note on page 9. 


@ 





14 Tar Att Irems (“C” Series) Inpex or Reta PRIcEs. 


§ 4. The All Items (“C” Series) Index of Retail Prices. 


xt. General This index measures the prices of food and groceries, rent 
of 4 and 5-roomed houses, clothing and miscellaneous household requirements, 
and for convenience of reference has been designated the “All Items” 
(“© ” series) index. It has become more important in recent years because 
of its adoption by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court from rst May, 1934, 
for the adjustment of wages controlled by that Court. It is used at present 
as the basis of the “Court” series of index-numbers adopted from July, 


1937, by the same Court. 


The compilation of this series was undertaken by the Bureau following 
a recommendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which 
reported in 1920 and 1921. A short account of its inquiries and findings 
is contained in §7 of this chapter. The Commission itself had collected 
data on prices in the capital cities for the month of November, 1914 to 1920 
inclusive. In consequence, the Bureau commenced its own more 
comprehensive inquiries in the five principal towns of each State, as from 
November, 1921, and continued them at quarterly intervals thereafter. 


2. Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities, 1914 to 1920.—The 
table published on page 24 gives index-numbers representing the variations in 
the prices, in each capital city, of (i) food and groceries; (ii) housing (4 and 5 
rooms); (iii) food, groceries and housing combined ; (iv) clothing; (v) 
miscellaneous household requirements, and (vi) all items of household 
consumption combined, in the years I9g14 to 1920 inclusive. The index- 
numbers for the clothing and miscellaneous groups for these years were 
compiled from data collected by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage. 


3. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, November, 1914 to 
June Quarter 1942.—The following tables give index-numbers representing 
the variations in the prices, in 30 of the more important towns, of (i) food 
and groceries; (ii) housing; (ili) food, groceries and housing combined ; 
(iv) clothing ; (v) miscellaneous requirements ; and (vi) all items of household 


consumption combined. 


Food and Groceries.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (‘‘C ’’ Series.) 
(Base : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 



































NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 

Period. s =| FA re iG- ters g “ : § 3 
. ~) os 4 m2 oo . =I » ° o ; 
ely |g | 216 Soil 218 | 8) 2.4 lee 
I Ke a4 = | to s 8 =] a Ho: | RES 
=] E 2 e 4 Son 3 | a 2 ao |ses 
Ly y S s tae & Ci 2 ty #8 | Sre 
n a a o =<} eae a 5 a o Fa |e 

Nov. 1914 (a) 638 Se Re oe 616 aa 50 At, ' af; 
» = -192t 964 | 977] 972 | 950 | 935 | 964 923 | 928 | 919 | 94% 948 | 924 
Year 1937 .-. 868 880 | 1,001 874 855 872 836 857 851 834 834 837 
an 1030.2 = 904 925 | 1,092 933 898 909 884 882 889 889 891 884 
n» 1939 «+ 936 965 | 1,106 g9t 940 942 942 939 930 946 955 942 
» 1940 .. | 952 | 985 | 1,069 | 1,003 | 951 958 947 | 935 949 | 939 | 955 | 946 
» I94I .. 962 |1,000 | 1,134 } 1,010 955 969 943 | 930 954 | 928 946 | 942 
> 1942 .. | 2,040 |1,074 | 1,244 | 1,095 | 1,033 | 1,047 || 1,042 | 1,017 1,038 | 1,002 | 1,018 | 1,039 
1941 Mar. Qtr. 982 | 1,014 | 1,152 | 1,016 967 988 949 936 953 940 951 948 
» June ,, 949 | 992 | 3,133 |1,007 | 954 | 957 938 | 923 | 943 | 918 | 941 | 937 
» Sept. ,, 947 | 987 {1,114 | 1,000 941 954 937 | 926 | 949] 919 941r | 936 
pp, DECe 5 969 | 1,006 | 1,135 | 1,017 956 975 949 936 970 933 949 948 
1942 Mar. Qtr. | 1,005 1,046 |. 1,187 | 1,063 | 1,001 | 1,012 989 973 | 1,010 963 985 988 
eo June ,, 1,034 | 1,079 | 1,256 | 1,093 1,036 | 1,042 1,036 | 1,004 | 1,032 995 | 1,006 | 1,033 





(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November, 1914 to 1920, see page 22. 


(8) 





Tue Aut Irems (“C” Serres) InpEx or Retam Prices. 


Food and Groceries.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (“C’’ Series)—continued. 
(Base: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27=1,000.) 





QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 





Brisbane. 
Toowoomba. 
Rock- 
hampton. 
Townsville. 
Bundaberg. 
Weighted 
Average, 
Queensland. 
Adelaide. 
Kadina, 
Moonta, and 
Wallaroo. 
Port Pirie. 

| Mt. 
Gambier. 





i) 292%) fe 


Year 1937 
» 1938 
» 1939 
x 1940 
» 1941 
x 1942 








1941 Mar. 
» dune 
» Sept. 
» Dec. 





1942 Mar. Qtr. 
» gune ,, 









































Welghted Average, 


30 Towns, 


Six Capltal Cities. 
Australia. 


Welghted Average, 


Perth and 
Fremantle. 
Kalgoorlie 
and Boulder. 
Northam. 
Bunbury. 
Geraldton. 
Weighted 
Av’ge, W.A. 
Launceston. 
Burnie. 
Devonport. 
Queenstown. 





Nov. 1914 (a) AS 
ertOSt ose 958 I,OIr 


Year 1937 857 870 
1938 889 889 890 
1039 g QI4 925 931 
1940 933 945 942 
1941 951 968 951 
1942 1,008 1,035] 1,03! | 1,033 





1941 Mar. Qtr. 972 952 971} 958 962 
June ,, 1,012 950 af 961| 939 43 
Sept. ,, 1,001 4] 942 960} 936 40 
Dec. ,, 996 958 I 980] 954 | 958 





1942 Mar. Qtr. I,150| 1,055] 1,008] 1,017| 1,005]| 1,009] 978] 1,014] 1,004] 1,049] 1,001] 991 995 
wt DUNS! 23 1,171] 1,084] 1,037] 1,045] 1,040]| 1,036] 1,006] 1,040] 1,030] 1,065] 1,028] 1,025 | 1,028 
| 















































(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, see page 22. (5) Charters Towers. 
(¢) Warwick. 


(9) 





Tue Ati Items (“C” Serres) INDEX or Rerau PRICEs. 


Housing (4 and 5 rooms)—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (‘‘C ”’ Series.) 
(Base : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 








NEW SOUTH WALES, | VICTORIA. 





Newcastle. 
Broken Hill. 


Bathurst. 
Weighted 
Bendigo. 
Geelong. 
Warrnam- 
Weighted 
Average, 
Victoria. 


bool. 





Nov. 1914 (a) i | nc 
y» gat | 527 668 685 


x 
o 
< 


Year 1937 | 47 || 9 72 836 | 859 
» 1938 | 709 | 851 915 
» 1939 | | é : 5 | : 731 | 876 | g2t 
» =1940 6 735 | 884 | 933 
» I94l 738 | 892 | 939 
aa kOd2.- | 4 5 742 890 937 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 7 705 | 737| 892 | 938 
Fee ONO. 35 | 4 705 737 | 892 939 
oC) ee | 7 4 705 737 | 892 939 
Sete RC.’ 5 708 ' 739) 8or 941 


oe 
HO 
N+ 








1942 Mar, Qtr. 708 741 890 942 
yee ANG: 5 | 709 742 890 936 





QUEENSLAND. | SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 





| 
| 
} 
| 


Toowoomba. 
hampton. 
Bundaberg. 
Weighted 
Average, 
Queensland. 
Adelaide. 
Kadina, 
Moonta, and 
| Wallaroo. 
Port Pirie. 
Gambier. 


Rock- 
Mt. 





a 
4 
oy 


1914 (a) 
1921 


ne 
o- 
“< 
o 
» 
° 


1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 


co co co GO Oo a+ 
LOPSee 3% | Brisbane. 
ONF HN wow 
ao 
w 
re) 
ww Mme 
on a 
an a 





1941 Mar. Qtr. 
, June ,, 
» Sept. ,, 
, Dec. ;, 

















1942 Mar, Qtr. 
» June ,, 

















Period. 


Perth and 
Fremantle. 
Kalgoorlie 
and Boulder. 
Northam. 
Geraldton. 
Launceston. 
Devonport. 
Queenstown. 
Weighted 
Av’ge, Tas. 

ighted Average, 
Six Capital Citles. 
Weighted Average, 
30 Towns, 
Australla. 





| 


| | 


> 


578| 616} 649) 779| 676 495, 729 


1914 (a) 586 
I92t 754 


om) We 


Ni 
no 
o- 
re: 
a 


897 
925 
947 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1937 861} 1,309] 860| 983) 1,064 826 | 798] : 86x 
» 1938 872) 1,319} 879] 994] 1,055) 838 788| 875 
» 1939 881) 1,318) 886} 1,005) 1,064) 851 806] 887 
57a r040 882) 1,315} 890) 1,003) 1,066| 856) 813) 893 955 
» 941 883) 1,308] 894] 1,001) 1,068) 859} j 812) 895 958 
»» 1942 885|1,167| 879} 983, 1,062 | 860 770| 806| 895| 976 | 957 








wCoowwo 
AINDe— 
Owanwn 








1941 Mar. Qtr. 882| 1,313] 893] 1,000) 1,066) 858 769 8r2| 894| 976 958 
» JUNE 4, §83] 1,311 893) 1,002] 1,066] 858 768| 812) 894) 976 958 
» Sept. ,, 884) 1,309) 894) 1,000! 1,069) | 859 770) 812) 895) 976 958 
a pe ee 884] 1,299; 895] 1,000] 1,070} | 859| 847) 770) 812) 895} 976 953 


























1942 Mar. Qtr. | 884 1,222| 896] 999! 1,070] 860} 850| 770) 803! 895) 977 | 958 
ae POs 885/1,176| 898] 983 1,060) ! 933} 860) 850} 770) 809) 895| 976 957 


(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, see page 22. (b) Charters Towers. 
(c) Warwick. 




















(10) 





Tue Au Irems (“C” Serres) InDEx or Rerart Prices. 


Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and 5 rooms).—Retail Price Index- 
Numbers. (“B’’(d) and “C? Series.) 
(Base : Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) _ 


| NEW SOUTH WALES. | VICTORIA. 





Ballarat. 
Warrnam- 
bool. 
Average, 

| Victoris 


Newcastle. 
Broken Hill. 
Goulburn 
N.S.W. 


Bathurst 
Weighted 
Average, 
i Weighted 


| Bendigo. 
Geelong 





] 
& 2 | Melbourne. 
Uw 

) 

1 


1914 (a) 680 


I1g2t 977 | 944 815 | 965 769 | 780 | 855 





o 
a 
n 


19397 .. 904 | 858 | 869 838 899 794 | 798 3 842 

1938 .. 941 | 898 | 948 | 867 937 | | 808 817 7 898 

1939 .. 972 934 | 970 | 2 900 969 | &49 | 851 917 940 

194fO .. 985 950 953 5 908 | 980 | 843 864 915 944 
3O4I.. 992 959 9gI 7 910 | 988 841 868 gi2 o4i 

1942  .. |1,039 | 1,005 | 1,052 | 1,009 957 | 1,036 rT; 894 920 956 984 

1941 Mar. Qtr. | 1,003 968 | 1,004 959 917 999 
» dune ,, 984 954 | 990 955 909 O8r 
» Sept. ,, 983 O51 078 952 gor 979 838 | 865 906 938 
” Dec. ,, 996 963 990 962 gil 992 | &45 878 gI5 O44 





844 867 919 944 
826 861 906 938 


| 
| 


1942 Mar. Qtr. | 1,018 987 | 1,020 990 937 1,015 | 867 903 | 933 966 
June ., 1,035 | 1,007 | 1,060 | 1,008 1,033 | 887 916 952! 976 














| SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

















Period 


Kadina, 


Toowoomba. 
Rock- 
hampton. 
Weighted 
Average, 

h Queensland. 
Adelaide 
Moonta, and 
Wallaroo. 
Port Pirie. 
Gambier. 
Weighted 
Average, 
S.A. 


Mt. 





Nov. 1914 (a) | 560. .. 
” 1025-05 840 771 


On 


Coun 
© co 


885 


ow: 
ne 
~ 


Year 1937 824 | 810 52 | 826 2 | | | 82x 
» 1938 .. | 838 806 | | | 862 | 855 
” 1939. 858 830 804 | 891 43 | 8 | 3 | 885 
» 940 .. 875 | 849 , 895 3 3 5 888 
» 94r .. | 889] 857 | 863 | 3 890 | 7 3 32 393 | 892 
” 1942 .. | 927 913 | 4 | 963 | | 3 936 | 955 
Mar. Qtr. go2 866 7 d 840 | 8 906 38 3 334 | 896 899 
June ,, 882 850 | 8 32g | & 894 733 | 888 5 3 887 
Sept. ,, 876 846 53 ‘ 890 34 | 35 3 38 884 
Dec 3, 895 865 866 | 9g: § ‘ oo4 | 7 335 898 








Mar. Qtr. 925 909 E | 929 59 | 920 3 922 
June ., 918 gi2 goo | 5 5 964 787 938 9 3 956 





WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 


ge, 


Welghted Avera 


ge, W.A. 


‘eighted 


W 
| Av 


| Perth and 

| Fremantle. 
Bunbury. 
Geraldton. 
Launceston. | 
Devonport. 
Weighted 

| Av’ge, Tas. 
Welghted Average, 
Six Capital Cities. 

; 30 Towns, 

| Australia. 


| Kalgoorlie 
| and Boulder. 





| 
| 


Nov. 1914 (a) 689 
” 1g2r.. 916 


987 
Year*1937" ..< 871 6 899) 924 8o4| § 843) 866 4 865} 869 
w 1938 .. 887) 1,15 911| 945 909} f 867 4 882) 906 902 
” 1939 .. ar4 78; 936) 976 936 922) 887) 898 8 3} got) 939 935 
» 940 .. 921 946] 979} 943 938) gor : 2] 923) 950 945 
” I94I ee o41/ 1 980} 995) 1, 964 953} 913 7| 937} 956 952 
1942 .. | 971 ,005| 1,011] I, 988! 1,000) 948) 928) 978) 1,007 1,001 


acl elnace asallacgl Goal esa oe: 


o- 
a: 
oo 


o on 
NV OS 
no =e 











1g! Mar. Qtr. | 925] 1,21 
» dune ,, | 953/ 1,22 
» Sept. ,, | 946] 1,20 985! 904 
» Dec. 4, | 942)1,200 984) 1,007; 


962| 986) x 949 954! 913 3 903 | 939, 963 958 

« 989, 1,000} 1, 974) 946 9gi2 5, 896} 5 933, 951 947 
re 967 949 «908 7 888 932) 949 945 

1,039) 964 963, O17} 904 2} 945 960 956 


1942 Mar. Qtr. 948] 1,175 ggr 1,002] 1,035 968 977. 930 3 «go 5 957, 983 978 
» dune ,, | 970/1,170 1,009 1,013] 1,048; 988] 994 947 926 3, 974 1,003 998 
| ! i 
~~ (a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November, 1914, to 1920, See page 22. (0) Charters Towers, 
(c) Warwick. (d) The index-pumbers in this table are the same as those of the “ B"’ Series (p. x0). 


(It) 














Tue Aut Irems (“C” Serres) InpEx or Reta Prices. 


Clothing.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (‘‘ C ’’ Series.) 
(Base: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 





NEW SOUTH WALES. | VICTORIA. 





Newcastle. 
Broken Hill. 
Goulburn. 
Bathurst. 
Weighted 
Average, 
Ballarat. 
Bendigo. 
Weighted 
Average, 
Victoria. 


N.S.W. 





® | Melbourne. 
° 


1,599 | 1,570 


Nov. 1914 (a) 
nw «1922 


Year 1937 831 819 

» 1938 843 | 832 
» 1939 851 | 84x 
» 1940 990 986 
» I94I I,I42 | 1,119 
» 1942 12 1,336 | 1,337 


1941 Mar. Qtr. I,092 | 1,073 
» gune ,, 1,122 | 1,101 
»» Sept. ,, 1,144 | 1,127 
igs") DEG 1,208 | 1,176 


o 
» 
a 

> 











1942 Mar. Qtr. ; 1,238 | 1,233 
» dune ,, 1,323 ! 1,325 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
































Moonta, and 


Toowoomba. 
Rock- 
hampton. 
Townsville. 
Weighted 
Average, 
Adelaide. 
Kadina, 
Wallaroo. 
Port Pirie. 
Gambier. 


| Queensland. 
Mt. 








Noy. 1914 (a) 
eu (202T) es 


“I 
Ww 
a 








o 
on 
ow 

A 


Year 1937 
» 1938 
» 1939 
» 1940 
» 1941 
» 1942 





oo 
On 
on 





1941 Mar. Qtr. 
» June ,, 
» Sept. ,, 
» Dec, ,, 











1942 Mar. Qtr. 
» June ,, 

















4 
iS) 
oO 

ES 








Six Capltal Citles. 
Welghted Avera 


Perth and 
Fremantle. 
Kalgoorlie 
Launceston. 
Devonport. 
Queenstown. 
30 Towns, 
Australia. 


Northam. 
| Welghted Average, 


| and Boulder. 


Nov. 1914 (a) ae ve of 
» 92% .. 1,376] 1,382] 1,454 1,670 T,405| 1,504) 


on 
—- 6 
a 


Year 1937 832} 819} 828 823} 820] 832] 820 
1938 846) 835] 845 839) 835) 845) 842 
1939 855| 842] 849 853} 843) 844) 853 
1940 959} 933] 938) 936 964) 947) 938] 943 
» 941 I,132| 1,108} 1,108) 1,102 I,I20) I,103] 1,114) 1,120 
» 1942 1,269] 1,269] 1,247] 1,261 } 1,272 1,283] 1,290 


oc 
Po 
-o 








1941 Mar. Qtr. 1,059! 1,036] 1,045] 1,037 1,041] 1,026] 1,036 
» June ,, I,II1I| 1,089} 1,093] 1,086) 1,079 1,103] 1,125] 1,125 
MET OeDbr us; I,160} 1,130} 1,135] 1,118] 1,122 I, 119} 1,135] 1,137 
Hana oe ae 1,199} 1,178] 1,160} 1,166) 1,171 1,148] 1,169] 1,181 











1942 Mar. Qtr. I,209] I,190| 1,175) 1,186 1,190, | 1,181} 1,198] 1,210) 
ee une: |, 3| 1,248] 1,243] 1,214] 1,229 1,260) 1,257| 1,268] 1,261 









































(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, see page 22, (6) Charters Towers. 
(ce) Warwick, 
(12) 








Tue Att Irems (“C” Srrres) InpEx or Retaru PRICEs, 19 


Miscellaneous.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (‘‘ C ’’ Series.) 
(Base : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 




















| NEW SOUTH WALES. || VICTORIA. 
| 
(ieee maar ieaaeea| fey 
Period, | & FI a \eash roe eecel seen | | ¢ res ae, 
~|s|2i 8] ¢i8e-1 §| ¢!] 6] 3/2 Bes 
ty S | o Ba Ss |cae S & Re Pe al a | s a3: 
a | “ | & a DEF, 2 s 0 | £ Ea (BES 
o/ 2] 3] 2] 8 ls8ai 13/8 | 8 | se ses 
a | A A] & | A |E<a) A A ma | o | BS E<b 
Nov. 1914 (a) 766 | .. Pee | ace We sep Weeoon tt eee Sue Il. eo Fe ea ces Be 

» 192% .. | 1,009 995 | 1,102 95r 989 | 1,011 | r,021 956 |1,0%2 | 1,033 | 880 | 1,015 


Year 1937 .. 939 895 | 1,061 gor 902 937 978 | 1,006 | r,oTr 995 | 953 980 
» 1938 .. 936 | 903 |1,053 | 909 | 892 935 || 982 | 1,006 |1,01r | 994 | 954 | 983 
w» 1939 --| 940 | gor |1,048 | 908 | 888 | 938 77| 990 |1,004 | 980] 951 | 97 
» 1940 .. | 984 | 948] 1,101 | 942] 936 | 982 || 1,009 | 1,023 | 1,037 | 1,011 | 985 | 1,010 
» 194% .. |7,05I | 990 | 1,159 | 1,006 999 | 1,048 || 1,066 | 1,086 | 1,094 | 1,062 | 1,049 | 1,067 
» 1942 .. |1,105 | 1,018 | 1,214 | 1,069 | 1,049 | 1,100 | 1,115 1,146 | 1,154 | 1,122 | 1,102 | 1,117 








» dune ,, 1,039 982 | 1,148 998 988 | 1,036 | 1,05 | 1,070 | 1,079 1,047 | 1,029 | 1,052 
» Sept. ,, | 1,062 | 994 |1,170 | 1,013 | 1,012 | 1,058 || 1,082 | 1,103 | 1,1II | 1,079 | 1,073 1,083 
ae DeOChG; 1,072 996 | 1,176 | 1,017 | 1,014 | 1,068 || 1,083 | 1,112 | 1,110 1,08r | 1,071 | 1,084 


| 
1941 Mar. Qtr. | 1,030 988 | 1,141 995 983 | 1,029 || 1,047 | 1,060 | 1,076 | 1,042 | 1,024 | 1,047 
| 








1942 Mar, Qtr. 1,085 | 1,005 1,191 | 1,037 1,037 | 1,081 || 1,101 | 1,130 1,137 | 1,097 | 1,088 | 1,103 
>» sune ,, 1,089 | 1,006 | 1,206 | 1,067 | 1,036 | 1,085 || 1,104 | 1,133 | 1,141 | 1,099 | 1,085 | 1,106 












































QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
4 . : 3 a} 
3s rs wo i] 6 
Period. 3 FI ai 2 5 |gcgi «s | .26| 2 & alse 
$ 8 8| = 4 |$eel| 3 |¢¢2| 2 s @ /£& 
2 ° ‘ Q 3 asa 3 eesa| & S ~O las 
2 E am s | we OD 4 |38S| o eo | toe 
2) 3/38| = | 2 |ss8) S$ |38e) & | 38 | $8 | SE 
rs & |28] & a |B<o] <= |MaE) A | Bo | aS |B <a 
Nov. 1914 (a) 728 50 ae se ae ae 770 ee <i. aie os wa 
ae) PAGZE. sc 944 953 | 1,002 | 1,009b| 988c| 958 || 1,033 | 1,065 1,065 | 1,032 | 1,000 | 1,036 
Year 1937 .. 941 988 969 | 1,000 | 1,007 952 || 1,022 98r | 995 | 1,013 | 1,015 | 1,020 


» 1938 .. 947 990 971 | 1,000 | I,ocr 957 || 1,023 99I |I,0Or | 1,017 | 1,01 | 1,021 
w 1939 se 955 | 983} 969} 996] 992 962 || 1,022 98a | 999 | 1,017 | 994 | 1,019 










































































wo 
“A 
rh 
—) 
so 
—) 
So 
o 


» 92% .. | 1,029, 1,030) 1,016 977) 1,02 1,029 932 985 o4r 960) 959 


» 940 .. 979 | 1,003 | 1,001 | 1,026 | 1,002 985 || 1,051 | 1,021 1,031 | 1,053 | 1,015 | 1,049 
» %94I .. | 1,028 | 1,059 | 1,057 | 1,085 | 1,059 | 1,037 || 1,127 | 1,106 | 1,109 | 1,118 | 1,084 | 1,125 
» 1942 .. | 1,077 |x,118 | 1,116 | 1,125 | 1,118 | 1,087 || 1,184 | 1,188 | 1,175 | 1,185 | 1,164 1,184 
1941 Mar. Qtr. | 1,012 | 1,038 | 1,043 | 1,066 | 1,044 |1,c21 || 1,089 | 1,067 | 1,076 | 1,089 | 1,050 | 1,087 
A June 3 1,020 | 1,052 | 1,051 | 1,074 | 1,052 | 1,029 || 1,109 | 1,087 | 1,090 | 1,104 | 1,060 | 1,107 
» Sept. ,, 1,036 | 1,069 | 1,067 | 1,099 | 1,069 | 1,046 || 1,152 1,128 | 1,132 | 1,139 | I,103 | 1,150 
» Dec. ,, 1,043 | 1,078 | 1,066 1,099 | 1,072 | 1,952 1,156 | 1,140 | 1,137 | 1,14 | 1,12 | 1,155 
1942 Mar. Qtr. | 1,060 | 1,095 | 1,099 | 1,112 | 1,102 1,070 HI 1,175 | 1,176 | 1,160 | 1,159 | 1,137 | 1,174 
» June ,, 1,064 | 1,105 | 1,102 | 1,115 | 1,104 | 1,074 | %s17% 1,18r | 1,166 | 1,167 | 1,162 | 1,171 
| 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. | TASMANIA. Ss s 
| SS 
5 | o— © 
B < || 2 ; | ¢ ;| a |< 
S| 2s 5 : I + |! ° i e b- | = ° 
reod /3eie2/ 2/5] 2/28 sl] ze] .{ 2! € | 38) Be zee 
ag|s8|5/4/3/5s/ ¥] 2/2] 8) § | Se] $8 |5e8 
£|43|\ 5 3 | s | S$] 3 FA EI % £|Sb/35 Sos 
= c e 2 = . = x s 
aelse| 2] al] ole<]/ a] A)]al]al oe |E<| 5a |38a 
| a — eins 
Nov. 1914 (a) 780) .. | -» || 699 | | ee 749 a 
| 


Year 1937. .. | 946) 971/ 953] 903 1,058} 950)| 939) 947} 860) 876, 854) 933! 960} 961 
w 1938 .. | 949) 968) 953] 909 1,053 933| 939] $66) 867 843 927| 961 | 962 
w 1939 «- 954! 974] 948] 912) 1,034] 956)) 938] 947] 874] 882) 881) 934] 962] 962 
» 1940 .. | 985 1,006] 975] 942 1,053| 987) 969) 973} 904) 898 919 963) 998) 997 
» 194 .. | 1,043 1,068] 1,035] 902 1,111} 1,044) 1,015] 1,008] 938} 936, 967 1,005] 1,060 | 1,058 
x» 1942 .. | 1,093 1,122| 1,096] 1,032 1,160) 1,095), 1,065) 1,050} 960} 963 999 1,049] 1,112 | 1,110 





1941 Mar. Qtr. | 1,023 1,049] 1,013] 980 1,007] 1,025 999} 1,003} 937] 934 960! 994] 1,039 | 1,038 
» dune ,, | 1,037, 1,064] 1,030] 989 1,107, 1,039 1,006] 1,007} 941| 940 963! 999] 1,047 | 1,036 
» Sept. ,, | 1,052 1,080] 1,048] 999 1,119 1,054) 1,026] 1,007} 936] 936 971. 1,011) 1,073 | 1,072 
5iyek UDOCs ares 1,058 1,080) 1,050] 999 1,120 1,059 1,030] 1,013} 936) 935 973 7,015) 1,080 | 1,077 
































1942 Mar. Qtr. | 1,067, 1,104] 1,076] 1,015 1,141 1,071 1,048) 1,030| 951| 950 990 1,032| 1,095 | 1,093 

» June ,, | 1,080 1,109] 1,088] 1,022 1,151 1,082), 1,058) 1,034] 951} 951 988 1,039 1,099 | 1,097 
| | 

(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, see page 22. (b) Charters Towers. 


(e _Warwick. 


(13) 





20 Tue Aut Items (‘‘C” Serres) Inpex or Reta Prices. 


All Items of Household Expenditure.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (‘*C *? Series.) 
(Base : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27= 1,000.) 





1 
| 


NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 





Weighted 
Average, 


Broken Hill. 
Victoria. 


Sydney. 
Newcastle. 
Goulburn 
Bathurst. 
Weighted 
Average, 
Melbourne 
Ballarat. 
Warrnam- 
bool. 





- 1914 (a O82 7 eeectalll | eras as | ss || 67x | an 
192I .. | 1,046 | 1,041 | | | 1,003 | 992 | 1,002 


| 


1937... | 889 | 849 || 868 | 839 | 840 
1938 .. | 913 | 877 896 | 850] 854 
1939 .- 936 | gor 55 33 933 | 924 874 | 875 gui 
1940 ., 974 | 945 || 964 | 906] 920 | g4x 
Ig4I .. | 1,028 |_ 997 | G 9 26 | 1,008 | 9gso0 963 984 
» 1942 .. | 1,107 | 1,069 s 3 | 1,037 |1,054 | 1,065 





1941 Mar, Qtr. | 1,018 | 986 | 936 949 | 974 
» June ,, /1,019 | 991 940 | 952 | 974 
os sept. ,, 1,027 996 5 aay 952 966 986 | 1,002 
» Dee. ,, | 1,048 | 1.073 23 | 304 28 | 973 | 985 | 1,002 | 1,015 











1,037 & | 6 :056 996 | r,0r7 | 025 1,038 


1942 Mar. Qtr. | 1,070 
1,060 is 3094 9 1,026 | 1,046 | 1,052 | 1,066 | 


aa UNO 55 1,096 

















SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 








Weighted 
Average, 
Kadina, 


Brisbane. 
Toowoomba. 
hampton. 
Townsville. 
Bundaberg. 

| Queensland. 
Adelaide. 
Moonta, and 
Wallaroo. 
Port Pirie. 
Weighted 
Average, 

| 8.a. 


Rock- 


re 
| =a 





| 


Nov. 1914 (4 me Bra | ares | '| 699 oe Ae : 


LO2 Reet 949 | 972 | 1.0250] g94c) 941 || 989 | 1,025 |x,029 | 948 , 992 


Year 1937 .. | 840 | 840 | 883] 809 | 859 844 | 830 855 
eo -2098° cn 843 853 go2 831 888 868 | 849 883 

1939) ea 70 | 858 867 918 847 906 R | 896} 872 Qo02 

4. -TQ4O ag c 898 | 905! 950] 879 936 33 | 919 | 894 931 

hi TO4T oe 951 | 959 | 1,004 9338 y 32 976 | 946 983 

1942... | 33 | 1,033 | 1,032 | 1,075 | 1,015 5 || 1,075 | 1,057 | 1,024 | 1, ,069 








roar Mar. Qtr. G | 937 947 991 921 5 562 53 | 928 965 
» June ,, | 954| 943 | 953 | 995 931 | 955 | Br | 8 Q 941 976 
FReEEeDt.. 5, 6 952 | 960 | 1.004 940 38 Q5I 985 
Sma 97 5 eons 3 5 972 976 | 1,025 3 | 1,010 | ¢ 965 006 























-_- — # —e a | | | : 7 | ; 
1942 Mar. Qtr. | t,orr | 1,008 | 1,017 | 1,050 993 | 1,013 || 1,024 | ‘ : 987 


5 June } 1,020 | 1,926 | 1,023 | 1.069 | 1,007 | 1,023 1.071 | | Torz 
a eat! * 5) | 1,020 | 1,02 Bi | : 














| WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


Period, 


| 
| 
} 


Welghted Average, 

Six Capital Cities. 

_ | Welghted Average, 
: | 30 Towns, 
| Australia. 


Kalgoorlie. 
Bunbury. 
Geraldton. 
Av’ge, W.A. 
Hobart. 
Teen: 
Burnie. 
Devonport. 
Queenstown. 
Weighted 

} Av’ge, Tas. 


| Weighted 


1G 


. 1914 (a) Ctye ene 5 Oeil ats 687, .. sis eal ae ate 
1921 1,048) 1,030 1,045, 1,056 1,020} 1,070 1,067) 1,003} 904| 1,031 1,057 





—o 
On 


oo 


1937... | 860) 1,030 890 897| 970 884|| 875 856 854| 833) 857 866 
1938 .. | 882/1,048) 900 914| 957 897l| 887 872) 865| 848! 875 879 
19290 en Q0I/ 1,066} 915 936! 965 ars 908 888 879] 861) 903 898 
1940 .. | 932/1,099) 947 962, 990 946]| 945 926 917) 896 936 936 
sate COAT sie 993] 1,165 1,017 1,018 1,055 1,008]/ 1.001 974; 971] 951) 987 984 
5 1942... | 1,061) 1,175' 1,079 1,065 I,II4 1,070|| 1,078 1,040 1,035] 1,012 1,045 1,060 


CORmea © 
a—oy4 = 
aNS— & 








191 Mar. Qtr. | 965, 1,148) 987 997 1,033 981]| 982 963 956] 935) 976 973 
3 June ” | 993) I,I7-+| 1,017 1,017 1,052 1,608}| 994 973 o7I 053 elope 985 
i HOD. <j, 1,002, 1,167, 1,027 1,025 1,061 I 016)! 1,003 974 975| 950) 983 990 


x Dec: %j, | 1,012) 1,175, 1,037 1,034 1.075 1,026) 1,023 Q87 983| 967! 999 1,007 











on : = 
1912 Mar. Qtr. | 1,021 1,167 1,049 1,041 1,086 1,034!]1,042 1,005 998) 979, I,OI4 1,025 
3° UNE: \ 5 | 7,054] 1,174; 1,074 1,057 1,106 1,064}|/ 1,068 1,031 1,024! 1,005! 1,032 1,051) 














(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, Bee Pp. 22. (6) Charters Towers. 
(c) Warwick. 


(14) 





Reram Price INnprex-NuMBERS AND WAGE VARIATIONS. 


§ 10. Increases in Retail Prices over War Periods. 


t. Australia.—The following statement shows for the six Capitals 
separately, and as a whole, the percentage increases which have taken place 
in retail prices over the period since the outbreak of war, viz., from 
September quarter 1939, to the December quarter 1942, inclusive :— 





eries Index. “ Group ”’ Index. 


Group. se per cent. Increase per cent. 








Food 

Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 





| 
\- 
| 
| 


Total 





MELBOURNE. 





Food a ae me se || 
Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 





Total 





BrIsBANE. 





Food 

Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 





Total 





ADELAIDE. 





Food 

Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 





Total 








Food 

Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 





Total 








Hosakrt. 





Food 

Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 








Total 











32 INTERNATIONAL Comparisons: Retram Prick [NDEX-NUMBERS, 

















“*C” Series Index. “* Group” Index. 
Group. Increase per cent. Increase per cent, 
Six Caprran CIrres. 
| 

Food ss 5.2 14.2 
Rent ais ats ao are 0.2 0.9 
Clothing .. ee as ore 13.4 66.0 
Miscellaneous ae ac ate 307 19.0 
Total 22.5 22.5 

















The figures under the heading ‘“‘‘C’ Series Index Increase per cent.” 
represent the percentage increase in the total ‘‘ C”’ Series Index attributable 
to each individual group. The figures under the heading “ ‘ Group’ Index 
Increase per cent.” represent the percentage increase in each group taken by 
itself. The increase of 22.5 per cent. in the total index is the result of 
weighting the increases in each group in the proportions adopted for purposes 
of the index (see page 7 of Labour Report No. 31 of 1940). 


. International Comparisons.—In the following table, comparisons 
are te for both the present and the last war of the increases which 
occurred in the several countries shown :— 


Retail Price Index-Numbers. 


(Foop, Rent, CLotuine, MiscELLANEOuS HovusEHOLD EXPENDITURE.) 









































Union of nited 
Date. Australia. a ere Canada, peua: Gouth states ot 
(A): 1914-1919. 
(a) (6) 
1914 July .. ee 100 100 100 100 100(c) 100 
1915 Year .. te II4 125 97 108 I03 102 
TOTGb 4 550hs% as 116 148 102 II5 106 109 
TOD ey ners ve 123 180 130 125 114 128 
NOLSmyssuunsts oe 132 203 146 135 118 156 
ROEOS* i548 Fal a 149 208 155 145 126 175 
(a) November. (0) Food, Fuel, Light and Rent. (c) Average for year 1914. 
(B): 1939-1942 (December). 

1939— (a) 

September Quarter 100 100 100 100 100 100 
194I— 

March eZ 109 127 107 106 106 100 

June mn 109 129 109 108 10g 103 

September ‘4 110 128 t13 108 Ill 106 

December A 112 129 115 | 110 III IIo 
1942— 

March aS II5 129 115 109 II5 112 

June rH 118 128 115 IIo 117 115 

September 3 121 129 117 112 119 117 

December As 123 129 118 114 I2r 119 























(a) Food, Rent, Clothing and Miscellaneous Expenditure. 
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3. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers for each group of commodities, as 
well as for all groups combined, are shown in the following table :— 


Melbourne Wholesale Price Index-Numbers, 1861 to 1942. 


(Base of each Group: Year 1911 = 1,000.) 


I. II. II. Iv. ° 6 VIL. 


Wool, icul- 
Metals | cotton, | Aede | Dairy Building 


Coal. | Leather,! duce, &c.| Produce. 5 Materials. 
&e. ae 








1861 te 1,438 1,381 1,583 1,008 
1871 ee 1,096 1,257 1,236 864 
1881 oe 1,178 1,115 1,012 935 a 
1891 oe 895 847 1,024 995 888 
I90r ee 1,061 774 1,029 1,345 


1902 ate 756 f 1,215 1,447 
1903 +. 834 209 1,059 1,443 | 
1904 aie 885 7 876 1,427 875 
1905 AC 850 89 980 1,209 859 


1906 AS 97 1,110 864 
1907 o 1,017 I 1,294 961 
1908 ole gor 5§ 1,335 891 
1909 or 907 1,088 815 
1910 AG 1,052 | 1,008 898 


i9tt an 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 
Igi2 56 991 I 1,357 | 978 
1913 As 1,070 : 1,252 I 995 
1914 oe 1,032 1,507 1,253 
1915 ae 1,017 2,435 2 1,528 


1916 oo 1,423 2,515 1,760 
1917 we 2,008 2,403 2,171 
1918 we 2,360 2,385 | 3,225 
1919 an 2,363 2,348 2,898 
1920 a0 2,624 3,279 2,825 


1921 ats 1,362 2,158 2,303 
1922 aie 1,68r 1,787 1,965 
1923 o 2,148 2,579 1,933 
1924 oe 2,418 2,223 1,806 
1925 ate 1,967 2,212 I 1,790 


1926 oe 1,582 1,931 1,816 
1927 An 1,650 2,112 1,866 
1928 oe 1,781 2,015 1,923 
1929 oe 1,556 2,246 1,942 
1930 5H 1,127 2,025 1,982 


193r FLO 1,039 1,508 2,166 
3932 oe 1,000 1,348 2,127 
1938 we 1,118 | 1,487 2,106 
1934 oe 1,261 1,540 | 2,018 
1935 oe 1,217 1,508 | 1,996 


1936 . 1,331 1,684 ¢ 1,997 
1937 oe 1,406 1,678 e 2,006 
1938 . 1,051 7 1,871 2,059 
1939 ae 1,101 | +75 1,710 22 2,075 
1940 ae 1,362 1,882 ‘ 2,298 





1941 ae 1,402 1,7: 1,55 1,884 1,776 2,527 


1942. 1,507 1,90 665 | 1,937 | 2,312 409 | 2437 


























NotTs.—The figures given in this table are comparable in the vertical columns, but are not 
directly eomparable horizontally. 
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4. Variations since 1914,—The variations in the index-numbers of the 
separate commodity groups for the years IgI5 to 1942, are shown in the 
following table, taking July, 1914, as base (= 1,000) for each group :— 

Melbourne Wholesale Price Index-Numbers. 
(Base of each Group: July, 1914 = 1,000.) 



































] ] 
| | 
- I. : eh III. =the Vis Wie Vil. VIil. - 
Metals | Wool, | Agri- airy : A 
Period. and Cotton, | cultural Pro- Beis Meat. being Chen. Groups 
Coal. Leather,| Produce,| duce. Cah bho Soot S| ea 
&e. | &e. | 
July, 1914... 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Year 1915 an 1,166 934 2,024 1,272 1,098 1,502 1,164 1,490 1,406 
» 916 ors 1,539 1,307 1,130 | 1,235 1,266 1,551 1,361 1,716 1,318 
a. LOTT, as 1,919 1,841 1,084 1,181 1,302 1,480 1,722 2,141 1,456 
» 918 .. 2,197 2,324 1,351 | 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3,085 1,695 
| 

» 919 are 1,930 2,169 1,858 | 1,373 | 1,469 1,448 2,602 2,827 1,801 
» 1920 ao 2,091 2,430 | 2,228 1,840 1,860 2,022 2,944 2,764 2,178 
» I92E.. 1,974 1,250 | 1,653 | 1,663 1,916 1,331 2,495 2,246 1,668 
» 1922 ee |) xe763 1,543 | 1,523 | 1,370 1,811 1,102 1,830 1977 I,54f 
» 1923 at 1,658 1,972 1,664 | 1,527 | 1,693 1,590 1,848 1,704 
» 1924 AiG 1,667 2,220 1,541 | 1,376 | 1,668 1,371 1,656 1,761 1,653 
x $1925 ate 1,682 1,806 1,681 1,360 1,670 1,364 1,562 1,746 1,617 
» 926 .. 1,760 1,453 1,873 1,483 1,677 I,IgI 1,519 1,771 1,606 
$s, (1927 se 1,782 1,515 1,709 1,516 1,671 1,302 1,482 1,820 1,593 
» 928 .. 1,737 1,635 1,661 1,456 1,654 1,242 1,590 1,876 1,571 
1» 1929 Sta 1,737 1,428 1,677 1,540 1,638 1,385 1,601 1,895 1,581 
9) 1930" 1,695 1,035 1,389 1,353 1,614 1,249 1,712 1,933 1,399 
» 193t .. 1,659 954 1,049 1,163 1,738 930 1,849 2,112 1,252 
nye atO92 ae 1,577 918 1,152 1,083 1,712 831 1,865 2,074 1,237 
» 1933 oe 1,556 1,026 1,100 994 1,661 gI7 1,882 2,054 1,235 
oo) 3994 30 1,508 1,158 1,205 1,059 1,682 950 1,839 1,968 1,290 
» 1935 on 1,456 1,116 1,258 1,100 1,677 93r 1,792 1,946 1,288 
yy 1936 ary 1,422 I,222 1,385 1,123 1,678 1,038 1,798 1,948 1,353 
ape LOSE, oie 1,609 1,291 1,502 1,206 |* 1,696 1,035 2,219 1,957 1,452 
» 1938 .. 1,586 965 1,674 1,287 1,693 1,154 2,043 2,008 1,457 
» 1939 Se 1,597 I,OIr 1,704 1,295 1,698 1,054 2,026 2,024 1,460 
»» 1940 On 1,684 1,250 1,467 1,303 1,728 1,161 3,638 2,242 1,502 
a+ 294% ay 1,780 1,287 1,611 1,292 1,825 I,I24 2,864 2,465 1,574 
» 1942... 1,949 1,384 1,778 1,384 1,877 1,426 3,111 2,377 1,733 





§ 2.Basic Materials and Foodstuffs. 


1. General.—As mentioned above, the Melbourne Wholesale Price 
Index was first computed in 1912. Neither the component items nor the 
weighting have been varied. Consequently the index is a measure of 
changes in wholesale price levels based on usages which have altered 
substantially since the period on which the weighting was determined. As 
such it is useful as an indication of long-term trends over the past 82 years 
which it covers, on the assumption that the relative importance of component 
items remained constant. But it no longer serves as a measure of price 
variations from month to month or from year to year of commodities 
weighted in accordance with present day consumption. Reference to the 
description of the index in § 1 above will indicate that animal fodders 
preponderate in the “ Agricultural Produce” group, while “ Building 
Materials ’’ include little besides imported timber. In other groups, some 
principal items have increased in consumption while others have decreased. 
It was resolved, therefore, at the Conference of Statisticians at Brisbane in 
1930 that the time had come to revise and extend the items included in 
order to bring the index into line with changed conditions. An investigation 
to that end was commenced, and in the course of the past few years, many 
new price-series have been collected on a monthly basis back to January, 
1928. Some of these have been incorporated in a new index of the prices 
of basic materials and foodstuffs, preliminary index-numbers of which are 
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currently published in the Monthly Review of Business Statistics. Others are 
being incorporated in a number of “ special-purpose ”’ indexes, which it is 
hoped to publish in the future. Their construction has been delayed in order 
to make use, for weighting purposes, of the Jarger amount of information 
which is now becoming available as the result of the collection of more 
extensive statistics of factory production. The price quotations have in the 
main been obtained directly from manufacturers and merchants, and, with 
a few important exceptions, from Melbourne sources. Apart from 
home-produced building materials, coal and one or two minor commodities, 
however, the price movements may be taken as representative of fluctuations 
in wholesale prices of basic materials in most Australian markets. The 
weighting system adopted is based on average annua] consumption during 
the years 1928-29 to 1934-35 inclusive. In the meantime, however, the 
original index has been certinued on existing lines, as set out in § I of this 
chapter. 

2. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers for each group of commodities and 
for all groups combined for this new index of wholesale prices of basic 
materials and foodstufis are given in the following table :— 


Wholesale Price Index-Numbers—Basic Materials and Foodstuffs, 1928 to 
December, 1942. 


(Base of each Group : Year 1928 = 1,000.) 





7 Goods 
F Food- || Goods et 
> _,| Build- | ~ = + | princi- 
Rubber ing stuffs || princi pally All 


and and pally ¥ 
| Hides. | , Ma To- Im- Houle Groups. 


bacco. || ported. duced 


Oils, | 
Fats Tex- | Chemi- 
and tiles. cals. 
Waxes. 


Metals 
Period, and 


Coal. terials. 





| 

| 

| | 

= _ | | et jee ax = 
1,000 | 1,000 | 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 | 1,000 || 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 

| 

1929 .. So 1,000 1,019 831 | 769 980 I 

1930 .. «e 954 1,082 6 | 548 | 998 

193I .. a 890 1,116 | 581 sOI2 

1632. 5) or 827 1,069 53° 530 984 

1933 -- axe 818 882 621 | 504 995 


I,OIL | 1,033 | I, 
1,053 917 
I,1Ig | 79I 
1,082 
1,009 


Sty wo 0 
UIOHAD 
BNNHO 


~ 
° 
do 


1934 .. ao 785 816 601 979 | | 989 | 
1935 -- . 740 877 | 593 971 |) T,025 
1936 .. ace 925 909 724 984 1,045 
1937 .- ate 791 952 | 889 | 1,102 5 
1938 .. ao 80r 949 664 1,041 


1939 .. aie 814 972 764 1,047 
1940 .. ais 836 1,230 | 934 1,269 
I94I .. Ste 880 1,342 | 982 1,368 
1942 .. oe 968 1,509 3037 1,540 


194I— 
January AG 846 é 789 | 948 | 1,346 
February aa 847 1,347 
March ate 847 950 1,347 
April re 856 1,347 
May a0 858 1,371 
June we 858 1,371 
July se 884 983 | 1,374 
August nC 887 982 | 1,374 
September 1,374 | 
October its 9 338 842 1,382 
November .. 3406 845 1,391 | 
December .. 841 1,391 


WWWWh hd 
HOODOO MIO 
ne 


HHHHOOO00000 


HOM OOOO 
fENNHEHHDOSNN 
ADUWHHNNHHKNOO 


1942— | 
January a su 837 2158 1,391 
Vebruary .. 442 851 »158 | 1,391 
March ae 48 859 6 1,391 
April ae 3 877 50 | 2391 
May Ba 95 48 892 | 1,16 3590 
June st 55 1484 889 ,16 588 
July oe 55 5 979 4 588 
August 50 255 976 ,16 ; »590 
September 974 s 992 | I | 1,590 
October os 025 3555 995 | 1,16 3 3590 
November .. 3535 999 ’ 1,604 
December .. 303 5 1,066 5174 1,774 
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CHAPTER III.—WAGES. 
§ 1. Operations Under Arbitration and Wages Board Acts and 
Industrial Legislation. 

1. General.—Particulars regarding operations under the Commonwealth 
and State Laws for the regulation of wages and hours and conditions of 
labour were first compiled for the year 1913, and reviews to the end of each 
annual period appear in previous issues of the Labour Report and in the 
Quarterly Summaries of Australian Statisties. 


2. Laws Regulating Industrial Matters.—The Laws in force regulating 
rates of wage, hours of labour, and working conditions generally in both 
Commonwealth and State jurisdictions are as follows :— 


CoMMONWEALTH. 
Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904-1934. 
National Security Act 1939-1940 and certain Regulations made there- 
under. 
Arbitration (Public Service) Act 1920-1934. 
Industrial Board Ordinance, 1936-1940 (Australian Capital Territory). 


STaTEs. 
New South Wales .. Industrial Arbitration Act 1940 (Consolidated). 
Victoria... .. Factories and Shops Act 1928-1941. 
Queensland .. Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act 
1932-1938. 
South Australia .. The Industrial Code 1920-1937. 
Western Australia .. Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1937. 
Tasmania .. .. Wages Board Act 1920-1938. 


§ 2. Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour. 

i. General.—The collection of data respecting the nominal rates of 
wage payable in different callings and in occupations in various industries 
carried on in each State was first undertaken by this Bureau in the early 
part of the year I913. 

The results ascertained for the year 1913 were published in Labour 
Report No. 2, pp. 28-43. In the early part of the year 1914, the scope of 
the inquiry was considerably extended, and particulars included of the 
weekly rates of wage in respect of 930 specific occupations. The aggregate 
collection for the six States amounted to 4,256 adult occupations (3,948 
male, and 308 female). The results obtained thereby to the 30th April, 
1914, were published in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 44-50. These results 
were further analysed, and the average number of working hours which 
constituted a full week’s work in each occupation was ascertained and weighted 
in a similar manner to the rates of wage. This course was adopted in order 
to overcome the difficulty of making comparisons between States of the 
rates of wage in any specified occupation, since, in many instances, a different 
number of working hours constituted a full week’s work in different States. 
By dividing the weighted average number of working hours into the weighted 
average weekly rate of wage, a more satisfactory standard of comparison 
was ascertained. Results obtained from these computations were given for 
each industrial group for each State. 

Since the 30th April, 1914, the number of occupations included in 
comparative computations has been kept constant, but the particulars of 
wages given in the Appendix (Sections IV. and V.) to this Report include all 
the more important occupations. In most instances these have been taken 
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from awards or determinations made by industrial tribunals, from agree- 
ments registered under Commonwealth or State Acts, or were obtained by 
direct inquiry. 

To supplement the results thus obtained, investigations were made 
regarding rates of wage in past years with a view to showing their general 
trend in each State and in the several industrial groups. The total number 
of occupations for which particulars were available back to 1891 
was 652. 

The particuiars given in this Chapter show variations in nominal wages 
from year to year in each State and in various industrial groups. 
Index-numbers are also given showing variations in effective wages in each 
State. 


2. Adult Male Weekly Wages—States, 1914-1942.—The following table 
shows the weighted average nominal weekly rates of wage payable to adult 
male workers at the dates specified for a full week’s work in each State and 
for Australia. Index-numbers are also given for each State with the average 
for Australia for the year IgII as base (= 1,000) :— 


Weekly Wage Rates: Adult Males, States. 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates payable for a Full Week's Work and 
Index-numbers of Wage Rates. 











Aus- 
tralia, 


Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q'land. S.A. W.A. Tas. 


No. of Occupations included. 874 909 627 489 482 3.948 





RATES OF WAGE. 


B 8. 8. 
goth June, 1914 c IG 54 52 
31st December, 1933 ee sie 77 88 
” » 1934 ee + 78 88 

” ” 1935 ao - 79 88 
1936. .. at 3 83 88 


88 
gr 
93 
97 
104 





p 


8. 
62 
8r 
84 
86 
go 


&. 
52 
78 
79 
81 
83 


HowmOon& 
Vana ® 
coo owe 


93 87 
99 88 
100 89 
104 92 
110 99 


» —-1937 
” 1938 
» 1939 
” 1940 
” 1941 


92 
95 
97 
97 
IOI 


UoanHr 
OHwWUs 





106 
109 
112 
116 


31st March, 1942 ae ae 109 
goth June, 1942 Se we IIl 
30th September, 1942 .. ate m4 
31st December, 1942 As AD 118 


INDEX-NUMBERS. 
(Base: Weighted Average Wage for Australia (518. 3d.), I91I = 1,000.) 


goth June, 1914 ae oe 1,091 1,059 1,030 1,060 1,225 1,026 1,079 
sxet December, 1933. . 1,598 1,502 1,718 1,433 1,587 1,522 1,570 
” » 1934 ap 1,623 1,534 1,732 1,473 1,640 1,552 1,599 
” ” 1935 eo i 1,642 1,555 1,725 1,520 1,689 1,581 1,620 
Fr od 1936. 56 1,668 1,621 72 1,552 1,768 1,625 1,659 


103 
106 
108 
110 


110 102 
110 104 
II4 106 
117 108 


4 
oH 





ANwW OONUCH VNUNOHO 


a 








wownN FNNOH 
ROHDA wri41ino worows 


2 
rs) 

I 
@eoon 


N 








” » == «1937 we aD 1,797 , 1,674 1,816 | 1,697 | 1,763 
” ” 1938 . ee 1,854 ’ ’ 1,700 1,933 1,725 1,823 
” » 1939 ss an 1,885 1,735 | 1,962 1,745 1,858 
cf ae 1940 te sve 1,943 9 1,812 2,029 1,807 1,913 
” ” 1941 os ee 2,056 ic :98 1,957 2,149 1,937 2,034 





31st March, 1942 ae ae 2,138 ,086 23 1,992 2,001 2,091 
goth June, 1942 Go te 2,171 3133 2,018 2,031 2,127 
30th September, 1942 .. we 2,224 2 2,194 i 2,061 2 2,084 2,182 
31st December, 1942 x0 2,308 275 2,189 5 es 3 2,257 








. Adult Male Weekly Wages—Australia—Industrial Gions, 1914- 
1943. ——"The following table shows for Australia (a) the weighted average 
weekly rate of wage in each of the industrial groups, and (6) the weighted 
average wage for all groups combined, at the dates specified. Index-numbers 
are also given for each industrial group with the average for all groups for 
the year IgII as base (= 1,000) :— 
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Weekly Wage Rates: Adult Males, Industrial Groups. 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates payable for a Full Week’s Work and Index-Numbers of Wage Rates in each Industrial Group. 





INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 





















































VA | xX 
I. IIL. TY; Vi: my XI. 
Date. a II. 7 : Other Ix. Other Xi. : XI. XIV. All 
ae Engineer- Rood, Clotting, prada Manu- Building Mining Rallways,| Land | Shipping, pede Domestic,| Miscel- | Industrial 
, ’ , e | a A < , 
ture, etc. ing, etc. sie’ ater ete. SSCL etc. Trans etc.(a) etc.(b) etc.(b) laneous. | Groups, 
ng. port. 
RATES OF WAGE. 
s. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8s. d. 8. d, 8. d. 8. d. Bd. CBA teat 8. d. s. d. 8. a. sd ad. 
30th June, ror4 59 2 57 2 55 2 52 10 63 9 55 8 65 4 64 11 59 8 srr 48 7 49 5 47 0 53 10 55 3 
31st December, 1933 .. 82 8 81 4 833 76. 7. 97 6 79 «5 92:9 «3: 97°00 So 4 76 9 80 9 JI XII 74 10 CAE} 8o 6 
ay bm TO34) 85 4 83 2 83 8 79 II 99 6 81 4 93 8 97 7 82 8 7 9 By 8 73 4 75 9 787 17 82 0 
of oi 1935... 86 8 85 3 85 3 80 9 | 100 11 83 0 94 I 99 Il 84 9 80 1 85 2 73 4 76 8 79 6 83. 0 
AD oP 1936 .. 88 3 86 10 73 8x1 4 | 104 4 85 2 95 7 | 101 o 86 0 81 8 86 8 75° 9 IQ, 5 82° 2 85 0 
A a 1937 .. 95 I 94 II 92 6 8) Oo 108 7 9I 3 IOI 7 | 104 11 92 4 88 3 95 6 78 9 85 3 87 6 go 4 
a A 1938 . nthe} 97 (8 95 2 oI 9 Il2 0 94 4 104 6] 108 2 95 3 oI 7 97 6 B24) 88 3 90 5 93°=«5 
as oP 1939 .. Ioo 1 99 3 96 9 63). 2.12145 3 95 8] 106 5] I09 1 96 6 92 10 98 6 84 0 89 11 2 10 95 3 
” ” 1940 .. 102 II I0o2 5 99 3 96 4] 116 Oo 99 OO] I09 II IIr Io 100 3 96 3 102 6 8 8 93 0 96 3 98 1 
31st March, 1941 105 6 105, 7 |:ro2 “8 | xox 5 | 117 3 | 102 2 | 113 9] 123 3 104 I 99 1o4g 8 87 10 95 9 98 11 100 9 
30th June, 1941 : 107 4 106: 7) | 203 4 |, f03° Xr | 118 3 | to4 Z| rr4 9)] Ir4. 2 106 3 99 II 105. 7. 88 5 96 1 99 6 ior 8 
30th September, 1941.. 1o8 1 109 3} 105 Of] 103 10} 118 8] 105 3] 116 3] 114 9 107 Oo 100 6 1o5 8 88 8 96 10 100 5 102 7 
31st December, 1941 1o8 5 110 0 | 106 1] 105 7 | 119 6] 107 Of 116 11] 115 I 108 8 IOI I1 106 9 93 6 97 10 Ior 2 104 3 
31st December, 1942 118 2 x18 11 | 1r4 3 |. 116 10 | 13 4 | 116 4 | 127 123 9 118 9 110 119 9 rit 38 ¥O7 5 TID x 115 8 
INDEX-NUMBERS, 
(Base: Weighted Average Wage for Australia (518. 3d.), 1911 = 1,000.) 
30th June, 1914 ae 1,154 1,116 | 1,031 1,243 1,086 1,275 1,267 1,164 997 948 954 918 1,050 
31st December, 1933 .. 1,613 1,587 1,494 1,902 1,549 1,800 1,893 1,567 1,497 1,575 1,404 I, }60 1,511 
H rf 1934 .. 1,664 1,623 1,559 1,942 1,587 1,828 1,904 1,613 1,537 1,652 1,431 1,178 1.532 
” » 1935 .. 1,691 1,663 1,576 1,969 1,619 1,336 1,949 1,653 1,562 661 1,431 1,496 1,552 
3 an 1936. 1,722 1,694 702 1,587 2,035 1,661 1,366 4,971 1,677 1,593 1,690 1,478 1,543 1,603 
“a ay 1937 .. 1,855 1,852 1,305 1,737 2,119 1,780 1,982 2,046 1,802 1,722 1,863 1,537 1,663 1,707 
x 7 1938 .. 1,916 1,906 1,857 1,790 2,185 1.840 2,030 2,.11I 1,862 1,787 1,902 1,604 1,720 1,764 
ey Ay 1939 .-. 1,953 1,936 1,888 1,817 2,22 1,867 2,076 2,142 1,884 1,812 1,922 1,639 1,755 1,811 
#4 a 1940 .. 2,008 1,998 1,937 1,880 2,264 I,931 2,182 1,957 1,878 2,001 1,671 1,815 1,878 
31st March, 1941 2,059 ' 2,060 2,003 1,979 2,288 1,993 2,030 1,938 2,042 1,714 1,868 1,92 
3eth June, 1941 ae 2,095 2,079 2,017 2,012 2,308 2,033 2,073 1,949 2,060 1,725 1,876 1,942 
30th September, 1941.. 2,109 2,134 2,050 2,025 2,314 2,054 2,088 1,961 2,061 1,731 1,890 1,969 
31st December, 1941 2,116 2,147 2,071 2,060 2,332 2,088 2,121 1,989 2,082 1,825 1,908 1,974 
31st December, 1942 2,306 2,321 2,22 2,280 2,562 2,270 2,415 2,316 2,151 2,336 2,179 2,095 2,167 






























































(a) Including the 


value of victualllng and accommodation 


where supplied. 





(6) Including the value of board and lodging where supplied 








“anOadVyT JO SHNOR ANV ANVAA AO SALVY 








Raves oF WavE AND Hours oF LABOUR. 51 


4. Adult Female Weekly Wages—States, 1914-1942.—-The index- 
numbers given in the preceding paragraphs for male adult workers were 
computed with the weighted average wage in I9gII as base (= 1,000). In 
the case of females, however, it has not been possible to secure information 
for years prior to 1914, and the index-numbers are therefore computed 
with the weighted average rate of wage payable to adult female workers in 
Australia at 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 


The following table shows the weighted average nominal weekly rate 
of wage payable to adult female workers for a full week’s work in each State 
and Australia at the dates specified. Index-numbers are also given for each 
State with the average for Australia at the 30th April, 1914, as base (1,000). 


Weekly Wage Rates : Adult Females, States. 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates payable for a Full Week's Work and 
Index-numbers of Wage Rates. 














; a , Aus- 

Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q'land. S.A. W.A. Tas. tralia. 

No. of Occupations included 85 87 37 47 24 28 308 
RATES OF WAGE. 

8. d. 8. a. 8. d. 8. d. 8. a. s. d. ad 
soth June, 1914 aie 26 9 29.4 27.0 24 et 37 4 25 10 ays 
31st December, 1933 ee 43 2 42 9 46 9 41 0 48 4 43 2 fe Wea 

% ” 1934 58 44 3 43 9 47 8 41 II 49 «+1 44 1 44.5 
rs ” 1935 oi 44 11 ie 48 0 42 5 49 «6 44 10 45 0 
»” » 1936 oe 45) 12 46 I0 48 4 43 4 50 11 45 1 46. 5 
” ” 1937 50 2 49 2 5I 4 46 10 5I 0 48 6 49 8 
“A Ah 1938 AA 51 10 50 7 53 6 47 9 B40 4 49 8 5rI 2 
” ” 1939 an 53)°3 51 9 55 2 49 7 55 8 50 8 52. 8 
” ” 1940 . 54 9 53° 5 56 0 2 1 57 6 53 1 54 8 
35 » 1941 se 57S 58 4 59 6 555 60 4 56 7 58 2 
31st March, 1942 3 59 7 59 10 60 8 56 8 60 4 57 11 59 2 
30th June, 1942.. re 60 I0 61 2 62 3 57 5 60 4 58 10 60 10 
30th September, 1942 a 6r 7. 62 2 62 8 57 7 62 7 59 10 61 
31st December, 1942 ue 63 10 64 11 66 4 GOlrss 64 2 61 3 64 4 


























INDEX-NUMBERS. 


(Base : Weighted Average for Australia (27s. 2d.), 30th April, 1914, = 1,000.) 
| 











30th June, 1914 Ar 984 1,006 993 885 1,373 950 1,000 
31st December, 1933 ae 1,589 1,573 1,720 1,510 1,778 1,587 1,569 
Pry Pe 1934 Se 1,628 1,609 1,755 1,541 1,808 1,623 1,636 
” ” 1935 . 1,654 1,626 1,767 1,561 1,808 1,651 1,655 
fT ts 1936 ate 1,677 1,722 1,780 1,594 1,873 1,661 1,708 
» ” 1937 aS 1,848 1,810 1,889 1,724 1,785 1,828 
ay a 1938 oy: 1,907 1,862 1,969 > 1,828 1,887 
” % 1939 aye 1,960 1,906 2,031 I, 1,866 1,938 
” ” 1940 aye 2,016 1,966 2,060 1,916 1,954 1,996 
” ”» I94T oe 2,133 2,148 2,191 2,038 2,082 2,141 
31st. March, 1942 2,194 } 2, 2,085 2,130 2,178 
goth June, 1942.. 2,238 Be 2,114 2,166 2,238 
30th September, 1942 2,266 2,305 2 121 2,202 2,268 
31st December, 1942 2,350 2,442 2,216 2,255 2,368 
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5. Adult Female Weekly Wages—Australia—Industrial Groups, 
1914-1942.—The following table shows for Australia (a) the weighted average 
weekly rate of wage in each of the industrial groups in which females are 
mainly employed, and (b) the weighted average rate for all groups combined, 
at the dates specified. Index-numbers are also given for each industrial 
group with the average for all groups at 30th April, 1914, as base (= I,000). 


Weekly Wage Rates: Adult Females, Industrial Groups. 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates payable for a Full Week’s Work and 
Index-numbers of Wage Rates in Industrial Groups. 


INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 


BIE V.; 
Il. Iv. Rad ve XIII. XIy. rn 


Food, Clothing, Domestic, 
Drink, Boots, a Ones Hotels, Miscel- Groups. 


laneous. 
etc. etc. facturing. etc.(a) 


RATES OF WAGE. 


a. d. a. d. 
goth June, 1914 oe A 22 24 
sxst December, 1933 ae 40 411 
” ” 1934 . 40 43 
” ” 1935 ++ 42 44 


OAD 
4 
whan & 


” ” 1936 ate 43 
» ” 1937 . 45 
” ” 1938 .- 47 
” ” 1939 oe 48 
”» » 1940 .. 50 


44 
48 
49 
50 
52 


DH Om Cc Cn 


31st§March, 1941 ats se 51 
30th June, 1941 ie ae 52 
30th September, 1941 ao 52 
31st December, 1941 So 53 
31st December, 1942 ac 59 


54.9 
55: 9 
56 6 
57 4 
63 II 


POHMH OCONHHH 


I 
7 
I 
9 
° 
6 
I 
6 
5 
8 


Noonw 











INDEX-NUMBERS. 
(Base: Weighted Average for Australia (27s. 2d.), 30th April, 1914, = 1,000.) 





soth June, 1914 a 828 gir 991 1,144 1,110 1,000 
31st December, 1933 . 1,491 1,542 1,599 1,594 1,691 1,599 
” ” 1934 = 1,497 1,601 1,626 1,689 1,737 1,636 
» ” 1935 . 1,549 1,625 1,645 1,701 1,708 1,655 


” » 1936 o 1,585 1,646 1,680 1,734 1,867 1,708 
” ” 1937 . 1,677 1,770 1,815 1,880 1,952 1,828 
” *» 1938 . 1,732 1,831 1,859 1,947 2,004 1,887 
” ” 1939 : 1,795 1,869 1,910 2,003 2,085 1,938 
” ” 1940 . 1,841 1,932 1.975 2,056 2,132 1,996 


31st March, 1941 .. at: 1,897 2,015 2,014 2,117 2,170 2,061 
30th June, 1941 rid oe 1,917 2,053 2,066 2,122 2,170 2,086 
30th September, 1941 ae 1,933 2,081 2,096 2,139 2,211 2,114 
31st December, 1941 ete 1,967 2,110 2,134 2,163 2,229 2,I14r 
31st December, 1942 te 2,195 2,354 2,378 2,332 2,468 2,368 























(a) Including the value of board and lodging where supplied. 


6. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 31st December, 1941.— 
(i) General.—The rates of wage referred to in the preceding paragraphs are 
the minima payable for a full week’s work. The number of hours con- 
stituting a full week’s work differs, however, in many instances, between 
various trades and occupations in each State, and between the same trades 
and occupations in the several States. To secure what may be for some 
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purposes a better comparison, the results in the preceding paragraphs are 
reduced to a common basis, namely, the rate of wage per hour in industrial 
groups in each State and in all States. In the Appendix (Sections IV. and 
V.) details are given of the number of hours worked per week in the various 
industries. The following tables include the average number of hours per 
week in industrial groups for each State. 


The tables show (a) the average weekly wage, (b) the average number 
of working hours per week for a full week’s work, and (c) the average hourly 
wage for adult male and female workers in each State and industrial group 
except Groups XI. (Shipping, etc.), and XII. (Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). 
Many of the occupations included in the latter two groups are of a casual 
or seasonal nature, and the hours of labour are not generally regulated 
either by awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or in other ways. 
Hence the necessary definite particulars for the computation of average 
working hours and hourly rates of wages are not available. 


(ii) Adult Males —The following table shows the average nominal weekly 
and hourly rates of wage payable to adult male workers and the weekly 
hours of labour at 31st December, 1941 :— 


Weekly and Hourly Wage Rates : Adult Males, Industrial Groups. 
Average Rates of Wage Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 31st December, 1941. 





| Aus- 
Industrial Group. Particulars. | N.S.W.| Vic. | Qld. | S.A. | W.A.| Tas. 7 
a 
| 








Weekly Wage [111/10 | 106/5| 109/2] 103/2] 107/8| 104/6| 108/5 
Working Hours | 44.00 | 44.00] 44.00] 44.00] 44.00] 44.00] 44.00 
Hourly Wage | 2/6% 2/5| 2/53] 2/44] 2/52/ 2/44) 2/54 


Weekly Wage 111/3 | 108/5| 112/1] 106/6] 115/1|109/11| r10/o 
Working Houts| 44.00 | 44.00] 44.00] 44.32] 44.00] 44.00] 44.04 
Hourly Wage 2/6} 2/54| 2/63) 2/42] 2/74 2/6 2/6 


Weekly Wage 108/8 | 104/1| 106/8]}102/11} 107/6] 97/10] 106/1 
Working Hours| 44.00 | 44.59] 43.64| 44.29] 44.20] 44.68] 44.15 
Hourly Wage 2/543 2/4] 2/53] 2/4) 2/54] 2/23) 2/42 


Weekly Wage 105/7 | 104/7] 109/0} 109/o0}] 108/5] 103/0] 105/7 
Working Hours} 44.00 | 44.00] 44.00] 44.00] 44.00] 44.00] 44.00 
Hourly Wage | 2/4%| 2/43) 2/5%| 2/58) 2/58) 2/4] 2/4% 


| Weekly Wage 124/1 |115/10| 115/1| 112/2] 135/2] 114/1| 119/6 
Working Hours | 43.38 | 43.39] 43.20] 43.68] 42.72] 43.35] 43.35 
Hourly Wage | 2/10} 2/8 2/8| 2/62 3/2| 2/74 2/9 
| 
Weekly Wage [109/11 | 105/5|101/10] 105/3] 108/3] 103/2] 107/o 
Working Hours} 43.98 | 43.81] 43.97] 44.25] 44.00] 44.18] 43.95 
Hourly Wage 2/6 | 2/48) 2/38] 2/48] 2/53) 2/4) 2/5% 


I. Wood, Furniture, ete. .. 


II, Engineering, Metal 
Works, etc. 


Il. Food, Drink, ete. 


IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. 








V. Books, Printing, ete. .. 





VI. Other Manufacturing 


Weekly Wage | 118/5 | 120/2| 1090/7] 112/3] 116/7] 109/6|116/11 
Working Hours! 43.66 | 44.00] 40.00] 44.00] 44.00] 44.00] 43.42 
Hourly Wage 2/8$ | 2/83| 2/9] 2/63] 2/73] 2/53] 2/8 


Weekly Wage 117/2 | 105/5| 114/9| 87/0|130/6b|103/x0} 115/1 

Working Hours | 41.94 | 41.52] 42.40] 43.79] 40.54] 41.69] 41.75 

Hourly Wage 2/94 2/64, 2/84] 1/112] 3/24 2/6} 2/9% 
| 


| Weekly Wage jx10/r0 | 111/1| 104/3| 104/0] 106/1|100/10] 108/8 
Working Heurs | 43.81 | 43.85] 44.00] 43.94] 43-79] 44.00) 43.86 
Hourly Wage 2/6 | 2/63] 2/43] 2/43] 2/5) 2/38) 2/5% 


Weekly Wage {103/11 | ror/1| ror/3] 98/1| 104/7| 94/8|101/11 
Working Hours | 44.00 44-27] 44.00] 44.00] 44.00 44.00] 44.08 
Hourly Wage | 2/44 2/3%| 2/33] 2/22] 2/44] 2/12) 2/32 
| 
(a) Weighted Average. (6) Excludes District allowances in the gold-mining industry. 
(c) Average rates of wage and hours prevailing at the principal mining centres in each State. 
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VII. Building 


VIII. Mining(c) 


LX. Rall and Tram Services .. 





X. Other Land Transport .. 
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Weekly and Hourly Wage Rates: Adult Males, Industrial Groups—continued. 


Average Rates of Wage Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 31st 
December, 1941—continued. 





Industrial Group. 


Particulars. 


N.S.W. 


Vic. 


W.A. 


Tas. 





XI. Shipping, ete. 


XI. Pastoral, Agricultural, 
etc. 


XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. .. 


XIV. Miscellaneous .. 


Weekly. Wage(b) 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage(c) 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage(c) 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage(c) 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


106/11 


99/8 
44.00 
2/3t 
101/10 
44.00 
2/3% 


106/7 
95/3 


99/10 
44.52 


102/9 
44-79 
2/34 


100/5 
44.00 
2/34 


105/5 
100/5 


96/10 
44.00 
2/2% 


102/2 
44.00 


2/3% 


107/0 
96/4 


72/11 
44.00 
1/8 


95/3 
40.59 
2/c4 





All Groups(a) .. 


All Groups excepting XI 
and XII,(a) 


{ 


Weekly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 








105/4 


108/8 
43.68 
2/52 





104/5 


106/4 
44.12 
2/5 





101/9 
105/9 


43-43 
2/5% 





101/3 
44.49 
2/3% 





110/2 


112/5 
43.13 
2/7 





99/3 


100/2 
44.42 
2/3 





107/o0 
43.83 
2/5t 


——————————— eS es ee ee ae ee 
(6) Average rates of wage are for occupations other than Masters, 
Officers, and Engineers in the Merchant Marine Service, and include value of victnalling and 


(a) Weighted average. 


accommodation where provided. 


(c) Includes the value of board and lodging, 


order that the rate may be comparable with those paid in other industries. 


(iii) Adult Females—The following table shows the average nominal 
weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult female workers and the 
weekly hours of labour at 31st December, 1941 :— 


Weekly and Hourly Wage Rates: Adult Females, Industrial Groups. 
Average Rates of Wage Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 31st December, 1941. 





Industrial Group. 


Particulars. 


Qid. 


where supplied, in 


Aus- 
tralia. 
(a) 





III. Food, Drink, ete. 


IV. Clothing, Boote, etc. 


Je) | a Sot a8 
All other Manufacturing 


XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. .. 


XIV. Shop Assistants, Clerks, 
etc, 


All Groups(a) 


(a) Weighted Average. 


{ 


(b) Includes the value of board and lodging, where supplied, in order that 
the rate may be coinparable with those paid in other industries. 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage(b) 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage(b) 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 








53/4 
44.00 
1/2t 


56/9 
44.00 
1/34 
55/1 
44.00 
1/3 


56/6 
43.38 
1/33 


63/3 


57/1r 
43.88 
1/34 





54/11 
44.00 
1/3 


57/0 
44.00 
1/34 


61/5 
44. oo 
1/43 
/4 
44.00 
1/5 


58/8} 


50/0 
44.00 


1/13 


59/1 
44.00 


1/4 


53/0 
44.00 
1/24 


58/11 
44.00 
1/4 


63/6 


45.00) 44. 


1/33] 


58/4 
44.19} 





1/33 


44.00 


1/44 





44.00] 
1/3 





60/4 
44.00 
1/4% 





53/0 
44.00 


1/24 


57/4 
44.00 
1/34 


55/0 
44.00 
1/3 


55/9 
44.00 


1/3 


56/7 
44.00 
1/3% 





53/5 
44.00 
1/24 


57/4 
44.00 


1/33 


58/o 
44.00 
1/38 


58/9 
43.78 
1/4 
60/7 
44.30 
1/4h 


58/2 
44. 03 
1/33 





Notr.—Particulars as at 31st December, 1942, appear in Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics, 


No. 171, March, 1943. 
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7. Adult Male Weekly Wages—States, 1891 to 1942.—The following 
table shows the weighted average nominal weekly rates of wage payable to 
adult male workers in each State from 1891 to 1942. The wages given in this 
table relate to the 31st December in cach year. Index-numbers are also 
given for each State with the average for Australia in I9gII as base (= 1,000). 


Weekly Wage Rates: Adult Males, States. 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates payable for a Full Week’s Work and Index- 
numbers of Wage Rates. 





State. 1891. IQII.| 1914.| 1920.|} 1929. | 1936, 1938. 





Rates or WaGE. 





n 


olwoanoarnot 


a : . 8. djs. djs 
N.S.Wales aa | |56 94 102 11| 85 
Victoria aye 54 86 83 


-|s. de 

7 

Queensland .. 53 5j9r 88 
5 

°o 

§ 


&. d 
96 7 
OSmr5 
97 5 
88 11 
100 6 
89 5 


& 


lLuwnwourt 


S. Australia .. 54 82 97 79 
W. Australia .. 62 10/89 90 
Tasmania ney 2 85 94 8| 83 








Australia .. 55 89 rojror 5195 2 


a 












































INDEX-NUMBERS. 
(Base : Weighted average for Australia (518. 3d.) 1911 = 1,000.) 





N.S. Wales... £61] &58] 1,003 Poselessd 2,007 6 1,797] 1,854] 1,885] 1,943 
Victoria Je 789} 796) 985] 1,065] 1,679] 1,972 6 1,719] 1,780] 1,823] 1,892 
Queensland .. g08} gor] 997] 1;042| 1,785] 1,975 1,808] 1,870] 1,900] 1,908 
S. Australia .. 811 819) 1,013 1,062| 1,613] 1,896 55 1,674| 1,700] 1,735] 1,812 
W. Australia .. | 1,022) 1,052] 1,152] 1,226] 1,751] 1,963 6 1,816] 1,933] 1,962] 2,029 
Tasmania sie 751) 719 799] 1,028 1,674] 1,848 7 1,697] 1,725] 1,745| 1,807 








Australla  .. 848) 848] 1,000 1,085| 1,752| 1,974 ; 1,763} 1,823] 1,858] 1,913 





8. Adult Male Weekly Wages—Australia—Industrial Groups, 1891 
to 1942.—The following table shows the weighted average nominal weekly 
wages payable in each industrial group in Australia. The wages relate to the 
31st December in each year. Index-numbers are also given for each 
industrial group with the average for all groups in IgII as base (= 1,000). 


Weekly Wage Rates: Adult Males, Industrial Groups. 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates payable for a Full Week’s Work and Index- 
numbers of Wage Rates. 





Industrial 4 Pp nail 
Group. 1891. | 1920. | 1929. 36. | 1937. 


RATES OF 








| 
8s. djs. dja. dls. 8. a. | 6. d.| 
52 5/5 3 95 1\r04 xo} 
47 92 $/103 6) 
38 ‘ 89 3/100 10} 


36 3 3 3 86 5) 99 
53 C | | 99 6l119 
| 

46 6 5 6 | 88 11/102 
50 | 95 7113 
58 54 |103 1O/r10 
50 5 3] 93 1/165 
39 6). ‘ E E87 5) 96 


| 


09 Gee goa Ee) 4: 0} 88 olro7 
XII, «+ [34) 10]3 49 5| 87 1| 95 
XI. we) 192 3145 4 80 6! 92 
KIVes | .. [99 7 ; 4 0| 84 x11] 96 




















ALL GROUPS|43 5 | 89 10l101 
if 
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Weekly Wage Rates : Adult Males, Industrial Groups—continued. 





Industrial Group. 1891.|/1901.|I9II.|1914./1920./1929./1936.| 1937.| 1938.|1939.|1940.| 1941./1942. 





INDEX-NUMBERS. 
(Base: Weighted average for Australia (51s. 3d. I = I,000.) 








| 

I. Wood, Furniture, etc. |1,023)1,019}1,125|1,161 i Gsslaonaltigaa 1,953] 2,008) 2 
Il. Engineering, Metal | 

Works, etc. «+ | 93%] 945]1,064/1,127]1,803|/2,019/1,694 1.936) 1,998) 2 

III. Food, Drink, etc. .. | 745} 871] 991/1,085|1,742 1,967/1,702 1,888) 1,937] 2 

IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, 
etc. or «es 716| 708] 981/1,034|1,687|1,942/1,587 7 1,817| 1,880) 2 
YV. Books, Printing, etc. [1,043] 996}1,149|1,246|1,941/2,323/2,035 2,229] 2,264] 2 





VI. Other Manufacturin, 904| 907]1,013|1,093]1,736|1,994|1,661| 1,780) 1,867) 1,931] 
VII. Building .. «. | 986/1,050]1,213/1,276|1,865|2,205|1,866 2 2,076) 2,145) - 
VIII. Mining Sc «+ |1,134|/1,067]1,194|1,272]2,026|2,157/1,971 2,142| 2,182| 
IX. Rail and Tram Ser- | 
vices co «- | 992/1,021]1,113/1,165|1,816)2,052)1,677| 1,802) 1,884| 1,957) 

X. Other Land Transport | 772) 795| 9g10c|1,026|1,702|/1,888/1,593 2 1,812| 1,878 











XI. Shipping, etc. ate 745| 751| 871| 972/1,716|2,087/1,690 1,922 2.001 
XII. Agricultural, Pastoral, | | 

etc. Ne 3e 680 €27| 839] 965/1,699/1,863/1,478 1,639) 1,671) 

XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. | 641] 598) 887) 935/1,571/1,804/1,543 1,755) 1,815 

XIV. Miscellaneous -. | 773| 759| 929/1,054|1,656)1,886|1,603 1,811| 1,878 

| | | | | | | | 

| 
































j | | | 
All Groups .. | 848] 848 1,000|1,085|1,752.1,974|1,659| 1,763 1,823 1,858) 1,913 
if if | 


9. Adult Male Hourly Wages—States, 1914-1942.—The following 
table shows the weighted average nominal hourly rates of wage payable to 
adult male workers in each State at the dates specified. Index-numbers 
are also given for each State with the average for Australia at 30th April, 
IQI4 as base (= 1,000). 


Hourly Wage Rates : Adult Males, States. (a) 
Norr.—The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest farthing. 
Weighted Average Nominal Hourly Rates payable and Index-numbers of Hourly Rates. 








New 
Date. South Victoria. 
Wales. 


Queens- South Western Tas- 


land. | Australia, | Australia.| mania, |Australla. 





Rates OF WAGE. 





d, 
1} 
ot 
2 

24 
8} 


8 


d. 
14 
2 
4 
4 


= 


30th April, 1914 

31st December, 1921 
” » 1928 
” ” 1929 
” ” 1932 


HNHNHH & 
NN DHRH & 
eH NNNH 


1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 


9 


NNHHH 
NNNHKHNN 
HNHH eH 





” 1938 
” 1939 
” 1940 
” 1941 
” 1942 


NNN 
RHNN 


NNHNH 


nN 
NNHNHNDHD 


NNHNN 


nN 
nN 
nN 























(a) Weighted average hourly tates of wage for all industrial groups excepting Groups XI. 
(Shipping, etc.), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.). Working hours have not been generally 
regulated by industrial tribunals for occupations classified in Industrial Groups XI. and XII. 


(28) 
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Hourly Wage Rates : Adult Males, States—continuwed. 


New . 
; Queens- South Western Tas- 
beet Victoria. land. Australia.| Australia.) mania. Australia, 





INDEX-NUMBERS. 
(Base: Weighted Average for Australia (13.96d.) 30th April, 1914 = 1,000.) 





30th April, 1914 .. 998 980 963 991 1,170 933 1,000 
31st December, 1921 | 1,817 1,741 1,865 1,637 1,796 1,675 1,779 
1928 | 2,004 1,867 2,001 1,788 1,916 1,728 1,928 
1929 | 2,011 1,895 2,001 1,808 1,923 1,751 1,940 
1932 | 1,701 | 1,451 | 1,748 | 1,355 | 1,584 | 1,464 | 1,584 


1933 | 1,655 | 1,438 | 1,775 | 1,372] 1571 | 1,463] 1,567 
1934 | 1,676 1,484 1,782 1,410 1,624 1,494 1,594 
1935 | 1,703 1,496 1,782 1,476 1,689 1,519 1,623 
1936 | 1,731 1,567 1,787 1,500 | 1,776] 1,552 1,670 
1937 | 1,878 1,676 1,875 1,602 1,804 1,643 1,779 


1938 | 1,935 | 15741 | 1,934 | 1,638] 1,968 | 1,671 | 1,840 
1939 | 1,963 | 1,834] 1,979 | 1,692 | 2,001 1,717 | 1,903 
1940 | 2,038 1,920 1,986 1,796 2,080 1,805 1,973 
1941 2,138 2,071 2,092 1,956 2,240 1,938 2,098 
1942 | 2,339 2,302 ZE232 2,153 2,381 2,105 2,295 




















10, Adult Female Hourly Wages—States, 1914 to 1942.—The 
following table shows the weighted average nominal hourly rates of wage 
payable to adult female workers in each State at the dates specified. Index- 
numbers are also given for each State with the average for Australia at 30th 
April, 1914 as base (= 1,000). 


Hourly Wage Rates : Adult Females, States. 
Notz.—The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest farthing. 
Weighted Average Nominal Hourly Rates payable and Index-numbers of Hourly Rates. 





New 
: Queens- South Western Tas- 
Date. els Victoria. land. Austtalia.| Australia.| mania. 


Australia, 





Ratss oF WA 





30th April, 1914 

31st December, 1921 
1928 
1929 
1932 





HHHHO ®& 


1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 





et 


1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 





HH eee 
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Hourly Wage Rates : Adult Females, States—continued. 








Pee Victoria Queens- South Western Tas- 


. ‘ Australia. 
Wales. land. Australia.| Australia.| mania. 





INDEX-NUMBERS. 
(Base: Weighted Average for Australia (6.64d.), 30th April, 1914 = 1,0 





30th April, 1914 .. 980 1,021 976 881 1,386 920 
318t December, 1921 | 1,965 1,878 1,989 1,770 2,215 1,794 
a 1928 | 2,205 2,140 2,250 2,003 2,333 2,092 
or 1929 | 2,218 2,154 2,252 2,015 2,333 2,108 
1932 | 1,837 1,711 1,863 1,605 1,967 1,700 


1933 | 1,776 I,700 1,919 1,611 1,916 1,691 
1934 | 1,819 | 1,738 | 1,956 | 1,699] 1,947] 1,730 
1935 | 1,848 | 1,758 | 1,971 | 1,721 | 1,947 | 1,759 
1936 | 1,875 1,883 1,985 1,700 2,018 1,803 
1937 | 2,066 1,985 2,107 1,839 1,990 1,938 


1938 | 2.134 2,050 2,196 1,878 2,164 1,991 
1939 | 2,193 2,107 2,267 1,952 2,217 2,032 
1940 2,250 2,184 2,298 2,069 ; 2,181 
1941 | 2,387 | 2,387] 2.444 | 2.274 477 | 2,324 
1942 2,630 2,657 2,726 73 








2,517 














11. Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Males, States.—The following 
table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour (exclusive of 
overtime) in a full working week for adult female workers in each State and 
Australia at 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1921 to 1942. Index- 
numbers are given for each State with the weighted average hours of labour 
for Australia at 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 


Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime): Adult Males, States.(a) 


Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) worked during a Full 
Working Week. 
New | 


South | Victoria. 
Wales. 





Queens- South Western 


land. Australia. | Australia. Australia. 





Hours or LAgpour. 





30th April, 1914 .. | 49.42 -80 | 48.78 : 47. : 48.93 
31st December, 1921 | 45. +95 45-52 . 46. 5 46.22 
” 1928 | 44. 5.79 | 43.96 : 45- : 45-27 
” 1929 | 44. -83 | 43-96 . 45- : 45-34 
» 1932 | 44. -86 | 44.99 . 45. : 45-49 





os 1933 | 44- 5.82 44.00 5 45+ . 45.36 
” 1934 | 44- 82 44-00 : 45- : 45.36 
” 1935 | 44- -69 | 43.69 . 45- . 45-26 
” 1936 | 44. 3.41 | 43-69 : 45-3 . 45-09 
» 1937 | 44- 7) 43.68 9 45+ . 45.03 


1938 | 44. -75 | 43-67 : 44- : 44.82 
1939 | 43. -61 | 43.46 8 44. +33 | 44.29 
1940 | 43. -28 43-46 45. 44- <¢ 44.04 
1941 | 43.68 | 44.12 | 43.43 -49 | 43- . 43-83 
1942 | 43-5 43-94 | 43-32] 44-25 | 43- 43-51 | 43-05 























(a) Weighted average working hours per week for all industrial groups excepting Groups XI 
(Shipping), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.). Working hours have not been generally regulated by 
industrial tribunals for occupations classified in Industrial Groups XI. and XII. 
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Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime): Adult Males, States—continued. 


New 
Date. South | Victoria. 
Wales. 


Queens- South Western Tas- 
land. Australia. | Australia. | mania. Australia. 


INDEX-NUMBERS, 


(Base: Weighted Average for Australia (48.93), 30th April, 1914 = 1,000.) 





30th April, r9org .. | 1,010 997 997 993 976 994 | 1,000 
31st December, 1921 933 960 930 962 945 957 945 
1928 903 954 898 954 926 957 925 
1929 go2 957 898 957 932 962 927 
1932 903 958 919 957 930 955 930 


1933 904 957 899 957 930 956 927 
1934 904 957 899 957 930 956 927 
1935 903 954 893 953 929 955 925 
1936 901 948 893 951 926 947 922 
1937 go 945 893 952 925 945 920 


1938 899 935 893 946 906 940 916 
1939 898 gi2 888 937 906 926 905 
1940 893 905 888 924 gol 918 900 
1941 893 902 888 909 881 908 896 
1942 889 898 885 904 881 889 892 




















12. Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Females, States.—The following 
table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour (exclusive of overtime) 
in a full working week for adult female workers in each State and Australia 
at 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1921 to 1942. Index-numbers 
are given for each State with the weighted average hours of labour for 
Australia at 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 


Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime): Adult Females, States. 


Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) worked during a Full 
Working Week. 


* Queens- South Western Tas- 
Victoria. land. Australia. | Australia. | mania. Australia. 





Hours or Lagrour. 





30th April, 1914 .. 48-54 | 49-32 | 49.33 
31st December, 1921 46.04 45-66 46.10 
1928 < 45-40 | 44.01 46.03 
1929 : 45-40 44.01 46.03 
1932 : 45-44 | 44-56 | 46.03 


1933 : 45-44 | 44-03 | 46.03 
1934 : 45-44 | 44-03 | 46.03 
1935 . 45-44 | 44-03 | 46.03 
1936 : 44-94 | 44.03 | 46.03 
1937 . 44-76 | 44.03 | 46.02 


1938 -88 | 44.03 | 44.03 | 45.90 
1939 . 44-42 | 44.01 | 45.96 
1940 6 44.19 44.01 45-47 
1941 43- 44.19 44.00 44.00 
1942 | 43- 44.19 44.00 44.00 
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Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime): Adult Females, States—continued. 


{ 





New 


























Date. Seah | Wsterm | Sting” | assist, Zustala| mania, | Australia 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 

(Base: Weighted average for Australia (49.08) 30th April, 1914 = 1,000.) 
30th April, 1914 .. | 1,005 989 1,005 1,005 992 | 1,034 I,000 
318t December, 1921 918 938 930 939 937 975 931 
» » 1928 895 925 897 938 928 939 913 
” » 1929 895 925 897 938 928 939 913 
» » 1932 895 926 908 938 928 939 914 
» ” 1933 895 926 897 938 928 939 913 
” ” 1934 895 926 897 938 928 939 913 
” » 1935 895 926 897 938 928 939 913 
» ” 1936 895 916 897 938 928 922 909 
”» » 1937 895 gi2 897 | 938 928 922 907 
” » 1938 894 909 897 936 925 919 905 
” » 1939 804 905 897 936 925 919 904 
+5 i 1940 894 goo 8907 926 896 896 900 
os nf 1941 8094 900 896 896 896 806 807 
- 34 1942 894 900 896 896 896 896 897 




















13. Nominal and Effective Wages.—(i) General. Wages are said to 
be nominal when they represent the actual amounts of money received in 
return for labour, and are described as effective or real when expressed in 
terms of their equivalent purchasing power, that is, their purchasing power 
over some definite composite unit or regimen the cost of which can be 
ascertained at different times. The relation between nominal and effective 
or real wages was discussed at some length in Labour Report No. 6, and was 
also referred to in Labour Report No. Iz. 


Since it is possible to measure purchasing power over more than one 
composite unit or regimen it is equally possible to convert any given nominal 
wage series into more than one series of effective or real wages. Prior to 
1936 it was the practice of the Bureau to compute effective wage index- 
numbers by dividing the nominal wage index-numbers by the corresponding 
retail price index-numbers for food, groceries and rent of all houses (“A ” 
series). While wage-rates were generally varied on the basis of the “A” 
series index-numbers there was a good deal to be said for this procedure. 
When the Commonwealth Court abandoned the “A” series, the merits of 
the “C ” series of retail price index-numbers for “ deflating ” nominal wage 
rates were strengthened. The “C” series covers food, groceries, rent of 
four and five-roomed houses, clothing and miscellaneous household require- 
ments. As the computation of the “A” series index by this Bureau was 
discontinued after the June quarter, 1938, real wages to the end of 1937 are 
measured in terms of their purchasing power over both the “A” series 
regimen and the “C” series regimen* in the following tables and over the 
“C” series only for the subsequent years. 

(ii) Nominal Weekly Wage Index-numbers—Adult Males, States, 1901 te 
1942.—The following table shows for the period Igor to 1942 the weighted 
average nominal weekly rates of wage in each State, the weighted average 
rate for Australia in 1911 being taken as the base (= 1,000). The indea- 
numbers for Igor and Igri are based on rates current at the end of December, 
annual averages not being available. For 1914 and subsequent years, 
however, the index-numbers have been computed from the average of the 
rates current at the end of each quarter. 








* For explanation of “A” and “C” series, see page 28. 
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Nominal Wage Index-Numbers: Adult Males, States. 


(Base : Weighted Average Wage for Australia, 1911 = 1,000.) 
a a SS hd i itn Le 


State. IQOL.| IOII.| 1914.| T92I.| 1929.] 1934.| 1935.| 1936.| 1937.| 1938.| 1939 | 1940. 





N.S.Wales .. 858] 1,003} 1,093] 1,862] 2,012] 1,617] 1,631] 1,654 1,723] 1,829) 1,874] 1,920] 2,024] 2,210 
Victoria ate 796| 985] 1,062) 1,803} 1,964] 1,523] 1,550] 1,583] 1,665] 1.755] 1,808 1,865| 1,984| 2,172 
Queensland .. 90I! 997] 1,035} 1,879] 1,976] 1,727] 1,731] 1,728] 1,774] 1,854| 1,885] 1,903] 1,981| 2,091 
8. Australia 819] 1,013] 1,061) 1,697] 1,891] 1,458] 1,493] 1,533] 1,608] 1,688 1,725] 1,764| 1,897] 2,065 
W. Australia 1,052/ 1,152) 1,223) 1,832] 1,960] 1,619] 1,639] 1,730] 1,790] 1,376] 1,956] 1,999] 2,106] 2,215 
Tasmania .. 719) 799] 1,027] 1,745] 1,840] 1,540] 1,571] 1,610] 1,656] 1,718] 1,738] 1,787 1,895] 2,057 

















Australia .. | 848} 1,000] 1,081] 1,826] 1,972| 1,590] 1,612) 1,638] 1,707] 1,799] 1,846| 1,889] 1,997 2,164 























(iti) Effective or Real Wage Index-numbers—Adult Males, States—1go1- 
1942.—In obtaining the effective wage index-numbers in the following tables 
the nominal wage index-numbers shown above have been divided by the 
corresponding retail price index-numbers for the capital city and multiplied 
by 1,000. 

The index-numbers for rg0r and 1911 which are based on nominal rates 
of wage current at the end of December may be taken as substantially accurate 
since the movement in wages during the course of any one year prior to 1914 
was comparatively slight. 


Effective or Real Wage Index-Numbers for Adult Males (Full Work) : Measured in terms. 


of purchasing power over the ‘‘ A’ series regimen. 
(Base : Weighted average real wage in Australia in IQII = 1,000.) 


State. TQOX./IQTI. | 19I4.| 1921.| 1928.| 1929.| 1930. | 1937. 1935. | 1936 | 1937 





N.S. Wales... 96! 973] 906] 1,079] 1,089] 1,050] 1,107] 1,160 1,150} 1,138] 1,101] 1,095] 1,090] 1,107 
Victoria .. 915] 1,037] 961) 1,038] 1,120| 1,084] 1,158) 1,162 1,126] 1,139] 1,114] 1,092] 1,075 1,099 
Queensland | 1,172] 1,090] 1,038 1,244] 1,236] 1,220] 1,317] 1,345] 1,376 1,417| 1,377] 1,322] 1,261] 1,237 
8. Australia 948! 957] 929] 1,027] 1,089] 1,067 1,166) 1,178} 1,133] 1,152 1.144] 1,149] 1,143] 1,15 
W. Australia | 1,024] 1,023] 1,070} 1,139 1,156) 1,143! 1,229/ 1,232] 1,212| 1,246 1,221] 1,260] 1,251] 1,253 
Tasmania .. 827| 838] 942] 977] 1,099] 1,064] 1,111] 1,104 1,067| 1,094] 1,086) 1,099] 1,094] 1,088 














Australia 964] 1,000] 948) 1,076] 1,415] 1,082] 1,152] 1,185 1,168) 1,178] 1,148] 1,135] 1,121] 1,133 
/ 

Te 

Since the “‘C ” series index-numbers were not compiled for periods prior 

to November, 1914, it has been assumed for the purpose of the following 

table that fluctuations between rgrz (the base of the table) and 1914 in the 

“C” series would have been ‘similar to the fluctuations observed in the 
“A” series. 




















Effective or Real Wage Index-Numbers for Adult Males (Full Work): Measured in terms 
of purchasing power over the “C ”? series regimen. 


(Base : Weighted average real wage in Australia in IQII = 1,000.) 








State. TQII.| I9T4.| I921I.| 1928.) 1929.| 1934.| 1935.| 1936. 1937-| 1938.] 1939.| 1940. «| 1942. 





N.S.Wales .. aye: 925 1,159 1,168 1,187] 1,187] 1,20. 
Victoria oe ae 954 1,188 1,155 sad nerd Liss 
Queensland. . es | 1,022 1,296 1,277 1,264] 1,240] 1,224 
8. Australia AG 914 1,106 1,128 1,136] 1,158] 1,159 
W. Australia +» [1,043 1,155 1,242 1,293] 1,279] 1,259: 
Tasmania .. es 902} 984] 1,123 xt4t 1,139] 1,142] I,150 








Australia.. |1,000] 948 1,172 1,178 1,190] 1,194] 1,196 


tt 
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In the above tables the effective wage index-numbers are computed to 
the one base, that of Australia for 1911. As the index-numbers are 
comparable in all respects, comparisons may be made as to the increase 
or decrease in the effective wage index-number for any State over any period 
of years. 

(iv) Effective or Real Wage Index-numbers—Adult Males, Australia— 
Igo1-1942. In the following table similar index-numbers are given for 
Australia as a whole under both the “A” and “C” series. These are 
obtained by dividing the nominal wage index-numbers for Australia for the 
year concerned by the corresponding retail price index-numbers for the six 
capital cities and multiplying by 1,000. 


Nominal and Effective or Real Wage Index-Numbers for Adult Males (Full Work), (9) 


(Base: Weighted average real wage in Australia in 1911 = 1,000.) 























| Effective or Real Wage 
Retail Price Index-numbers. Me ie ieee ieee ae 
Nominal | regimen of— 
Weekly 
Year. Wage 
eee aa 
Groce eee au pan A” Series. C"’ Series. 
All Houses). 

Igo... at 848 880 an 964 
Iglo.. ne 955 | 970 es 985 
I1gII.. oe 1,000 1,000 (1,000) 1,000 (1,000) 
1912.. ae 1,051 1,101 an 955 sie 
I9I3.. Ae 1,076 1,104 ay 975 os 
IQI4.. AG 1,081 1,140 1,140 948 948 
19I5.- a0 1,092 1,278 1,297 854 842 
1916.. 30 1,044 1,324 1,319 864 867 
1917.. oe 1,220 | —-1,318 1,406 930 872 
1918... de 1,270 1,362 1,501 932 846 
1gI9.. se 1,370 1,510 1,695 907 808 
1920.. we 1,627 1,785 1,935 gII 841 
192!.. ae 1,826 1,697 1,680 1,076 1,087 
1922.. Me 1,801 1,600 1,619 1,126 1,112 
1923.. ae 1,805 1,700 1,664 1,062 1,085 
1924.. of 1,840 1,681 1,637 1,095 1,124 
1925-- ar 1,861 1,722 1,654 1,081 1,125 
1926.. ae 1,914 1,786 1,677 1,072 1,141 
1927.. iS 1,946 1,766 1,662 1,102 1,171 
1928.. ae ¥,963 1,760 1,675 1,115 1,172 
1929.. ar 1,972 1,822 1,713 1,082 1,151 
1930.. ae 1,939 1,683 1,618 1,152 1,198 
1931... aes 1,752 1,479 1,448 1,185 1,210 
1932.. or 1,639 1,403 1,377 1,168 I,190 
1933-- .- 1,584 1,345 1,335 1,178 1,187 
1934.-- + 1,590 1,385 1,355 1,148 1,173 
1935-- se x,612 1,420 1,380 I,135 1,169 
1936.. ae 1,638 1,461 1,409 1,121 1,162 
1937-- mic 1,707 1,507 1,448 1,133 1,178 
1938.. Ae 1,799 (b) 1,488 (b) 1,209 
1939.. as 1,846 (d) 1,526 (b) Tj22z 
1940.. oie 1,889 (5) 1,588 (6) 1,190 
1941... Ge 1,997 (b) 1,673 (b) 1,194 
1942.. - 2,164 (b) | 1,809 (b) 1,196 





(a) As to the effect in abnormal periods, see page 20 of Labour Report No. 6. (b) Not available. 


Notg.—For years prior to 1914 the nominal wage index-numbers relate to the end of the year only 
but from r914 onward these figures, in addition to those for retail prices, are averages for the whole year. 
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The effective or real wage in I90r under the “A” series was 3.6 per 
cent. less than in 1911. During the period 1912 to 1920, while wages in- 
creased steadily, prices increased at a greater rate, with the result that the 
purchasing power of wages under both the “A” and the “C” series was 
less in each of these years than in 1911. The first occasion on which the 
effective wage was higher than in IgII was in the year 1921. 

In 1937, the last complete year for which both “ A” and “‘ C” series of 
retail price index-numbers are available, the effective wage was 13.1 per cent. 
higher than in I91I under the “A” series and 17.7 per cent. under the 
“C” series. 

Retail prices rose in 1942, but as nominal wages rose to a greater extent 
than prices, the effective wage index-number rose from 1,194 to 1,196 under 
the “ C ” series. 


14. Productive Activity.—The preceding tables show the movement 
in real (or effective) wages, i.e., wages measured in series of retail purchasing 
power. A parallel problem is the measure of productivity, i.e., the quantity 
of production (irrespective of prices) in relation to population or persons 
engaged in production. 

The following table shows the total recorded value of production valued 
as in the principal markets as ascertained from various sources during the 
years specified :— 


Estimated Gross Value of Australian Production. 





Dairy, Forestry 
ay oto a Poultry and and Mining. ope 
x Bee Farming.| Fisheries. uring. 
(a) 





£’000, £’000. £’000. £’000, £’000. £’000. £’000, 
1906 a 251349 | 45,389 13,611 4,879 | 26,643 31,172 | 147,043 
1gIt ++ | 38,774 | 52,729 20,154 5,868 | 23,303 | 47,531 | 188,359 ° 
1913 ae 46,162 63,146 21,682 6,626 25,594 57,674 | 220,884 
1914 te 36,052 67,085 22,504 6,853 22,054 59,004 | 213,552 
1916 + 61,255 83,054 27,931 6,062 23,192 60,502 | 261,996 


1920-21 .. | 112,801 90,641 52,613 11,136 21,675 | 101,778 | 390,644 
1921-22 .. 81,890 75,054 44,417 10,519 20,029 | 112,517 | 344,426 
1922-23 .. 84,183 97,127 43,542 11,124 20,281 | 123,188 | 370,445 
1923-24 .. 81,166 | 110,216 42,112 11,866 22,184 | 132,732 | 400,276 
1924-25 .. | 107,163 | 127,301 45,190 | 12,357 | 24,592 | 137,977 | 454,580 


1925-26 .. 89,267 | 113,556 48,278 12,784 24,529 | 143,256 | 431,670 
1926-27 .. 98,295 | I1I,716 46,980 12,790 23,939 | 153,034 | 447,354 
1927-28 .. 84,328 | 124,554 50,261 12,181 23,015 | 158,562 | 452,901 
1928-29 .. | 89,440 | 116,733 50,717 | 11,617 | 19,539 | 159,759 | 447,805 
1929-30 .. 77,109 | 84,563 49,398 | 11,371 17,912 | 149,184 | 389,537 


1930-31 .. 79,500 | 69,499 43,067 8,313 | 15,361 | 112,966 | 319,706 
1931-32 .. 74,489 61,540 41,478 7,703 13,352 | 106,456 | 305,018 
1932-33 .. 75,502 64,851 39,622 8,470 15,583 114,136 | 318,224 
1933-34 -- 70,731 95,613 40,306 9,605 17,608 | 123,355 | 357,218 
1934-35 -- 68,587 | 74,556 44,763 | 10,856 19,949 | 137,638 | 356,349: 


1935-36 .. | 75,388 | 91,286 47,533 | 11,424 | 23,248 | 155,891 | 404,770. 
1936-37 .. 91,403 | 105,499 49,886 11,765 27,381 | 170,811 | 456,745. 
1937-38 .. 93,229 | 100,794 57,041 14,755 32,434 | 188,061 | 486,914 
1938-39 .. | 76,851 | 84,805 60,404 | 14,634 | 32,463 | 195,746 | 464,993 
1939-40 .. 95,369 | 104,972 62,070 15,347 36,839 | 212,488 | 527,085 
1940-41 .. 71,398 | 111,232 62,523 16,847 40,003 | 248,751 | 550,754 


sw ee 


(a) Net Values, 
(35) 
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In the absence of a satisfactory measure of the total quantity of recorded 
production, the retail price index-numbers have been applied to the value of 
production, in the same manner as they have been applied to nominal wages, 
to measure their relative purchasing power. The results may be taken to 
indicate the purchasing power in retail prices of the things produced and for 
convenience will hereafter be called real production. Owing to the dis- 
continuance in 1938 of the “A” series retail price index-number it is not 
now possible to continue the measurement on the basis of this series. 


The interpretation of the two tables which follow is explained on page 64 
of the Labour Report, No. 31, of 1940. 


Production per Head of Population. 





Gross Value of Material 
Production. 





Retail Price Real Production per head 
Per head of Index-Numbers of population (1911 = 100) 
population. (a) measured in purchasing 
IgII=I,000. power over regimen of— 


Index- 
Actual. | Number. 
IgII=100 





“*A”’ Series. | “‘C’’ Series. | ‘‘A’’ Series. | ‘‘C’’ Series. 





£000. 


1906 ...._ | 147,043 $3 
1911 .. | 188,359 5 (1,000) 
1913... | 220,884 ats 99 
1914. -- -| 213,552 : 1,140 92 
1916 .._| 261,996 ‘ 1,319 98 


97 


1919-20.. | 343,697 . 1,695 97 
1920-21.. | 390,644 : 1,935 96 
1921-22.. | 344,426 . 1,680 95 
1922-23.. | 379,445 . 1,619 
1923-24.. | 400,276 . 1,664 99 


1924-25.. | 454,580 5 1,637 III 
1925-26.. | 431,670 : 1,673 99 
1926-27.. | 447,354 . 1,663 101 
1927-28.. | 452,901 : 1,676 99 
1928-29.. | 447,805 : 1,693 96 


1929-30.. | 389,537 . 1,688 83 
1930-31.. | 319,706 . 1,528 76 
1931-32... | 305,018 : 1,406 79 
1932-33-- | 318,224 . 1,344 86 
1933-34-- | 357,218 . 130 1,344 96 


1934-35-+ | 356,349 : 129 1,366 92 
1935-36... | 494,770 : 146 1,392 101 
1936-37-+ | 456,745 . 163 1,431 IIo 
1937-38.. | 486,914 ‘ 172 1,467 Txr2 
1938-39... | 464,993 . 163 1,512 (6) 


1939-40... | 527,085 5. 183 1,545 (b) 
1940-41... | 550,754 9 189 1,634 (b) 


























(a) For explanation of “‘ A”’ and “ C’” series, see page 28. (b) Not available. 
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Production per Person Engaged. 



































7 ee > ; Real Production per person 
Me CR ted ey sehr engaged (1911 =100) measured 
Number psy tion.(a) in retail purchasing power 
Year engaged z over regimen of—(d) 
2 in Material 
Production.(a) ae k 
Actual. epi a ““A”’ Series. “CO” Series. 
ae | 
£’000, £ | 
1906.. ae 659 223 | 87 96 a 
IQIl.. as 728 257 100 100 100 
19I3.. ore 756 290 113 102 se 
I9I4.. + 733 289 113 99 99 
1916.. os 685 381 148 II2 112 
| 
1920-21 aie 760 510 | 199 109g 103 
1921-22 oe | 775 441 | 172 107 102 
1922-23 oe | 793 475 185 113 114 
1923-24 Ae 810 491 191 111 115 
1924-25 ite 826 547 213 126 130 
| 
1925-26 | 831 515 201 114 120 
1926-27 eee | 841 527 205 116 123 
1927-28 oe 838 536 | 209 118 125 
1928-29 Ye 830 536 209 LL7 123 
1929-30 aks 803 482 187 105 110 
1930-31 oie 728 431 168 108 112 
1931-32 oa 741 411 160 112 114 
1932-33 aC 781 407 158 117 118 
1933-34 Ad 815 437 170 125 126 
1934-35 -. | 862 412 160 115 117 
| | 
1935-36 He gor 448 | 174 121 125 
1936-37 Bu 930 491 | I9QI 128 134 
1937-38 i 961 504 | 196 128 134 
1938-39 ae 962 481 | 187 (c) 124 
1939-40 oe 979 536 | 209 (c) 135 
1940-41 30 1,016 538 210 (c) 128 
(a) Vide following explanatory remarks. (b) For explanation of “‘ A” and ‘‘ C” Series, see page 28 


(c) Not available. 


The data for the preceding table are not complete. The numbers 
engaged in timber-getting are not accurately known, so that the value of 
production on this account, and the corresponding persons engaged, are both 
left out of account. Further, the information about women engaged in 
primary production is unsatisfactory, so that males alone are counted in 
primary industries. In manufacturing, the numbers are converted into 
equivalent male workers on the basis of relative wages for male and female 
workers. The column headed “ number engaged ” is, therefore, rather an 
index than the absolute number of individuals occupied in material 
production, but as an index, it should be accurate enough to give a 
satisfactory index of production per person engaged. 
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CHAPTER IV.—EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT. 


§ 1. Employment. 


1. Direct Measures of Employment.—The following estimates of the 
numbers of male and female wage and rae earners in employment are 
based on data from the Census of 1933; the National Register, 1939, and 
Pay-roll Tax returns which commenced in July, 1941. The estimates include 
all persons fully employed and those normally occupied as casual, part-time, 
intermittent and seasonal workers. W age earners unemployed in the sense 
that they are incapacitated or have no work to go to are exc luded. 
Employees absent in the defence forces and Government “‘ relief *’ workers 
are also excluded from the figures. 


Wage and Salary Earners in Employment : States. 


Excluding Rural Workers, Domestic Workers in Private Homes, and Persons on Paid 
Strength of Defence Forces.) 


(Thousands). 















































Year and Month. N.S.W. Vic. Q’land. 
MALE 
= : — | —_ | —— 
1939—July .. .. | 535-6 | 362.6 | 173.3 | 107-3 | 83.9 | 37.7 | 
1941—July ae ae | 560.9 404.9 170.7 | 119.5 81.2 | 40.0 | 
November .- | 569.4 | 401.7 | 170.9 | 123.1 | 82.5 | 40.7 | 
1942— July | 542-9 | “7 | 5.0 117.9 | 69.5 | 37-7 | 
November | 535-9 | : 8 | 115.9 | 69.0 | 37.3 
1943—May | 532-9 | 355-3 | 170.5 | 113.3 | 69.2 | 37.6 } 
FEMALES 
(ph | = — aan 
> | | 
1939—July | 160.7 | 135.5 | 5I.T | 32-3 | 2 eta sa| $20.5 
1Q41- —July ve 120065 109.8 54-6 | 40.1 | 26.9 | T3;.6.| 515.2 
Tove Tr = 8 4 . a 2 : ES 
November ee | ees | 176 9| 56.7 | A2CO 283 | 13.4 537-4 
1942—JSuly.. eon} 226.31)// 185.3 || 62.7 | 50.0 29.5 14.0 569.8 
November ++ | 234-4 | 186.8 | 66.1 | 50.3 | 30.6] 14.4 584.2 
1913-——May 241.2 | 1&9 9 68 9 | 51.9 | 32.4 15.5 | 601% 
be | | 
Toran 
an eee Be ees 
1939—July .. ae (OOO. 501.1 224.4 139.0 | 109.2 | 49.2 | 1,726.5 
1941—July.. -+ | 769.4 | 574-7 | 225-3 | 159-6 | 108.1 | 53.6 1,900.3 
; es ol il Niet | : 
November .. | 787.2 | 578.6 | 227.6 | 166.0 | 110.6] 54.1 | 1,933.6 
1942- —July ae -- | 769.2 | 554-0 | 237-7 | 167.9 | 99.0 52.3 1,8°7.5 
November -. | 779.3 | 545-6 | 240.9 | 166.2 | 99.6 51.7 | 1,881.3 
19:3—May .. .-|°773-2 | 545.2 | 230°4°| 165.2'| 107.6 | 53.1] 1,885.3 
og 5-3 
i} 





(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory and Northern Territory. 
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Fuller particulars of employment from month to month by industry 
are shown in the Monthly Review of Business Statistics. 


2. Index of Employment in Factories.—This index is available monthly 
from July, 1933. ‘‘ Factories” include all industrial establishments in 
which four or more hands are employed, or in which power other than hand 
is used. Up to June, 1942, the index is based on the results of annual 
factory censuses, and actual mid-monthly factory employment of all persons 
is published in the Production Bulletin No. 34, Part I., issued by this Bureau. 


Kstimated employment in later months, subject to subsequent revision, may 
be obtained from the Monthly Review of Business Statistics. 


3. Index of Employment in Retail Stores.—This index is published 
in the Monthly Review of Business Statistics. From July, 1933, to June, 
1941, it was based on a sample of retail stores. From July, 1941, the index 
of employment in retail stores has been replaced by a new series based on 
the actual employees engaged by proprietors of retail stores who pay Pay-roll 
tax. The base of the new series is July, 1941, which equals 1,000 in each 
State, and the Australian average is based on the total number of employees 
of such Pay-roll taxpayers in all States. 





§ 2. Unemployment. 


1. Total Persons Unemployed.—Estimates of total unemployment as at 
the Censuses of IgII, 1921 and 1933 together with estimates of the proportion 
of unemployed as at the date of the National Register, July, 1939, and in 
July, 1941, were published on page 88 of Labour Report No. 31. In 1942 
and 1943 the number of unemployed was virtually nil except for those 
incapacitated by illness, infirmity, &c. 


2. Unemployment in Trade Unions.—(i) General—The collection by 
this Bureau of information relating to unemployment amongst trade 
unionists was initiated in 1912, when special inquiries were forwarded to 
officials of trade unions throughout Australia for particulars for that year, 
and for information relating to previous years, as far back as 1891. 


From 1913, information concerning the extent of unemployment of 
trade unionists has been collected at quarterly periods, and the results of 
the investigations have been published in the Official Year Book, Quarterly 
Summary of Australian Statistics, and the Labour Reports. Seasonal fluctua- 
tions in unemployment have been recorded by collecting returns quarterly 
since Ist January, 1913. The quarterly figures show the number of persons 
who were out of work for three days or more during a specified week in each 
quarter and exclude persons out of work through strikes and lock-outs 
except those outside the industry who are indirectly affected. The yearly 
figures quoted represent the average of the four quarters. 


The value of the percentages of unemployment derived from Trade 
Union returns is in the indication they give of the trend of unemployment 
amongst trade unionists as reported by the secretaries of trade unions. 
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(ii) Australia, 1891 to 1942 (December Quarter)—The following table 
gives particulars for Australia for the years 1891 to 1942 (December Quarter) 
in respect of :— 


(a) The number of unions for which returns as to unemployment are 
available, (6) The number of members of such unions, (c) The 
number of members unemployed, and (d) The percentage of 
members unemployed on total number of members. 


Unemployment: Australia. 





UNEMPLOYED. 


Number of 


PARTICULARS, Unions. Members. 


Number. Percentage. 








1891 (end of year) So 6,445 599 
1896 4, ” 4227 457 


1901 we 8,710 574 
1907 oe 13,179 757 
1908 ae 18,685 1,117 
1909 ie 21,122 1,223 
Ig10 vs 2,995 1,857 


IgII F 67,961 3,171 
I912, 5; * we 224,023 12,441 
1913 (average for year) .. 246,068 16,054 
1914 we 268,938 22,344 
1915 oe 276,215 25,063 


1916 oe 290,075 16,783 
1917 oe 286,811 20,334 
1918 me 299,793 17,530 
1919 me 310,145 20,507 
1920 os 341,967 22,105 


1921 361,744 40,549 
1922 oo 380,998 35,238 
1923 . 376,557 20,672 
1924 ae 397,613 351507 
1925 oe 391,380 34,020 


1926 . 415,397 29,326 
1927 o 445,985 31,032 
1928 fe 423,422 45,069 
1929 ae 424,093 479359 
1930 oo 438,874 84,767 


1931 ee 430,004 117,866 
1932 . 415.434 120,454 
1933 . 415,305 104,035 
1934 on 424,035 86,865 
1935 + 435,938 71,823 























UNEMPLOYMENT. 


Unemployment : Australia—continued. 








UNEMPLOYED. 


Number of 


PARTIOULARS, Unions. Members: 


Number. Percentage. © 





1936 (average for year) .. 392 441,311 53,992 12. 

1937 . 387 449,588 41,823 
1938 390 406,325 40,138 
1939 .: 396 476,918 45,907 
1940 oo 394 491,352 39,116 
I9Q4I ays 395 536,660 20,013 
1942 a 393 613,534 95754 


1940 March ss 304 483,806 38,307 
June “ 388 475,815 49,775 
September ae 397 496,872 36,892 
December Ae 396 508,914 31,491 


March 55 398 514,379 27,285 
June a 3905 517,696 18,595 
September oo 394 541,883 17,541 
December aA 394 572,680 16,628 


March on 394 588,525 10,767 
June : an 394 603,066 10,296 
September ke 394. 617,076 9,603 
December ote 394 645,467 8,350 














(iii) Australia, by Industries, 1941.—The next table shows the percentages 
unemployed in industrial groups. Industries or occupations in which 
employment is stable, such as railways, and those which are subject to 
exceptional fluctuations, such as wharf labour, agricultural, pastoral, etc., 
are not included. Other occupations—domestic, hotel employees, etc.— 


are included in the “‘ Other and Miscellaneous” group, as their returns 
are not sufficiently representative. 


Unemployment in Industrial Groups: Australia, 1941. 








Number Reporting. Unemployed. 
Industrial Group. 


Unions. Members. Number. Percentage. 


Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. aa 19,716 

II. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 121,583 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. ete 40,805 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. ate 48,077 
V. Books, Printing, etc. .. ve 4 22,562 
VI. Other Manufacturing .. te y 63,408 
VII. Building BH ns os 50,420 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. bd 28,330 
X. Land Transport other than 
Railway and Tramway Services 20,679 

IX., XI. XII., XIII., and XIV., 
Other and Miscellaneous 56 121,080 


NIONW HH ON DN 
NN AWOB OH 











All Groups are os 5 536,660 
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(iv) Australia, by Industries, 1912, and Quarterly, 1941 to 1942.—The 
following table gives for various industrial groups the percentages of members 
of trade unions returned as unemployed from the March quarter of 1941 
to the December quarter of 1942. The percentage of unemployed at the 
end of 1912 is also inserted for purposes of comparison. 


Unemployment : Percentages by Industries, Australia. 














1941. 1942. 
1912, 
Industrial Group. End 7 7 Tal = 
oe March} June | Sept. | Dec. | March} June | Sept. | Dec. 
“| Qtr. Qtr. Qtr. Qtr. Qtr. Qt. Qtr. Qt. 
Manufacturing— | | 
I, Wood, Furniture, etc. 3.7 3.1 2.1 1.8 1.6 TO iy Tek 0.9 0.8 
II. Engineering, Metal Works, ete. Fd 2.9 Te? Teo 2.0 0.9 0.9 Tar 0.7 
JII. Food, Drink, Tobacco, ete. . 75% ||| L004 7.8 7.4 7 hf gum 3.8 4.53 3.8 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. .. 6.3 3.6 Sa 4 Pode oles 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.6 
V. Books, Printing, etc. 228: | 250 1.4 I.0 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.2 
VI. Other Manufacturing 6.9 4.4 323: 3-4 bc} Bee Lind I.4 1.4 
VII. Building 5.5 5.8 raed Berk 4.8 3.5 3-5 rT 1.9 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, ete. 5.6 8.1 8.0 7.3 5.4 4.0 Pines 3.6 3.5 
X. Other Land Transport Zaz 6.3 4.3 aaa ie 4 202 2.6 2.3 253 
IX., XI., XII., XIII., and XIV., 
Other and Miscellaneous ite 54 6.6 3.7 3.2 2.0 Ei7 Tid r39 1.3 
AUSTRALIA we 50 5.6 5-3 3.6 Bae 2.9 1.8  ohay f 1.6 1.3 
































(v) States, 1941 and 1942.—In making interstate comparisons of unem- 
ployment percentages, allowance must be made for the circumstance that the 
industries included in the returns from trade unions are not quite identical 
in the various States, and that for some States the returns are a more 
representative sample than for others. The State percentages shown below, 
therefore, should not be read as indicating the relative degree of unemploy- 
ment amongst unionists in the individual States but as an indication of 
the trend of unemployment as reported by the Trade Unions. The figures 
in the following table show the position in each State for 1941 and 1942 :— 


Unemployment : 1941 and 1942. 





























Unions Reporting. Unemployed. 
State. Number. Members. Number. Percentage. 

1941. 1942. 1941. 1942. 1941. 1942. I94I. 1942. 

New South Wales .. 115 113 | 221,307 | 258,692 | 10,452 | 4,742 4-7 1.8 
Victoria .. BK 79 79 | 151,902 | 176,749 | 3,742 | 2,032 2.5 1.2 
Queensland iG 45 45 | 71,373 | 76,313 | 3,209 | 1,741 4-5 2.3 
South Australia of 55 55 | 46,003 | 56,373 | 1,219 618 27 1.2 
Western Australia .. 67 67 | 32,737 | 32,119 951 522 2.9 £6 
Tasmania .. yin 34 34 | 13,338 | 13,288 440 99 313 0.7 
Australia... 395 393 | 536,660 | 613,534 | 20,013 | 9,754 307. 1.6 

| 

















(vi) States, 1929 to 1942 and Quarterly from 1939.—The results of the 
quarterly investigations as to unemployment in the years I913 to 1938 
were published in previous issues of this Report and in the Quarterly Summary 
of Australian Statistics. The following table shows for each State the 
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percentage of members of trade unions returned as unemployed for the 
years 1929 to 1942 and quarterly from 1939 to 1942 :— 


Unemployment : Percentages. 


. 




















| 

Period. N.S.W. | Victoria Q’land. | 8. Aust. | W. Aust. |Tasmania.| Australia. 

ee = i ——| ps a ee 
0, °, ° | 0 ° 9 o/ 
) 0 o 0 oy 0 0 
1929 Year : ae o11.5 II.t 9.2 15.7 9-9 12.8 aad 
1930 ¥ a ore 2%:.7. 18.3 10.7 23.3 19.2 Gaye) 19.3 
1931 ae ot or 30.8 25.8 16.2 32.5 27.3 26,1 27.4 
1932 7 5 ae 2a 26.5 18.8 34.0 29.5 25.9 29.0 
1933 5 ee =e 28.9 22.3 15.3 29.9 24.8 18.6 25.1 

} 

“934 H ae we 24.7 17.4 13.7 25.6 17.8 17.4 20.5 
1935 ” 5 ar 20.6 14.0 8.7 17.6 13.4 13.2 16.5 
1936 Ss ats He 18.4 10.7 7.8 10.8 8.1 9.8 12.2 
1937 Te Ar ae 10.9 9.0 753 &.2 5.6 253 9.3 
1938 ue St: nic 9.9 8.6 6.4 8.3 5.7 7.9 8.7 
1939 ee e ae 1I.0 10.4 5.9 9.3 7.1 8.1 9.7 
1940 ,, Rte A II.0 5.8 5.5 7.0 5.6 5.2 8.0 
1941 ” om on 4.7 2.5 4-5 24; 2.9 3-3 3-7 
1942 ae 50 1.8 a} 253 1 GA 1.6 0.8 1.6 
1939 March Qtr. AS 10,6 10.8 6.1 9.3 5 i | 7.6 9.6 
June ,, 50 10.6 10.4 5.7, 9.5 6.2 9.4 9.5 
Sept. ,. ee 11.6 ria 5.8 9.4 8.2 $8.3 10.2 
Dee. ie ae 11.1 9.0 5.8 | 9.1 6.6 5 ae 9.3 
19:0 Mare! Qtr as 9.7 6.5 5.8 8.5 6.9 4.8 7.9 
June ar ae 15.9 6.6 6.8 8 3 5.6 5.0 10.5 
Sept. ,, oe 9.8 5.9 4.9 6.6 6.0 4.6 Cae 
Dec. a) 8.5 4-3 4.5 4.7 4.0 6.5 6.2 
1941 March Qtr. 7.0 3-2 5-9 | 3-9 423 3.6 5.3 
June ,, 425 2.4 4.2 2.8 3.1 2.4 3.6 
Sept. ,, 4.0 2.2 ree | 23 2.4 2.6 3.2 
Dee. = 3.5 2.1 3.8 1.8 1.8 4.5 2.9 
1942 March Qtr. 2.0 Td 3.2 1.0 xis7. 0.7 1.8 
June H9 Te 2.6 1.3 0 WS 2 0.6 aay A 
Sept. 1.9 Ko2 1.8 | rr » TER Ye § 0.9 1.6 
Dee. r.5 0.9 | 7561 0.9 r.3° | 0.8 1.3 

















(vii) Causes of Unemployment.—In earlier issues of the Labour Report 
tables were published showing the percentage of members of unions 
unemployed through—(a) lack of work; (6) sickness and accident; and 
(c) other causes. The returns from trade unions for past years show that 
while the percentage unemployed through lack of work has varied 
considerably according to the state of trade during the period, the percentages 
of members unemployed through sickness and accident, and through other 
causes, have remained uniform at 0.7 per cent. and 0.2 per cent., respectively. 


§ 3. Industrial Disputes. 


1. General.—The collection of information regarding industrial disputes 
(strikes and lockouts) in Australia was initiated by this Bureau at the 
beginning of the year 1913, and particulars relating thereto, for the first 
complete year, were published in Labour Report No. 5, Section XI. An 
examination of official.reports, newspapers, and other publications showed, 
however, that there was insufficient material for the compilation of complete 
information for years prior to IgI3. 

Annual figures for years since I9g13 are contained in Labour Reports 
Nos. 6 to 31 while particulars for the years 1941 and 1942 are furnished 
below. 

2. Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1941 and 1942. The 
following tables deal with industrial disputes involving stoppage of work 
during the years 1941 and 1942 in industrial groups. A list of the 14 groups 
included in the classification will be found in the preface. 
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The number of industrial disputes recorded during 1942 was 602, as 
compared with 567 during the previous year. In New South Wales 552 
disputes occurred in 1942, 445 of which involved workpeople engaged in 
the coal-mining industry. Working days lost during 1942 amounted to 
378,195 for all disputes in Australia, as compared with 984,174 working 
days lost during 1941. The estimated loss of wages was £456,090 in 1942, 
as compared with £1,000,102 for the year I94I. : 


Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1841. 








Workpeople Involved. 
Estab- Fatt 


lish- 
ments mated 


In- In- 
volved.| Pirectly-| directly. . Wages. 


Industrial Group. 





= New se ben ti £ 
Angineering, metal works, etc. 0,476 2,2. 195,458 204,2 
Food, drink, ete. ce ere cee a sGa 
Clothing, textiles, etc. 17,000 17,200 | 206,400 | 180,000 
Other manufacturing 5,352 6,252 95,539 96,751 
Building .. ws 580 587 855 
(a) Coal-mining see an 135,422 139,090 | 261,069 
(b) Other mining. quarries, etc. 1,519 1,646 7,162 
Railway and tramway services 239 239 1,079 
Other land transport 160 Si 160 2,400 
Shipping, wharf labour, etc. 766 rio 766 4,871 
Miscellaneous ee 125 Fry 125 123 


Total 


WWHWWNHEO HOD 





213,440 220,111 | 778,079 


nn 
H 
wo 





Victoria— 

Wood, furniture, etc. ais 
Engineering, metal works, etc. 
Clothing, textiles, etc. oid 
Books, printing, etc. 

Other manufacturing 

Building .. ee 

(a) Coal-mining Ax wie 
Railway and tramway services 
Other land transport G 





125 
7,565 
96,041 
506 
2,058 
12,876 
15,546 
250 
4,200 





HHNDUWUDHDVH 








Total es 


n 


139,167 





Queensland— 
Engineering, metal works, etc... 
Food, drink, etc. in ns 
Clothing, textiles, etc. 

Building .. ova 

(2) Coal-mining ate AG 
Railway and tramway services 
Other land transport se 
Shipping, whari labour, etc. 


Total 





NDHNHHDSS 
NNYRHHDN CM 








4 
H 
w 














South Australia— 
Engineering, metal works, etc. 
Food, drink, etc. 5 
Building .. as on 
(b) Other mining, quarries, etc. 
Railway and tramway services 


wo 
00 


wrNd 





Total 


wn 
i) 





Western Australia— 
Wood, furniture, etc. cf 
Engineering, metal works, etc. 


Total 








Tasmania 








Northern Territory— 
Shipping, wharf labour, etc. 




















———— 
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Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1941—continued. 








Estab- Workpeople Involved. Esti- 
lish- Working mated 
Industrial Group. ber: ments 


Days 
= In- Loss in 
‘, ay Directly. directly. Total. Lost. Wages. 








Australia— £ 
Wood, furniture, ete. 88 we 88 731 751 
Engineering, metal works, etc. 53;779 55,949 | 210,872 219,215 
Food, drink, etc. . 3,966 ars 3,966 | 35,290 37,055 
Clothing, textiles, etc. 29,302 29,534 | 302,734 260,094 
Books, printing A 506 ae 506 506 734 
Other manufacturing 6,056 6,956 | 97,597 98,772 
Building .. : 2,287 2,294 18,123 20,238 

(a) Coal-mining a 137,561 141,235 | 275,605 320,945 
(b) Other mining, quarries, ete. 2,139 2,266 | 12,882 15,381 
ailway and tramway services 2,432 ‘ 2,516 | 15,986 14,872 
Other land transport 1,577 aA 1,577 6,634 4,834 
Shipping, wharf mepOUE, etc. 1,027 1,005 7,091 7,089 
Miscellaneous 5 125 nt 125 123 122 


HO 


COHN 
WAWOFANDHHUW NW 


w 


























Total (a) Se a6) 567 1,540 | 240,845 7,262 | 248,107 | 984,174 }1,000,102 











(a) The following disputes commenced in and were uncompleted at the end of the year, 1940, and in 
respect of ‘‘ Number of Disputes ”, and ‘* Establishments Involved ’’ are duplicated in the figures for 1941. 








Number of Workpeople Involved. 

Number Establish- 
of ments 

Disputes. | Involved, 





Directly. | Indirectly. Total. 





New South Wales da of Bf 528 oe 528 





Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1942. 








Workpeople Involved. 
Estab- Esti 
lish- Working} "ted 
Industrial Group. ments Days tee i‘ 
: Tae Tas oss in 


volved.| Directly.) girectly. 








New South Wales— £ 
Engineering, metal works, etc... 5 21,418 80,861 85,194 
Food, drink, ete. a 56 23 3,893 | 10,047 7;796 
Other manufacturing .. aa 7,389 | 44,456 38,605 
Building ° a5 os oy 587 2,890 35430 

(a) Coal- -mining 3 aD ; 111,874 | 177,242 260,478 
Other mining, quarries, ete... ss 306 1,224 1,400 
ailway and tramway services. . te 158 158 17I 
Shipping, wharf labour, ete. as 4 ar 4,799 2,549 3,674 
Pastoral, agricultural, etc. ete 18 si 18 108 211 
Domestic, hotels, etc. .. ae 8s a8 85 85 26 
Miscellaneous on én 8 Sn 568 515 532 





Total 56 sie HE 2,892 | 151,095 | 320,135 401,613 





Victoria— 
Wood, furniture, ete. .. ag 
Engineering, metal works, etc... 
Food, drink, etc. 
Other manufacturing 
Building = 
Railway and tramway services. . 
Pastoral, agricultural, etc. 


Total 


HH OR HOH 








n 
° 
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Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1942—continuwed. 





| | Workpeople Involved. 
Estab- 

lw lish- ] i Working 

Industrial Group. Hyenes | ments | | Days 

* | In- | Lost. 


In- ™ 
directly.| Total. 


Ksti- 
mated 





volved.| Directly. 





Queens!and— 


Engineering, metal works, etc... 
Food, drink, etc. 

Shipping, wharf labour, ‘ete. 
Miscellaneous se 











South Australia— 


Engineering, metal works, etc... 2,039 ap 2,0: 6B 4,128 
Food, drink, etc. Ne Se | 4 781 ap 7 3057 3,952 
Clothing, textiles, etc. .. ae 300 re 3 2, 2,700 
Shipping, wharf labour, etc. ee 497 ab 7. 276 





3,017 oe 3,017 3494 11,056 





Western Australia— 


Engineering, metal works, etc... 
Food, drink, etc. 

(a) Coal-mining Te 
Railway and tramway “services. . 
Shipping, wharf labour, etc. 


HUM RA? 
ORUHN 
HST H 


) 8 





ror) 
o | 


Total 


Tasmania 


Other manufacturing ate 
Railway and tramway services. . 








Northern Territory 
Shipping, whart labour, etc. 





Australia— 


Wood, furniture, ete. .. es 
Engineering, metal works, etc... 
Food, drink, ete. 
Clothing, textiles, etc. 
Other, manufacturing 
Building 
S (a) Coal- mining 
\ (b) Other mining, quarries, eles o. 
Railway and tramway services. . 
Shipping, wharf labour, ete. 
Pastoral, agricultural, etc. 
Domestic, hotels, ete. 
Miscellaneous 


1,400 1,700 
99,560 103,344 
24,182 


260, "868 

1,400 
ae , 662 
5,670 5,68 3,325 4,627 

a | + | 7 547 
| 85 .: b F 26 
| he | | re 335 887 





NNUHIWW HER 


HRN 








Total (a) as Bt 2 745 166,167 | 3,096 | 169,263 378,105 
\ | | 








| 456,090 











(a) The following disputes commenced in, and were uncompleted at the end of, the year 1941, and in 
eapect of ‘‘ Number of Disputes * and ‘‘ Establishments Involved ”’ are duplicated in the figures for 1942. 





Workpeople Involved. 
Number Establish- 
State. : of ments 
| 





Disputes. Involved. 
| Directly. | Indirectly. Total. 





New South Wales 
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4. Industrial Disputes, 1988 to 1942.—(i) Australia—The following 
table shows in industrial groups the number of industrial disputes, the 
number of workpeople involved, and the losses in working days and wages 
for each of the years 1938 to 1942, and the aggregate for the period :— 


Industrial Disputes: Australia. 





| Mining. (Group VIII.) 


Transport, Miscel- 

Land and laneous. ALL 

Other Sea. (Groups|(GroupsXII.| Groups. 
IX. to XI.)} to XIV.) 


Manu- 
facturing. cog | 


(Groupe:t 3) vir) Coal- 
to VI.) mining. | Mining. 








NUMBER. 





1938 . 314 
1939 . 362 
1940 a 286 
1941 are 395 
1942 on 447 














1938-42 .. 1,804 





WorKPEOPLE INVOLVED. 





12,822 4,270 | 122,379 1,820 793 | 143,954 

8,818 57 | 137,792 900 3,246 | 152,830 
15,986 2,447 | 167,840 492 2,318 | 192,597 
96,999 2,294 | 141,235 2,266 125 | 248,107 
47,089 I,900 | I12,031 306 869 | 169,263 





182,314 10,968 | 681,277 5,784 7,351 | 906,751 





Worgrxe Days Lost. 





294,062 | 34,520 | 928,860 | 20,224 | 59,068 1,337,994 
108,709 563 | 291,067 3,805 | 35,016 459,154 

81,799 | 32,746 |1,371,382 5,068 10,705 1,507,252 
647,730 | 18,123 | 275,605 } 12,882 | 29,711 4 984,174 
187,049 6,450 | 177,505 1,224 3,924 378,195 





1,319,349 | 92,402 |3,044,479 | 43,203 | 138,424 4,666,769 





Estimatep Loss ix WaaGks. 





£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

"1938 ~—«. | 239,222 | 31,847 | 973,659 | 23,103 | 35,062 927 |1,303,820 
1939 -- | 83,540 424 | 335,033 4,728 | 22,114 9,877 | 455,716 
1940 tt 75,108 27,491 |1,595,234 6,146 8,333 3,809 |1,716,121 
1941 ae 616,621 20,238 | 320,945 15,381 26,795 122 |1,000,102 
1942 er 179,880 7,193 | 260,868 1,400 289 1,460 | 456,090 


1938-42 .. |1,194,371 87,193 |3.485,739 50,758 | 97,593 16,195 fase 








Satisfactory comparisons of the frequency of industrial disputes in classi- 
fied industries can be made only after omitting those which are recorded for 
coal-mining (Group VIII.). For the year 1942 these disputes represented 
74 per cent. of the total for the year. 
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During the past five years, working days lost through dislocations of work 
involving employees in coal-mining numbered 3,044,479, representing 65 
per cent. of the total loss of working days for the period. The majority of 
these disputes occurred in New South Wales. In making comparisons 
regarding the number and magnitude of disputes in this particular class 
it should be noted that the number of workers engaged in the coal-mining 
industry is very much larger in New South Wales than in any of the other 
States. 

(ii) States.—The number of industrial disputes in each State during the 
years 1938 to 1942, together with the workpeople involved, the working days 
lost, and the estimated loss in wages are given hereunder. 


Industrial Disputes: States. 





Workpeople Involved. 
















































































Establish- Working | Estimated 
State or Territory. Year, | Number. a Fi Days ed in 
Involved. n- ost. ages. 
Directly. directly. Total. 
£ 
1938 340 483 {116,378 8,160 | 124,538 |1,029,427 |1,01%2,915 
1939 386 460 139,301 9,230 | 148,531 | 410,183 | 419,330 
New South Wales .. 1940 313 680 |161,766 | 12,238 | 174,0c4 |1,238,161 |1,430,416 
1941 513 773 213,440 6,671 | 220,111 778,079 | 809,879 
1942 552 573 | 148,203 2,892 | 151,095 | 320,135 | 401,613 
1938 19 38 7,678 2,612 10,290 | 104,336 87,595 
1939 10 10 1,989 180 2,169 27,313 19,946 
Victoria =... on 1940 19 44 8,279 385 8,664 108,035 101,326 
I941 22 595 19,806 311 20,117 139,167 121,193 
1942 20 26 11,979 140 12,119 35,658 31,009 
[ 1938 5 9 2,657 . 2,657 87,539 87,379 
1939 5 6 373 2 375 1,870 1,753 
Queensland. . =a) 1940 4 8 3,013 I4 | 3,027 | 131,628 | 157,673 
194 17 113 3,392 280 | 3,672 47,826 | 48,574 
L] 1942 6 6 370 2 22 2,702 2,145 
1938 2 2 73 52 125 249 223 
1039 2 2 170 5 175 1,880 1,416 
South Australia aa 1940 5 5 2,745 2i 2,766 9,506 7,032 
1941 II 51 3,704 : 3,704 17,656 18,700 
1942 13 52 3,617 oo 3,617 10,494 11,056 
1938 7 2I 2,994 650} 3,644 | 43,768 } 43,278 
1939 7 7 1,108 145 1,253 14,100 9,578 
Western Australia ..< | 1940 4 153 2,735 288 3,023 7,387 6,396 
1941 3 7 303 on 303 846 931 
1942 8 85 1,797 12 1,809 8,855 9,872 
1938 2 4 2,200 er 2,200 72,175 72,030 
1939 4 4 53 a 53 166 93 
Tasmania .. fe 1940 2 5 216 12 228 10,466 10,641 
IQ4I ae . os ras oe 
1942 2 2 si 5I st 45 
1938 I I 500 ae 500 500 400 
1939 2 16 234 40 274 3,642 3,600 
Northern Territory .. 1940 3 4 185 700 885 2,069 2,037 
194r I I 200 os 200 600 825 
1942 I I 150 os 150 300 350 
1938 
1939 . 
Aust. Cap. Territory .. 1940 
1941 sie 
1942 
1938 376 558 | 132,480 | 11,474 | 143,954 |1,337,994 |1,303,820 
1939 416 505 | 143,228 9,602 | 152,830 | 459,154 | 455,716 
Australia .. on 1940 350 899 | 178,939 | 13,658 | 192,597 |1,507,252 |1,716,121 
I941r 567 1,540 240,845 7,262 | 248,107 | 984,174 |1,000,102 
1942 602 745 | 166,167 3,096 | 169,263 378,195 | 456,090 








5. Duration of Industrial Disputes.—(i) General—The duration of each 
industrial dispute involving a loss of work, i.e., the time between the cessation 
and resumption of work, has been calculated in working days, exclusive of 
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Sundays and holidays, except where the establishment involved carries on a 
continuous process (e.g., Metal Smelting and Cement Manufacture). The 
following limitations of time have been adopted :—(a) One day and less ; 
(6) two days and more than one day ; (c) three days and more than two days ; 
(d) over three days and under six days (the latter considered as constituting 
one week) ; (¢) one week and under two weeks ; (f) two weeks and under four 
weeks ; (g) four weeks and under eight weeks ; and (A) eight weeks and over. 


(ii) Australia—1938 to 1942.—Particulars of industrial disputes, according 
to limits of duration, for Australia for the years 1938 to 1942 are given in 
the following table :— 


Duration of Industrial Disputes: Australia. 





Workpeople Involved. 


Working | Estimated 
Limite of Duration. . Days Loss in 
Lost. Wages. 





Directly. irony. 





£ 

1938 68,015 813 68,828 68,828 77,346 
1939 3 96,184 I,IgI 97,375 97,375 106,970 
1940 106,783 8,048 114,831 113,866 135,107 
1941 131,628 4,117 | 135,745 135,545 164,528 
1942 108,798 1,514 II0,312 106,450 148,757 


t day and lons ap 


1939 16,398 3 17,270 34,540 35,648 
1940 5 16,102 17,206 34,167 33,604 
1941 30,018 30,405 60,728 68,961 
1942 24,597 38 24,635 47,633 58,025 


2 days and more than x day 


1938 3 8,869 9,662 28,986 31,233 
1939 3 10,103 13 11,477 34,431 36,427 
1940 3 11,339 »785 13,124 36,112 45,961 
194t 3 3 3 8,567 25,701 26,198 
1942 7,916 23,634 28,287 


| 1938 15,928 16,390 32,780 33,069 


3 days and more than 2 days . 


1938 7,144 31,558 33,159 
Over 3 days and less than x 1939 3 7, 7,944 36,387 37,056 

week (6 days) AR «4 | 1940 7 4: 4,014 17,662 17,263 
1941I 32 3 16,519 74,172 
1942 38 8,133 8¢ 8,822 38,518 44,733 


1938 , 13,797 98,218 
1939 : 8 2,16 9,033 . : 67,736 
I week and less than 2 weeks .. 1940 ; 16,618 115,966 
1941 5 g 23,848 191,604 180,351 
1942 36 3,83 3 14,179 113,870 116,591 


1938 1,562 23,534 21,256 

1939 5,002 8,226 116,182 116,882 
2 weeks and less than 4 weeks J 1940 5 6,248 102,739 100,029 
I941 2 29,120 374,942 352,918 
1942 145 2,932 36,790 44,852 





1938 5 24,703 887,172 883,426 
1939 925 25,463 15,908 
4 woeke and less than 8 weeks 1940 3,327 3,346 51,934 177,028 
1941 2,682 rity 2,682 88,053 101,627 
1942 2 467 Sc 467 I1I,300 14,845 


1938 536 1,868 149,531 126,113 
1939 580 39,453 39,089 
1940 G ; 17,210 935,222 | 1,091,073 
1941 s 5 1,221 36,024 31,347 
1942 o. o- os 


8 weeks and over 





1939 143,228 152,830 459,154 455,716 
1940 178,939 192,597 | 1,507,252 | 1,716,121 
194 240,845 2 248,107 984,174 | 1,000,102 
| 1942 160,167 | 169,263 378,195 456,090 
| | 


Total 








{2 132,480 143,954 | 1,337,994 | 1,303,820 
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6. Causes of Industrial Disputes.—(i) General_—The reasons alleged by 
employers and employees for a stoppage of work do not in every instance 
agree in detail. In such instances additional information is sought to verify 
or support the contention of either side. On occasions, the alleged reason is 
of a twofold character, and, where this is the case, the claim which is fully or 
partially satisfied and results in a resumption of work is taken to be the 
principal cause of the dispute. For the purpose of classification these causes 
(or objects) of industrial disputes are grouped under seven main headings, 
namely :—(1) Wages ; (2) hours of labour ; (3) trade unionism ; (4) employ- 
ment of particular classes or persons ; (5) working conditions ; (6) sympathy ; 
and (7) other causes.* The first five groups are subdivided to meet the 
varying phases of the causes of disputes under each of the main headings. 


(ii) Causes of Disputes, Australia, 1913 and 1936 to 1942.—The 
following table gives particulars of industrial disputes according to causes 
for the years specified. 


Causes of Industrial Disputes: Australia. 
































Causes of Disputes. 1913. 1936. 1937. 1938. 1939. 1940. IQ4I. 1942. 
i 
NUMBER. 
1, Wages— 
(a) For increase ee 42 16 28 10 13 16 46 8 
(6) Against decrease .. 4 I I 2 4 I 4 2 
(ce) Other wage questions 3r 48 77 67 58 54 102 107 
2. Hours of Labour— 
(a) For reduction ae 3 1 2 2 12 ate 2 I 
(b) Other disputes re 
hours .. fe 7 4 4 I 9 20 10 8 
3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
of non-unionists. . 8 i 5 5 I 2 8 9 
(o) Other union questions 5 16 24 43 48 34 28 24 
4. Employment of particular 
classes or persons... 44 81 80 106 107 80 154 139 
5. Working conditions oe $I 43 2 73 go 46 81 132 
6. Sympathy oe ore 5 5 II 4 I 7 15 14 
7. Other causes’ .. ne 8 16 38 63 73 90 117 158 
Total ae On 208 235 342 376 416 350 567 602 
WOREPEOPLE INVOLVED. 
1, Wages— 
(a) For increase ans 8,633 2,014 7,678 967 4,384 4,242 12,157] 2,150 
(b) Against decrease .. 563 40 15 94 279 296 848 957 


(ec) Other wage questions 7,160] 12,930 21,588] 21,399 17,004 17,841 32,403] 32,025 
2. Hours of Labour— 


(a) For reduction ae 460 20 429| 4,050 4,150 cio 1,432 85 
(6) Other disputes re 
hours .. ye 1,819 488 1,474 36 3,383 7,635 3,720] 1,630 


3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 











of non-unionists. . $,370 1,612 3,542] 1,659 21 254 1,797 
(b) Other union questions 1,418] 4,011 5,889] 13,241 16,030] 10,314 5,302 

4. Employment of particular 
classes or persons .. 11,370] 22,978 20,401| 30,020 28,601 28,955 41,402 
5. Working conditions ae 10,785| 10,985 | 17,854] 40,206 28,092] 14,614] 3 29,908 
6. Sympathy ate ne 947 1,062 3,235| 1,260 2,600 4,973 10,855 95977 
7. Other causes .. ate 1,758| 4,447 | 14,068] 30,202 48,106] 103,473] 101,448] 46,030 
Total ale An 50,283] 60,587 | 96,173\143,954 | 152,830] 192,597) 248,107| 169,263 





























® The heading ‘‘ Other causes” has been adopted to meet various sets of circumstances which 
mainly arise in connexion with stoppages which are not concerted movements, and include among 
others the following :—(a) During the course of a meeting of miners, the wheelers return their horses 
to the stables and leave the colliery; (d) disputes (not necessarily connected with industrial matters 
which the employer can control) arise between wheelers and clippers, or any two sets of workers, and 
sufficient workmen are not available to work the mine to its full capacity. 
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Causes of Industrial Disputes: Australia—continued, 





Causes of Disputes. 


Wages— 
(a) For increase 
(6) Against decrease 
(ce) Other wage questions 
. Hours of Labour— 
(a) For reduction ae 
disputes re 


(b) Other 
hours .. 
. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
of non-unionists. . 
(6) Other union questions 


1913. 


100,069 
9,438 
78,183 
2,774 
15,111 


91,002 
32,388 


1936. 


WorEING Dars L 


33,439 
120 
32,068 
340 
9,577 


7,509 
9,616 





1937. 


144,372 
30 
107,904 
1,897 
41442 


20,750 
9,569 





1938. 


1939. 


1940. 





34,300) 


900] 


2,906! 
80,280 


24,115 

4,472 
67,550 
21,636 
10,752 


62 
52,086 


25,590 
592 
92,473 


20,977 


1,866 
15,553 


106,518 
1,368 
111,258 


5,852 
62,370 


7,403 
13,991 
98,669 

85 

2,607 


5,583 
9,179 





- Employment of particular 
Classes or persons .. 

. Working conditions 

. Sympathy aa 

. Other causes 


Total 





105,166 
108,409} 33,709 
2,600] 16,196 
86,370]1,195,130 


112,360 
122,279 

18,830 
425,826 


98,658 
66,348 
12,593 
63,079 


378,195 


266,310 81,101 
119,475 
10,209 

8,585 


138,428 
85,746 
11,230 
32,743 


557,111 


104,454 
744,147 

4,440 
210,369 


1337994] 459,154]1,507,252| 954,174 


191,723 
73,562 
24,066 

5,212 





623,528) 497,248 





The main causes of industrial disputes are “‘ wage” questions, “‘ working 
conditions”, and “ employment of particular classes or persons”. 

The number of disputes concerning “ wages” in 1942 was II7, representing 
19 per cent. of the total. The heading ‘‘ Employment of particular classes 
or persons ” includes stoppages of work for the purpose of protesting against 
the dismissal of fellow workpeople who were considered to have been unfairly 
treated or victimized. This class of dispute occurs frequently in the coal- 
mining industry. Disputes over “ Employment ” questions in 1942 numbered 
139, or 23 per cent. of the total, and over ‘‘ Working Conditions ” 132, or 
22 per cent. Disputes classified under these three headings numbered 388, 
or 64 per cent. of the total dislocations during the year. 

7. Results of Industrial Disputes—(i) General_—The terms or condi- 
tions under which a resumption of work is agreed upon are taken as the basis 
of the result of the dispute and are comprised in one or other of the following 
four classes :— 

(a) In favour of workpeople; (b) In favour of employer; (c) Com- 
promise ; (d) Indefinite. 

Disputes are considered to result :—(a) In favour of workpeople, when 
the employees succeed in enforcing compliance with all their demands, or are 
substantially successful in attaining their principal object, or in resisting a 
demand made by their employers; (6) In favour of employer, when the 
demands of the employees are not conceded, or when the employer or em- 
ployers are substantially successful in enforcing a demand ; (c) Compromise, 
when the employees are successful in enforcing compliance with a part of 
their demands or in resisting substantially full compliance with the demands 
of their employer or employers ; (d) Indefinite, when, for example, employees 
cease work owing to some misconception regarding the terms of an award, 
determination, or agreement, and work is resumed as usual on the matters 
in dispute being explained ; or in cases where a dispute arises in connexion 
with certain work which is, however, abandoned, even though the employees 
return to the same establishment to be employed on other work. The results 
of “Sympathetic ” disputes, in which a body of workers cease work with the 
object of assisting another body of workers in obtaining compliance with 
some demand, are generally “‘ Indefinite ” except when the stoppage is entered 
upon partially to enforce a demand in which these workers might ultimately 
benefit. 
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(ii) Results in each State, 1941.—The following table shows the industrial 
disputes in 1941, classified according to results. 


Industrial Disputes: Results, 1941.(2) 


















































Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 
y' 
Btate ssls |g Sg} $ ss | 3 s 
or Territory. /% 5/5 ey B/38 4 3 a8 g 8 5 3 Hs g s 
SBlorle |a a 3 ‘a $ os a 
BRISSIE |a|/ Eel FS) | glee) es | B é 
SEIS) es ° Su se ° S45 Se ‘° 
SslSele [3 5 E g iS S5 8 a s 
SEials )8| 82) 4a is) a | 8 sa is) a 
—| -|—-|— = - —|_— g 
New Bonth Wales 188] 276] 21| 26| 63,775] 132,990] 10,462) 12,164] 216,438] 417,599] 79,911 62,221 
Victoria ' 17 3 | I] 7,450] 12,400 200) 67| 37,487] 97,600] 1,400 2,680 
Queensland... 8} 86] 2] x] 714 371| 776) 1,811) 1,332 6,858] 12,113] 27,523 
8outh Australia 10 1| 2,684 oe ae 1,020] 15,616 a ae 2,040 
Western Australia I 2 33 270 ie of 66 780 a 
Tasmania j : fe 
N. Territory .. I 200 600 
A. C. Territory. . : 
Total, Aust. .. 225! 287] 24! 291 74,856] 146,031] 11,438] 15,062 271,5301 522,8371 93,424 94,464 








(a) The following particulars of disputes which were incomplete at 31st 
December, 1941, should be added to the above figures to effect a balance 
with those published in the preceding tables :— 





Establish- 
State. Number. ments 
Involved. 


Workpeople | Working Days 
Involved. Lost. 





New South Wales 


720 1,910 








(iii) Australia, 1941.—The following table shows the number of disputes, 
number of workpeople involved, and the total number of working days lost 
in disputes in Australia for the year 1941, classified according to cause and 
result of dispute. 


Industrial Disputes: Causes and Results, Australia, 1941.(a) 


























Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 
Classified 3 .| : . 5 
according to me a} $ me Be} ¢ Se S ¢ 
Causes and BSelag| ele] 4 gH | s 4 HK F 
menie, |esieelsls| es] 88) £ | € | 88) 88 | BI § 
ce) ae ala Ra | 2S a a Bad Ee a a 
eiselais| 25) $e) gg] gs] #5] $6 g 3 
S2(9a1d|9)] 46] ga 3 & Se | da 3 4 
Wages— 
(a) For increase 26] xo} 7] 3] 6,101 1,548] 3,634 874| 71,580 6,723] 26,535 1,680 
(b) Against de- 
crease 2 2 440 408 ate as 960 408 
(e) Other Wage 
questions .. 49] 47] 3] 3/15,433] 13,514] 1,013] 2,443] 50,275] 21,445| 3,253] 36,285 
Hours of Labour— 
(a) For reduction 2} .. wel cata! 25492 ae are aya 4,232 
(b) Other dis- 
putes re hours 2 8! ..] ..] 1,000 2,720 Ste os 3,700 9,081 
Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against em- 
ployment of 
non-unionists 6 Midvets I 791 54 ne 67 2,848 324 an 2,680 
(d) Other union 
questions .. 4) 9} TI 4 836) 4,409] 4,063] 1,084 1,536 6,609] 52,819 1,906 
Employment of 
particular Class- 
és or Persons. 68} 66] 9} 9] 22,846) 15,523] 2,153] 2,647) 55,697) 30,204) 7,835) 16,714 
Working condi- 
tions 45] 31] 2) 3) 20,332) 7,495 378) 1,846] 71,038] 46,233] 1,934 3,074 
Sympathy ate Ns S5livcWee a 10,855 a Se as 18,830 ae as 
Other Causes .. 21} 88) 2) 6) 5,645) 89,505 197| 6,101] 9,673] 382,980] 1,048) 32,125 
Total(a) .. | 2251 2871 24] 20/ 74,856! 146,0311 11,438] 15,0621 271,539! 522,837] 93.4241 94,464 





























(a) See note to table above. 
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(iv) Australia, 1938 to 1942.—The table hereunder shows the number of 
disputes, number of workpeople involved, and the number of working days 
lost in disputes in Australia during the five years 1938 to 1942, classified 
according to results :— 


Industrial Disputes: Results, Australia. 





Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 





Workpeople. 
In favour of 
Compromise. 
Indefinite. 
In favour of 
Workpeople. 
In favour of 
Employer 
Compromise, 
Indefinite. 
In favour of 
Workpeople. 
In favour of 
Employer. 
Compromise. 
Indefinite. 


In favour of 
Employer. 





24,953) 75,100 90,375 149,959) 45,205/1,022,521 
22,517) 117,445 104,192 | 256,602) 43,569) 54,791 
36,303] 128,874 162,662 | 443,682 6,655| 885,941 
74,856) 146,031 271,539 22,837| 93,424] 94,464 
48,848] 107,656 3 114,540 201,381] 13,041 36,973 


1938 Oo 229) 18 
1939 oe 4 302| 19 
1940 Oo 213| 12 
1941 (a) aD 287| 24 
1942 (bd)... 393} 9 





HYP RW 


DO OF 






































(a) See note to table on page ro2. 


(b) The following particulars of disputes which were incomplete at 31st December, 1942, should be 
added to the figures for 1942 to effect a balance with those published in preceding tables :— 





Establish- Work- Working 


Involved. Involved. 





881 11,364 


New South Wales 
: 448 896 


Victoria.. 





Total 1,329 12,260 


| 
State. | Number. ments people Days Lost 





Disputes resulting in favour of workpeople exceeded those resulting 
in favour of employers in earlier years, but of late years the position has 
been reversed. The percentage in favour of employers in 1942 was 66. 
Many of the disputes in the coal-mining industry are of short duration, and 
the records show that the workpeople resumed work on antecedent conditions 
without apparently gaining any concessions. These disputes have been 
classified as terminating in favour of the employer. A number of disputes 
in each year resulted in a compromise, while in certain cases the heading 
“Indefinite ”’ had to be adopted. 


8. Methods of Settlement.—(i) General_—Methods of settlement have 
been classified under the following six headings :— 
(i) By negotiation. 
(ii) Under State Industrial Act. 
(iii) Under Commonwealth Arbitration Act. 
(iv) By filling places of workpeople on strike or locked out. 
(v) By closing down establishments permanently. 
(vi) By other methods. 


Each of the first five methods indicates some definite action. The sixth, 
“ Other Methods,” is more or less indefinite, and is connected with ‘“‘ Other 
Causes” and relates mainly to resumptions of work at collieries at the next 
shift, the cause of the stoppages not being in all cases made known officially 
to the management. 
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(ii) Australia, Ig13 and 1936 to 1942—Information for Australia for the 
years specified is given hereunder :— 


Methods of Settlement of Industrial Disputes: Australia. 





| 
Methods of Settlement. 1913. | 1936. | 1937. 1938. 1939. 1940. 1941. 1942. 
| (a) (b) 





NUMBER OF DISPUTES. 





Negotiation— 

Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives 

By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act . 

Under State Industrial Act— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory confer- 
ence 

By reference to Board or 
Court 

Under Commonwealth Con- 
cillation and Arbitration 
Act— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory confer- 
ence 

By Filling Places of Work- 
people on Strike or 
Locked out .. 

By Closing down Establish- 


ment permanently a6 
By other methods ae 























Total 











WORKPEOPLE INVOLVED. 








Negotiation— 

Direct petween employers 
and employees or their 
representatives 

By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act . 3,17 5,061 

Under State Industrial Act— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference ; 291 

By reference to Board or | 
Court 

Under Commonwealth Con- 
elllation and Arbitration 
Act— 
By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference 
By Filling Places of Work- 
people on Strike or 
Locked out . 58) 4 825 
By Closing down ‘Establish- | | 
5 mont permanently ve 170|.. 86 ‘ 3 13 
By other methods a 2,988| 8,7 16,773 38,313) 61,326 2,866 


2,766 


2,617 


























Total .. siliegocaes roo; 95,590| 142,291| 152,830| 192,069] 247,387 
| 











(a) See note to table on page ro2. (b) See note (6) to table on page 103. 
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Methods of Settlement of Industrial Disputes—Australia—continued. 


1 
Methods of Settlement. 1913. 1936. 1937. 1938. 1939. 1940. 1941. 1942. 
i i (a) (0) 


WORKING Days Lost. 











Negotiation— 

Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives ne 94,400) 234,373! 396,410] 203,175] 245,709] 152,848 159,347] 98,650 

By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act .. as 26,335] 202,949 18,517 64,220 

Under State Industrial Act— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference | 187,871 3,047] 48,769] 11,796] 35,647; 8,665 14,259] 10,132 

By _reference to Board or 
Court aS +. | 221,769 24,503 7,354| 326,881 3,366 30,420] 107,051] 18,761 

Under Commonwealth Con- 
an and Arbitration 
ct— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference 2,105 7,152 4,120] 629,075 46,450/1,032,801] 510,277] 69,441 

By Filling Places of Work- 
people on Strike or 
Locked out .. at 14,139 2,581 12,571 as 20 aa 5,248 

By Closing down Establish- 


21,018 42,563] 115, 


w 

te 
© 
wu 
Nr 

n 
N 
































ment permanently ae 20,400 Sie 172 52 3,892 377 aa or 
By other methods ++ | $6,509) 22,643] 31,162} 72,913] 71,127] 252,811] 143,519] 53,244 
Total... ++ | 623,528) 497,248) 519,075/1,308,060] 459,15411,498,940| 982,264] 365,935 
(a) See note to table on page ro2. (b) See note (b) to table on page 103. 


In each of the years included above, direct negotiation between employers 
and employees settled the majority of the disputes. In the year 1913, 
57 per cent. of the total number of dislocations were settled in this manner, 
and the percentages in subsequent years varied between 43 in 1925 and 78 in 
1937. In1942 the percentage was39. In connexion with the comparatively 
large number of disputes classified as settled “By other methods”’, stoppages 
of work frequently occur, principally at the collieries, without any cause 
being brought officially under the notice of the employers or their 
representatives. Such stoppages usually last for one day, and work is 
resumed on the following morning without negotiation. 


§ 4, Relief of Unemployment. 


1. Special Legislation for Relief of Unemployment.—The steps 
taken by the Commonwealth and State Governments to provide relief of 
unemployment, and the legislation enacted in the years 1930 to Ig4I, are 
briefly reviewed in the various Labour Reports up to No. 31; particulars 
relating to the year 1941 were shown on pages 105 to 125 of No. 31, 1941. 


§ 5. State Labour Exchanges. 

1. General.—There is considerable diversity in the scope of the several 
State Labour Exchanges, as well as in the methods adopted for registration 
of applicants for employment. Details were given in Labour Report No. 
30, page 133, concerning the organization and administration of these 
Exchanges, in the several States. 


§ 6. Industrial Accidents. 

1. Source of Information.—The following tables have been compiled 
from returns received from the Chief Inspectors of Factories, the Chief 
Inspectors of Machinery, and from Boiler, Lift, and Scaffolding Inspectors 
in the several States. In the Annual Reports issued by the State 


(55) 





127 InpuUsTRIAL ACCIDENTS. 


Departments, special sections are published relating to accidents in industrial 
undertakings. Reference to these Reports will afford more detailed 
information. The appreciative thanks of the Bureau are extended to the 
officials of the various State Departments, including the officials of the 
Mining Departments, who very kindly supplied the summarized returns 
shown hereunder. 

2. Number of Accidents Reported.—The following table shows the 
number of accidents reported in each State in the years 1938 to 1942 :— 


Industrial Accidents, 1988 to 1942. 





Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q’land. S.A. 





1938 56 54 26 17 146 

1939 .. 53 26 20 161 

No. of Fatal Accidents 1940 ae 61 17 12 138 
1941 Ets 73 22 10 I50 
1942 an 66 16 8 127 
(a) 
1938 ri 704 976 746 128 | 13,661 

No. of Aocidents inca- | 1939 a 9,794 976 684 178 106 13,400 
pacitating for | 1940 ae 10,675 1,395 687 291 159 14,947 











14 days 1941 ee 14,503] 1,971 743 245 92 | 19,210 
1942 sa 17,867 1,835 1,126 341 100 22,786 














(a) See remarks below. (b) Includes accidents reported by the Chief Conservator of Forests. 


Compared with 1941 the number of deaths from industrial accidents in 
1942 decreased in all States except Tasmania where an increase was recorded. 
The number of non-fatal accidents increased in New South Wales, Queensland, 
South Australia and Tasmania and decreased in Victoria and Western 
Australia. 

The large number of accidents recorded in New South Wales during 


recent years was due to an amendment of the Act which provides that all 
accidents which prevent workers from returning to work within seven 
days must be reported. Figures for this State are, therefore, not exactly 
comparable with those for other States. Further, the definition of a non- 
fatal accident is not on uniform lines in all States. 


3. Accidents in Industrial Groups.—The next table gives the number 
of accidents in industrial groups in Australia in 1941 and 1942. 


Industrial Accidents: Number in Industrial Groups, Australia, 1941 and 1942. 





Fatal Incapacitating for 
i over 14 days. (0) 
Industrial Group. 





1941. 1942. 





I. Wood, Furniture, etc. 
II. Engineering, etc. (a) .. 
III. Food, Drink, ete. 
TV. Clothing, Hats, etc. 
V. Books, Printing, etc. .. 
VI. Other Manufacturing .. 
VII. Building and Scaffolding 
ba is 5 Ao “ys 2,558 1,947 
X. Lifts ee Bn aie oe 23 16 
X. Miscellaneous see ats 10 350 495 


876 641 

(a) 7,879 10,518 
1,610 2,222 

781 831 

523 629 
4584 52471 

20 16 


H 
H 


AN NWH OO 
HWNOW 


Hi 
4 
Nw 


nN 


fon) 
on 

















Total.. .. te ae 5 127 19,210 22,786 





(a) Includes accidents reported by the Chief Inspector of Factories in New South Wales as having 
occurred in ore-dressing, smelting and metallurgical works. Prior to 1938 these accidents were 
included in Group VIII. Mining. 

(b) See remarks above. 
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In 1942 the largest number of fatal accidents occurred in the mining 
industry, representing 51 per cent. The largest number of non-fatal 
accidents occurred in engineering, etc. (46 per cent.). It should be pointed 
out, however, that the figures for 1938 and later years are not directly 
comparable with those for previous years as accidents in ore dressing, smelting 
works, ete., in New South Wales previously included in Group VIII. (Mining) 
are now included in the engineering group. 


Two fatal accidents occurred in connexion with building and scaffolding 
and ten deaths resulted from other accidents. Fifty fatal and 20,312 non- 
fatal accidents were reported in the manufacturing industries, 10,518 of the 
total occurring in the engineering and metal-working group. 


4. Mining Accidents.—{i) Sources of Information.—Information regard- 
ing mining accidents is obtained from the Departments of Mines in the 
respective States, except as regards accidents occurring in smelting and 
metallurgical works which are registered as factories and are under the 
jurisdiction of the Chief Inspectors of Factories. 


(ii) Classtfication.—The following tables give particulars of mining 


accidents reported to the Mines Departments, in each State in 1941. 


Mining Accidents: Classification according to Causes, 1941,(a) 
A.—Fatal Accidents. 




















Cause of Accident. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land.| S.A. W.A. Tas. | Total. 
METALLIFEROUS MINES. 
1. Below Ground— | 
Accidents caused by Explosives .. 56 I I I I 4 
~ re Falls of Ground 5 , 8 13 
” ” Falling down 
shafts, etc. 4 4 
Other Accidents a ve 3 4 2 6 15 
2. Above Ground())— 
Accidents caused by machinery in 
motion <0 SH oe I aie ais se I I 3 
Other Accidents ate oe 3 ate 2 2 4 3 14 
3. Accidents In Batteries, Ore-dressing, 
Smelting and other Metallurgical 
Works, etc. . +e 30 I 2 3 
COAL MINES. 
t, Below Ground— 
Accidents caused by Mine Explosions 
(Fire Damp, etc.) ee ee 
Accidents caused by Explosives 
(Dynamite, etc.) ne me AS I AD Ya ate spe I 
Accidents caused by Falls of Earth 16 3 2 he 2 we 23 
Other Accidents ae BS 5 are is cfs on a 5 
2. Above Ground— 
Accidents caused by machinery in 
motion a0 its aye xs ss aa ae a ss ive 
Other Accidents ne ae 5 I te 6 od me 6 
Total .. dics = 4 38 10 8 4 26 5 I 


























(a) The figures relating to mining accidents do not in all cases correspond with those published 
by the State Mines Departments, the discrepancies being partly due to the fact that accidents occurring in 
certain metallurgical works and quarries are not included in the figures issued by the Mines Departments, 
and partly to the lack of uniformity regarding the definition of a non-fatal accident. (b) Includes 
quarries, brick and clay pits, &c. 


1168.—3 (57) 





129 INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS. 


B.—Non-fatal Accidents Incapacitating for over 14 days, 1941. 
































Cause of Accident. BAN ‘| vie. | Qtland.| s.4. | W.A.-| Tas. | Total 
METALLIFEROUS MINES. | | | 
1. Below Ground— | | | | 
Accidents caused by Explosives .. 2 r | re | 11 2 7 
Fe i) Falls of Ground | 66 3 | TI | 75 2 157 
6 “i Falling down | | > 
shafts, etc. 18 | 3 I we 2 I 47 
Other Accidents ae Ace | 327 Sai 58 | ope I 809 35 1,232 
2. Above Ground— (c) | 
Accidents caused by machinery in 
motion . ate os 7. St {| 6 5 29 I 48 
Other ‘Accidents do as 88 r | 17 78 161 25 370 
3. Accidents in Batteries, Ore-dressing, 
Smelting and Ue hla | | 
Works, etc.(d) . < | 2 | 2 54 | 101 21 20 200 
COAL MINES. | 
1. Below Ground— | | 
Accidents caused by Mine Explosions | 
(Fire Damp, etc.) es Roel 
Accidents caused by Explosives | 
(Dynamite, etc.) | 14 3 3 20 
Accidents caused by F. alls of Earth | 21 9 38 | 38 106 
Other Accidents : se || 38 | I 103 174 316 
| | 
2. Above Ground— | | | | 
Accidents caused by machinery in | | | | | | 
motion . +. os. | Seren + +. Sat |tuerco I 
Other Accidents a0 al Ce gine 4 hal ee 18 os 44 
Total .. as AC 589 | 23 | 313 | 184 1,363 | 86 2,558 
(a) Complete reports not available. (b) Includes accidents reported by Chief Inspectors 
of Factories in States other than New South Wales as having occurred in ore-dressing, smelting and 
metallurgical works. (c) Includes quarries, brick and clay pits, &c. 


Sixty-five fatal mining accidents occurred below ground in Australia 
during the year, as compared with 26 above ground. Fatal accidents in 
metalliferous mines in 1941 numbered 56, as against 35 in coalmines. The 
number of non-fatal mining accidents below ground was 1,895 and above 
ground 663. 


CHAPTER V.—ASSOCIATIONS. 


§ 1. Labour Organizations. 


1. General.—In Labour Report No. 2 an outline was given of the method 
adopted to ascertain the number of members of labour organizations in 
Australia, and tabulated results up to the end of 1912 were included. From 
the beginning of 1913 quarterly returns were obtained from a considerable 
number of trade unions, both as to membership and unemployment, and 
these were supplemented at the end of each year by special inquiries as to 
the membership of those unions which, owing to the nature of the callings 
and industries covered, were unable to furnish quarterly unemployment 
returns. The following pages show the general situation in regard to the 
trades union movement in Australia at present, and its development 
since 1936. The affairs of single unions are not disclosed in the published 
results and this has assisted in securing complete information. The Bureau 
is greatly indebted to the secretaries of Trade Unions for their cordial 
co-operation in regard to the supply of information. 


The figures published in this chapter cover the years 1938 to 1942. 
Particulars for the years 1912 to 1937 will be found in preceding issues of 
the Labour Report. 
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2. Trade Unions and Branches—Number and Membership, 1938 to 1942. 
The following table gives particulars of the number of separate unions 
and branches with the number of members at the end of the years 1938 to 
1942 :— 

Trade Unions : Branches and Membership. 
























































Year. nsw. Vic. | Q’land. | 3.4. | W.A. | Tas. | Pies | A.C.T. | Total. | Aust. 
NUMBER OF SEPARATE UNIONS. 
1938.. 194 147 III II4 1326 78 6 15 801 4366 
1939..- 200 149 EX4. 117 I4I 79 4 15 819 a380 
1940.. 196 147 115 118 140 77 4 15 812 a38r 
1941... 193 146 115 117 I4I 76 4 15 807 4374 
1942.. 194 142 113 1r3 138 73 1 15 792 4377 
NUMBER OF BRANCHES. 
1938.. 573 400 314 179 202 58 I 1,727 | 2,162 
1939-- 598 398 312 178 204 69 I 1,760 | 62,199 
1940.. 601 387 309 174 209 71 I 1,752 | 52,183 
IQ4I.. 5990 386 309 174 208 71 I 1,748 | b2,181 
1942... 597 382 308 174 208 71 x 1,741 | 02,156 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS. 
1938.. | 346,837 160,569 62,404 67.932 21,051 806 1,538 885,158] 835,158 
1939.. | 358,391 180,653 67,282 67,833 22,062 761 1,685 915,470] 915 470 
1940.. | 364 189,732 | 73,503 | 68,271 | 24,556 | 1,405 1,905 | 955,862] 955,862 
1941... | 425,522 192,015 | 95,289 65,015 24,292 1,406 1,798 |1,075,680] 1,075,680 
1942.. | 483,039 190,578 | 111,385 64,535 26,893 1,406 1,796 |1,182,417|1,182,417 
PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP.(c) 

1938.. Saf Ey | 4.3 @2.1 422 8.8 |d 11.6 5. 3-3 323 
1939.. 3.3 0.8 6.5 8.7 do.t 4.8 d5.6 9.6 3.4 3.4 
1940.. rags ana 5.0 9.2 0.6 i33 84.6 13.0 4-4 4.4 
I94I.. 16.8 16.4. I.2 EK yy ad 4.8 Qtr O.r d 5.6 Eons 12.5 
1942.. T3305 12.0 trols} 16.9 do.7 IOR7: d o.t 9.9 9.9 





(a) Allowing for interstate duplication. The figures represent the number of distinct organizations 


and interstate groups of organizations. They do not represent the total number of organizations 
which are practically independent and self-governing (see following remarks). (b) Includes not only 
branches of separate State unions and sub-branches in each State of interstate unions, but also head 
State branches of interstate unions. (c) On preceding year. (d) Decrease. 


The types of trade unions in Australia vary greatly, and range from 
the small independent association to the large interstate organization, 
which, in its turn, may be a branch of an international union. Broadly 
speaking, there are four distinct classes of labour organizations :—(i) the 
local independent ; (ii) the State ; (iii) the interstate; and (iv) the Aus- 
tralasian or international. 


In the table just given, under the heading “‘ Number of Separate Unions,” 
each union represented in a State is counted once only, regardless of the 
number of branches in that State. In the total number of separate unions 
in each State (see last column but one), it is obvious that there will be dupli- 
cation in the case of interstate and similar unions, since each such union 
is counted once in each State in which it is represented by a Branch. The 
figures in the last column, therefore, have been obtained by making due 
allowance for this duplication. 
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3. Trade Unions—Industrial Groups, 1938 to 1942.—The following table 
gives the number and membership of trade unions in Australia in industrial 
groups at the end of the years 1938 to 1942. In previous Reports it was 
pointed out that the number of unions classified in Group XIV. (Miscella- 
neous), increased considerably during the period 1918 to 1920, and a 
correspondingly large increase occurred in the membership of the 
group. During recent years many associations of employees of public and 
semi-public bodies have been organized, and such unions are now included 
in the tabulations. Public Service, municipal, banking and insurance 
associations, which were not previously recognized, are now registered under 
the provision of the Commonwealth and State Industrial Arbitration Acts, 
and are therefore classified as industrial bodies. The inclusion of these 


organizations is responsible, to a great extent, for the increase in Group XIV. 


Trade Unions: Industrial Groups, Australia. 




































Industrial Groups. 1938. 1939. 1940. 1941. 1942. 
NUMBER OF UNIONS. 
Manufacturing— (a) (a) (a) (a) (a) 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. ats 17 (4) 17 (4) 17 (5) 17 (5) 17 (5) 
Il. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 63 (22) 64 (22) 63 (23) 63 (22 62 (22) 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. .. 70 (34) 72 (35) 72 (35) 73 (34) 68 (33) 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots; etc. .. 26 (12) 26 (12) 26 (12) 25 (12) 25 (12) 
V. Books, Printing, etc. Pay 14 (8) 14 (8) 14 (8) 14 (8) 14 (8) 
VI. Other Manufacturing ee 73 (36) 71 (37) 70 (37) 70 (35) 74 (37) 
VII. Building ae as OF: 49 (28) 48 (28) 49 (28) 49 (27) 49 (28) 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. .. ae 15 (12) 16 (13) 19 (13) 1g (13) 18 (13) 
IX. Railway and Tramway Services a 50 (27) 51 (29) 50 (29) 50 (29) 50 (29) 
X. Other Land Transport 56 aye 13 (6) 13 (6) 13 (6) 13 (6) 13 (6) 
XI. Shipping, etc. ifs as ae 55 (20) 60 (21) 58 (21) 54 (19) 50 (19) 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, etc. Ga 9 (6) 9 (5) 9 (5) 8 (4) 9 (5) 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. Ae ab 20 (16) 1g (18) 18 (17) 18 (17) 18 (17) 
XIV. Miscellaneous— : 
(i) Banking, Insurance and Clerical 32 (16) 33 (20) 33 (20) 33 (20) 33 (21) 
(ii) Public Service . .» | 148 (50) | 147 (50) 142 (49) | 142 (49) | 142 (49) 
(ii!) Retail and Wholesale AD 8 (8) 15 (8) 15 (8) 15 (8) 15 (8) 
fy) Municipal, Sewerage, and 
Labouring By, Ne 16 (12) 20 (11) 20 (11) 20 (11) 20 (12) 
(v) Other Miscellaneous .. .. | 123 (49) | 124 (53) 124 (54) | 124 (55) | 115 (53) 
Total en a .. | 801(366) | 819(380) | 8r2(381) | 807(374) | 792(377 
(a) Allowins for interstate duplication. 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS. 
Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. na 27,831 27,990 29,520 28,656 25,017 
II. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 94,228 99,731 112,230 153,911 199,698 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. et 755753 80,328 775229 79,456 77;73% 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. .. 66,427 68,847 73,489 86,824} — 96,450 
V. Books, Printing, etc. .. ae 21,661 22,303 22,9907 24,049 23,574 
VI. Other Manufacturing .. 0 48,410 52,074 62,185 86,442) 100,069 
VII. Building aa Me kes 47,953 45,651 53,998 58,812 69,843 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. .. a 43,429 48,812 49,921 47,048 44,462 
IX. Railway and Tramway Services ae 104,523 105,938 101,940 II1,922| 120,672 
X. Other Land Transport me ne 18,969 19,488 18,315 21,290 20,403 
XI. Shipping, etc. .. a ie 28,780 28,760 29,173 29,740 32,013 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, etc. as 38,424 40,276 44,524 43,242 45,742 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. aie ag 12,835 13,177 16,805 20,381 20,073 
XIV. Miscellaneous— : : 
(i) Banking, Insurance and Clerical 37,639 39,013 42,439 48,451 56,170 
(ii) Public Service Fh iz 86,797 £9,848 92,688 102,552] 115,954 
(ill) Retail and Wholesale ae 34,140 36,290 35,119 36,416 34,516 
iv) Municipal, Sewerage an 
ee abouring BE ad 45,126 46,552 47,673 45,083 47,533 
(v) Other Miscellaneous .. on 52,233 50,392 45,617 51,404 52,491 
Total .. a ms 885,158 915,470 955,862] 1,075,680] 1,182,417 

















4. Trade Unions—Number of Male and Female Members and 
Percentage to Total Wage and Salary Earners.—(i) States, 1941. The 
estimated number of male and female wage and salary earners (including 
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unemployed) have been obtained by increasing the number of 
such persons enumerated at the 1933 Census in ratio to the 
annual increases in separate age groups for males and females. Further, 
allowance has been made for (a) increase in the proportion of females who 
are wage and salary earners, and (b) youths and girls who would normally 
have been wage and salary earners but who, on account of the economic 
depression, havi ing never been employed, were not classed as wage and salary 
earners at the 1933 Census. 


The following table shows separately for males and freee and for each 
State (a) the number of members of trade unions ; (6) the estimated number 
of wage and salary earners of each sex 20 years of age and over in all 
professions, trades, and al tions ; and (ce) the percentage of the former 
(a) on the latter (6) at the end of the year I94r. The estimated number of 
wage and salary earners includes all persons 20 years of age and over in 
receipt of wages or salary, as well as those unemployed, and therefore embraces 
a large number of adults who are not eligible for membership of any trade 
union (such as certain persons employed in professional occupations) as 
well as others who, while eligible for membership so far as the nature of their 
trade or occupation is concerned, do not reside in a locality which is covered 
by any union devoted to their particular trade or occupation. Moreover, 
the age at which persons are eligible for membership varies in different 
unions. The census results are classified in quinquennial age groups, and 
age 20 years is taken as approximating to the age of admission to membership. 
A line has been added to show the estimated numbers of ‘ junior” workers 
under 20 years of age :— 


Trade Unions: Number of Male and Female Members, and Percentage to Total 
Wage and Salary Earners, States, 1941. 





N.S.W. 


Particulars. (a) 


= F , v Aus- 
Vic. Q’land.| S.A. A. i ’ | tralia: 








Estimated No. of Adult Wage | 
and Salary Earners (20 years 
of age and over) .. v6 86,900} 100] 234,800] 146,800] 5 5 | 3,800]1,733,100 

No. of Members of Unions pid REA 215,8 155,156] 80,636] 55,656] 20,624] 33 886,648 

Percentage of Members on Esti- 
mated No. of Adult Wage | 
and Salary Earners 52. .6 Ger |) Sai . 38.5 35. 51.2 

Junior Wage and Salary Ez arners 
(under 20).. 50 «+. | 115,000] 77,700! 42,400} 26,000! 19,000] 52! 300] 290,600 











FEMALES. 





Estimated No. of Adult Wage | 
and Salary Earners (20 years | | 
of age and over) .. .. | 176,900 500] 5 ] 37,100] 24,000} 

No. of Members of Unions -- | 69,910] 54,52 3 ¢ 1653] 9,359] 

Percentage of Members on Esti- | 
mated No. of Adult Wage | | 
and Salary Karners 39.5 | 7.2.4 Vi2 39.5 | 39. 30. 19.¢ 42.1 

Junior Wage and Salary He arners 
(under 20). pve 30 99,800] 66,10 26, 9,800! ;800! 6,600} | 230,400 

















PERSONS. 





Estimated No. of Adult Wage 
and Salary Earners (20 years | 
of age and over) .. 183,900] 147,500] 65,100 


| 
| | 
el 
No. of Members of Unions | 427 270,343] 192,015] 95,289] 65,015] 24,292 
] 
| 


863, 800} 630,600 





Percentage of Members on Es 
mated No. of Adult Wage 
and Salary Earners | 

Junior Wage and Salary Earners | | | | 
(under 20). ae .. | 214,800 143,800] 68,600} 45,800! 30,800! 16,800! 521,000 


| 
re Use Soa Ps fd fal 
H 7.3 

















(a) Tocludes Australian Capital Territory. 
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(ii) Australia.—Similar particulars for Australia for the five years 1938 
to 1942 are given in the next table. 


Trade Unions: Number of Male and Female Members and Percentage to Total 
Wage and Salary Earners, Australia.(a) 





1 
Particulars. 1938. 1939. 1940. 








Estimated Number of Adult Wage and 
Salary Earners (20 years of age and over) | 88,2 507, 500 | 1,564,500 3733,100 5790,000 
Number of Members of Unions .. ae 748,749 778,336 806,572 886,648 043,555 
Percentage of Members on Estimated | 
Number of Adult Wage and Salary Earners . 51.6 51.6 51.2 52.7 
Junior Wage and Salary Earners (under 20) 275,600 284,000 290,600 296,000 





FEMALES. 





Estimated Number of Adult Wage and : 
Salary Earners (20 years of age and over) 410,900 | 417,000 430,200 $49,200 473,700 
Number of Members of Unions .. AG 136,409 | 137,134 149,290 189,032 238,862 
Percentage of Members on Estimated 
Number of Adult Wage and Salary Earners S52 32.8 34.7 42.1 50.4 
Junior Wage and Salary Earners (under 20) 183,900 187,200 209,300 230,400 258,300 





PERSONS. 





Estimated Number of Adult Wage and } 
Salary Earners (20 years of age and over) | 1,899,100 |1,925,100 :994,700 ; 2,263,700 
Number of Members of Unions .. ae 885,158 915,470 955,862 1075,608 ,182,417 
Percentage of Members on Estimated | 
Number of Adult Wage and Salary Earners | 46.6 47.6 47-9 +3 52.2 
Junior Wage and Salary Earners (under 20) | 457,100 462,800 493,300 521,000 554,300 
| | | ' 




















(a) Includes wage earners enlisted in armed forces. 


5. Trade Unions—Classification according to Number of Members, 1938 
to 1942.—The following table shows the number and’ membership of all 
trade unions in Australia for the years 1938 to 1942 inclusive, classified 
according to size. In this table interstate unions are counted once only :— 


Trade Unions: Classification according to Number of Members, Australia. 


| | 
; 10,000 | 2°00. | 2,000 | 5,000 500 300 200 100 50 
Classifi- ? and and and and and and and and | Under 





and 
over. 


cation. Total 


under | under | under | under | under | under | under | under 50. 
10,000.} 5,000. | 2,000. | 1,000, 500. 300. 200. | 100, 
| 





NUMBER OF UNIONS. 





43 45 35 
43 52 
45 49 
42 46 
40 46 


ODONN 
DNNWh 
> m0 00 


WWNHNKN 





MEMBERSHIP. 





1,586] 885,158 
1,565| 915,470 
1,687] 955,862 
1,604|1,075,680 
1,656]1,182,417 


68,881] 149,337| 60,978] 32,258] 12,953 
87,077] 134,204] 59,283} 36,776) 10,578 
76,725] 156,697} 63,803] 36,957) 13,213 
109,030] 135,077] 54,190] 35,622] 12,183 
28| 111,759] 147,204] 43,039! 34,471] 12,429 


DAAND 
UO nw 
NPORN 
AO RUT 
YNNNb 


NX 
° 
oe 





PERCENTAGE ON TOTAL MEMBERSHIP. 
6.9 


6.5 
6.7 
5.0 
3.6 
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In the last part of the preceding table the percentage which the 
membership in each group bears to the total membership of all groups is 
given for the years 1938 to 1942. The tendency towards closer organization 
is evidenced by the fact that though membership of trade unions has increased 
since 1912 by 173 per cent., the number of unions having less than 2,000 
members has considerably decreased, namely, from 360 to 283. 


6. Interstate or Federated Trade Unions.—The following table gives 
particulars regarding number and membership of interstate or federated 
trade unions having branches in two or more States. The figures include 
interstate unions registered under the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, as well as federated unions which are not so registered :— 


Interstate or Federated Trade Unions: Number and Membership. 





UNIONS OPERATING IN— 
PARTICULARS. 





2 States. | 3 States. | 4 States. | 5 States. |6 States.(a) 





(1938 .. 16 12 23 43 113 

1939... Ir 24 42 116 

Number of Unions 1940: <; 13 25 42 117 
I94I .. 7 II 27 42 115 

1942 .. 8 12 26 43 116 


1938 .. 27,713 20,279 140,214 190,700 | 352,405 731,311 
1939 .. 30,888 33,319 120,664 209,369 361,884 756,124 
Number of Members< 1940 .. 28,730 46,757 138,840 210,020 379,085 803,432 
I94I.. 29,873 34,408 170,994 263,845 408,401 907,521 
1942. 30,871 37,944 169,561 299, 388 495,147 |1,032,911 























(a) Certain unions in this group have, in addition to branches in each of the six States, branches 
in the Northern Territory and in the Australian Capital Territory. 


The number of organizations operating in two or more States has increased 
from 72 in 1912 to 116 in 1942, and the percentage of the membership of 
such organizations on the total membership of all organizations has risen 
from 65 per cent. to 87 per cent. during the same period. 


7. Central Labour Organizations.—In each of the capital cities, as well 
as in a number of other industrial centres, delegate organizations, consisting 
of representatives from a group of trade unions, have been established. Their 
revenue is raised by means of a per capita tax on the members of each affiliated 
union. In the majority of the towns where such central organizations exist, 
most of the local unions are affiliated with the central organization, which 
is usually known as the Labour or Trades Hall Council, or the Labour 
Federation. In Western Australia a unified system of organization extends 
over the industrial centres throughout the State, and there is a provincial 
branch of the Australian Labour Party, having a central council and 

‘executive, and metropolitan and branch district councils to which the local 
bodies are affiliated. The central council, on which all district councils are 
represented, meets periodically. In the other States, however, the organiza- 
tion is not so close, and though provision usually exists in the rules of the 
central council in the capital city of each State for the organization of district 
councils, or for the representation on the central council of the local councils 
in the smaller industrial centres of the State, the councils in each State are, 
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as a matter of fact, independent bodies. The table hereunder gives the 
number of metropolitan and district or local labour councils, together with 
the number of unions and branches of unions affiliated therewith in each 
State at the end of the years 1937 to 1941. 


Central Labour Organizations: Number, and Branch Unions Affiliated. 





Particulars. | N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land.| S.A. | W.A. Tas. | N. Ter.| A.C.T. 





i- 


1937 -- 
1938 .. 
No. of Councils 1939 .. | 


1940 .. 
TOAT oe 


and Branch 1939 .. 


1940 .. 
1941 .. 


Unions 
Affiliated 





























1937 -- 
No. of am ee 





The figures regarding number of unions do not necessarily represent 
separate unions, since the branches of a large union may be affiliated with 
the local trades councils in the several towns in which they are represented. 


Between the trade union and the central organization of unions may 
be classed certain State or district councils organized on trade lines and 
composed of delegates from separate unions, the interests of the members 
of which are closely connected by reason of the occupations of their members 
such, for example, as delegate councils of bakers, bread carters and mill 
employees, or of unions connected directly or indirectly with the metal 
trades, or with the building trades. 


A Central Labour Organization, called the Australasian Council of 
Trade Unions, came into being during 1927. The Council was created 
to function on behalf of the Trade Unions of Australia, and was 
founded at an All-Australian Trade Union Congress, held in Melbourne in 
May, 1927. The Australasian Council is based on the Metropolitan Trades 
and Labour Councils in each State, such bodies having the right to appoint 
two representatives to act on the Executive of the Council. In addition 
to the representatives from the Metropolitan Councils, the Executive consists 
of four officers, viz., the President, two Vice-Presidents, and a Secretary, who 
are elected by and from the All-Australian Trade Union Congress. 


The objective of the Council is the socialization of industry, i.e., produc- 
tion, distribution and exchange. The methods to be adopted are :— 
(a) The closer organization of the workers by the transformation of the 
Australian Trade Union Movement from the Craft to an Industrial basis 
by the establishment of one Union in each industry; (6) the consolidation 
of the Australasian Labour Movement with the object of unified control, 
administration, and action ; (c) the centralized control of industrial disputes ; 
and (d) educational propaganda among Unions. 


The A.C.T.U. is the first interstate body in Australia with authority to 
deal with industrial matters of an interstate character affecting the Trade 
Union movement generally. It is also the body responsible for submitting 
the names of suitable persons, from which the Commonwealth Government 
selects the Australian Workers’ delegate to the Annual International Labour 
Conference. 
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APPENDIX. 
Section I. 
Sydney : Average Reiail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1941, 


Article. Unit. | January. | February.) March. April. May. June. July. August. |September.| October. | November.) December.| AVet@ge 
1941. 
Groceries, &c.— 
Bread Bo 60 2 Ib. 
Flour, ordinary is ae 
» Self-raising .. a 
Tea a «e lb. 
Sugar ah oe ey 
Rice (Australian) .. ny 
Sago ate A 
Jam, plum as 
Golden Syrup ie 2 |b. 
Oats, flaked 30 Ib. 
Raisins, seeded An ee 
Currants .. AD iF 
Apricots, dried Be i 
Peaches, canned... 30 OZ. 
Pears, canned 50 Yr) 
Salmon, in tins Ac lb. 
Potatoes .. 0 7 Ib. 
Onions, brown aa lb. 
Soap oo e 
Kerosene .. -» | quart 
Dairy Produce— 
Butter, factory at lb. .05 +05 .0 Bro) 0 ‘ < 
Cheese, mild ye _ 5.30 .30 er : 38 33 : 5 a) be 9.05 -05 
Eggs, new laid S| Padoxs 3.90 70 0.85 3.80 10 105 00 00 105 ate Ze 
Bacon, rashers AG Ib. . 17.65 .65 65 .50 "35 “2d as S60) ae 108: oS 
Milk, condensed... x tin 3.90 .00 9.00 .10 10 105 “05 "35 pars oe 43: 
oe fresh +» | T quart +10 -10 RS -I0 -10 +10 +10 +10 .10 .10 .10 
Beef, sirloin AD ' .10 +50 .20 
TIDE an .40 05 85 
steak, rump .. .20 8.50 .80 
yy ehuck. 9.10 3.65 +35 
» sausages aa 5 8 3 
Beef (corned) ae he 4 3 
side 65 +20 i 
a 7 brisket -90 40 ae 
Mutton, leg we 3.00 -70 .50 
»  forequarter 70 65 60 
+ loin co -90 -65 8.60 
» chops, loin +70 55 «40 25 .06 
” ” leg +05 +10 85 .80 8.39 
Pork, leg ae -00 +30 13.10 -90 11.70 
» loin us +20 -00 13.90 .70 12.00 +45 13.20 13.40 13.40 I 
» chops a +25 +95 13.75 “45 12.33 65 13.10 i300 ae res ‘ ; 
2st 


NoTe.—Comparative figures for months of 1942 appear in Nos. 167-170 of Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics. 
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Section I.—continued. 
Melbourne : Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1941. 





















































Article. Unit. | January. | February.) March. | April. May. June. July. August. |September.| October. | November.} December. — 
Groceries, &c.— a. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. a 

Bread Ap oe 2 Ib. 5-53 5.53 5.53 5-53 5-53 5-53 5-53 5-53 5-53 5-53 5-53 5-53 5-53 

Flour, ordinary... ” 4-15 4.15 4-15 4-15 4.15 4.15 4.15 4.15 4-15 4-10 4-15 4-15 4.15 
» 8Self-raising .. * 7.95 8.00 7.85 7.55 7.40 7.40 7.40 7-35 7-35 7-35 7-40 7-35 7.53 

Tea oe oe Ib. 33.25 33-25 33-25 33-25 35.05 35.05 36.00 37.00 39.10 41.20 41.40 43.00 36.73 

Sugar oe ee re 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4,00 4.00 4.00 4.00 

Rice (Australian) .. * 3-53 3.53 3-53 3-53 3.58 3.58 3-63 3.58 3.53 3-53 3-53 3.53 3.55 

Bago oe oe é. 4.03 4.05 4.13 4.30 4.30 4.40 4.70 4.85 5.00 5.10 5.20 5-45 4.63 

Jam, plum «. | re lb. 9-35 9.25 9.30 9.30 9.25 9.20 9.20 9.20 9.20 9.20 9.2 9.20 9.24 

Golden Syrup oi 2 Ib. 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7-20 7.15 7.20 

Oats, flaked a Ib. 3.00 3.03 3542 3-19 3.19 3.36 3-44 3.58 3.64 3.69 3-72 3-67 3.39 

Raisins, seeded a - 10.75 10.80 10.80 10.90 10.90 10.95 II.00 It.c5 II.10 II.10 II.10 Ir.10 10.96 

Currants .. Bc ae 9.06 9.14 9.21 9.29 9.36 9.42 9.50 9.50 9.57 9.57 9-57 9-57 9.40 

Apricots, dried An - 17.13 17.33 17.00 17.25 17.25 17.35 17.30 17.25 17.2 17.20 17.20 17.44 17.25 

Peaches, canned an 30 OZ. 10,30 10.35 10.35 10.35 10.40 10.40 10.40 10.40 10.40 10.35 10.35 10.35 10.37 

Pears, canned a on II.20 II.25 II.20 II.20 11.25 II.25 11.25 11.25 11.2 II.20 IrI.20 II.2 Tri23' 

Salmon, in tins a0 Ib. 16.89 17.22 17.67 17.89 18.50 18.44 + 18.44 18.50 18.50 18.56 18.83 19.00 18.20 

Potatoes .. nell gas 16.32 8.43 6.00 5.81 4.41 4.57 4-35 7.05 7.06 7-14 7.20 9-95 7.36 

Onions, brown - Ib. 3-11 2.38 1.83 1.83 1.78 1.83 2.50 3-17 3.56 3-75 3.38 1.94 2.59 

Soap : es Fa 7.02 7.1 6.98 6.98 6.98 6.98 6.98 6.98 6.98 6.98 6.98 6.98 6.99 

Kerosene .. .. | quart 5-75 5.75 5-75 5-75 5.75 5:77 5.88 5.88 5.88 5.88 6.02 6.05 5.84 

Dairy Produce— | 

Butter, factory Se Ib. 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 19.50 

Cheese, mild ate Pr 13.31 13.31 13.31 13.44 13.31 13.44 13.44 13.39 13.50 13.50 13.72 13.61 13.44 

Eggs, new laid nih x doz. 18.10 20.05 21.05 25.80 27.11 24.20 20.70 18.20 15.35 15.05 I5.00 15.95 19.71 

Bacon, rashers a Ib. 20.45 20.45 20.45 20.25 20.15 19.80 19.80 20.00 20.00 20.28 20.35 20.35 20.19 

Milk, condensed... t tin 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.60 
» fresh -. | 1 quart 6.85 6.85 6.85 7-35 7-35 7.35 7-35 7.35 7-35 7.35 7-35 7-35 7.23 

Meat— 

Beef, sirloin an lb. II.55 11.75 11.45 11.45 11.30 10.85 II.00 II.25 II.35 11.30 II.05 II.00 11.28 
Py | ates ue ‘f 9.45 9.20 9.25 9.30 8.90 8.85 8.85 8.95 9.10 9.25 8.70 8.90 9.06 
» Ssteak,rump .. a 17.40 17.40 17.40 17.40 17.40 17.20 16.70 17.20 17.30 17.30 17.30 17.30 17.28 
” » chuck .. + 7.85 7.85 7.85 7.85 8.00 7.95 7.85 7.90 8.00 8.05 7.90 7.85 7-91 
» sausages os ” 6.35 6.35 6.35 6.35 6.35 6.35 6.25 6.10 6.10 6.10 6.15 6.10 6.2 

Beef (corned) silver- 

side ” 9.90 10.00 9.90 9.80 9.60 9.70 9-40 9.40 9.50 9.55 9.45 9.45 9.64 

” Py brisket 96 7.60 7.55 7.55 7.50 7.15 7 he! 6.95 7.05 7.20 7.20 7-25 7.25 7.29 
Mutton, leg 46 ” 7.80 7-75 7.85 7.85 7.25 7.30 7-45 7.50 7-70 7.80 7-50 7.60 7.61 
»  forequarter ” 4.60 4-55 4.50 4.55 4.30 4.30 4.20 4-55 4.55 4.45 4.35 4-15 4.42 

» loin ae AK 7.40 7.35 7.50 7.40 7.20 7.10 6.80 6.95 7.10 7.05 7.00 6.95 7.15 

= chops, loin oo 8.65 8.55 8.65 8.80 8.40 8.50 8.05 8.25 8.35 8.30 8.20 8.20 8.41 

9 ” leg 3 9.05 9.25 9-25 9.25 8.95 9.00 8.45 8.65 8.85 8.75 8.85 8.70 8.93 

Pork, leg ae i 12.55 12.25 12.25 12.20 II.70 II.50 II.40 11.85 II.95 II.90 II.95 12.15 II.97 
» loin ine ir 13.00 12.70 12.80 12.70 12.20 12.00 12.00 12.20 12.50 12.30 I2.50 12.60 12.46 
+, chops Or. * 13.60 13.30 13.20 13.20 12.90 12.60 12.50 12.70 I2.90 12.90 I3.00 12.90 12.98 
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Note.—Comparative figures for months of 1942 appear in Nos. 167-170 of Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics. 
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Section I.—continued. 
Brisbane : Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1941. 













































































Article. Unit. | January.|February.| March. April. June. July. August. |September.| October. | November.| December. et ll 
Groceries, &c.— E d. d, d. d. d. d, d. d. d. d, 

Bread +e + | 2 Ib. 5-75 5-75 5-75 5. 5. 5-75 5-75 5-75 5-75 5. 5-75 5-75 

Flour, ordinary an ” 4.05 4.05 4.05 4. 4. 4.05 4.05 4.05 4.05 4. 4.05 4.05 
» self-raising .. = 8. 8.23 8.2 8. 8. 8.23 8.23 8.18 8.23 8. 8.2 8.23 

Tea . . Ib. 3r. 1.77 31.77 31. 33- 34-73 35-73 37-73 39.27 39. 41.77 5-27 

Sugar a) a D Se 3.98 3.98 35 34 3.98 3.98 3.98 3.98 3. 3.98 3.98 

Rice (Australian) .. ” 3- 3-39 3-39 3. 3- 3-43 3-43 3-43 3-43 3.4 3-45 3-42 

Sago .- a ” 4. 4.09 4-09 4. 4. 4.55 4.68 4.82 4.95 5. 5.05 4.53 

Jam, plum -- | t4 Ib. 9. 9.00 9. 9. 8.90 8.97 8.97 9.04 a 8.97 8.99 

Golden Syrup as 2 |b. 6. 6.73 6. 6.7 6.77 6.77 6.77 6.77 6. 6.73 6.75 

Oats, flaked oe Pe 3- 3-50 3. a: 3.86 3.86 3-95 3.95 3 3.98 3-75 

Raisins, seeded ae Ib. II.41 II Il. II.50 11.41 II.50 11.50 II 11.64 II.45 

Currants .. an oP 10.15 10. 10.3 10.15 10.22 10.28 10.40 10 10.35 10.25 

Apricots, dried 43 a 17.05 17. 17.50 17.50 17.50 17.55 17 17.50 17.44 

Peaches, canned .. 30 02. 11.73 TT, 1.7, 11.75 11.64 11.73 II 11.73 11.72 

Pears, canned ey 12.41 T2ed 12.41 12.41 12.41 12.50 12. 12.55 12.44 

Salmon, in tins se Ib. 19.41 19. 19.91 19.91 20.14 19.95 19. 19.82 19.69 

Potatoes .. oD 7 |b. 10.50 10. 7.91 8.09 8.27 9.27 TFs 12.77 10.40 

Onions, brown lb. 2.09 2 2.36 3.50 4.00 5.56 4. 2.95 3.18 

Soap ae oe 7 6.27 6. 6.2: 6.24 6.24 6.2 6. 6.2: 6.2 

Kerosene .. do quart 4-76 4- 4.83 4.83 4.83 5.10 mi 5.11 4.88 

Dairy Produce— 

Butter, factory sis Ib. 19.00 19. 19. 19.00 19.00 19. 19.00 .00 

Cheese, mild im 13.36 13; r3h 13.27 13.27 13.27 13.2 32 

Eggs, new laid ne doz. 20.82 26. 20. 18.00 16.82 15. 15.68 18 

Bacon, rashers oe Ib. 15.59 15.4 bP he 14.77 14.82 14.86 15.86 .29 

Milk, condensed... tin 9.36 9.4 9 9.41 9.41 9.4 9.41 9.39 
», fresh ee quart 6.25 6. 6 6.2 6.25 6.25 6.2 -2 

Meat— 

Beef, sirloin oe Ib. 10.95 10.: .85 9. 10.00 10.05 10.2 10 10.85 II. 45 10.55 
rts Xe oe ” 7.65 7. 75 6. 6.85 6.85 6.95 6 6.90 7.05 7.29 
» 8steak,rump .. ” 14.20 13.6 25 12 13.30 13.30 13.50 14 14.45 15.30 13.97 
f » chuck .. a 7.55 Sie 90 6. 7.00 7.00 7.05 7 7.30 7.75 7.30 
» sausages aa ” 6.90 6. -55 6. 6.55 6.55 6.60 7, 7.15 7.20 6.81 

Beef, (corned) silver- 

side oF 9. 9.15 8. 60 8 8.55 8.40 8.45 9.35 9.45 9.90 9.02 

oa a brisket 1 5 As 7.15 6. 45) 6. 6.55 6.65 6.70 7.10 7.15 7.45 6.92 
Mutton, leg So ” 8. 8.70 8. 20 8. 7.90 7.90 7.90 7.85 7.85 7.75 8.20 
»  forequarter ” 6. 5.75 5.8 5. 5.30 5.35 5.30 5.20 5.15 5.10 5-51 

» loin oe ” 8. 8.10 8. 8. 7-35 7.40 7-30 7-25 7-15 7-25 7-71 

» chops, loin A 8. 8.40 8. 8. 7.40 7.65 7.6 7.60 7.60 7.50 8.01 

ie ” leg ” 8. 8.70 8. 8. 7-95 7-95 7 7.85 7-95 7.85 8.28 

Pork, leg zig a 12. II.40 II II 11.35 II.50 1r.65 II.70 11.85 11.54 
» loin . = 12. 11.45 Ir. ri 11.40 11.45 11.45 11.60 II.70 11.52 
» chops Ac . 12. 11.55 1a 65 Ir. 11.55 11.55 11.80 1r.65 11.80 12.00 11.70 

ee ee = 
Note.—Comparative figures for months of 1942 a; pear in Ncs. 167-170 of Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics. 
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Section I.—continued. 


Adelaide : Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1941. 


















Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. | April. May. Tune. July. | August. |September.| October. | November.| December. Avene? 
Groceries, &c.— d. d. d. d. : d. d. d. d, d. d. d. A 

Bread oe 2 Ib. 5.50 5.50 5. 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 6.00 6,00 6,00 6.00 6.00 Wk 

Wlour, ordinary .. ” 4-55 4.55 4. 4-55 4-55 4.55 4-55 4-55 4.55 4.55 4.55 4.55 4.55 
» self-raising ” 7 +30 7.39 7. 7-95 7.85 7.60 7.40 7.40 7.25 7-2 7.20 7.20 +47 

Tea Ib. 32.70 33.05 33. 3.05 34.85 35-05 35-95 7-05 39-05 41.05 41.05 43.05 58 

Sugar ae uC ar 4.00 4.00 4. 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 .00 

Rice (Australian) .. ” 3-50 3-50 3. 3-50 3.50 3-50 3.50 3-50 3.50 3-50 3-50 3.50 .50 

Sago . on 3.80 3.85 3. 3.90 4.05 4-15 4.15 4-25 4.30 4.30 4-30 4.50 12 

Jam, plum 14 Ib. 8.75 8.80 8. 8.90 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.05 9.05 9.15 9.20 9.25 .00 

Golden Syrup 2 |b. 6.55 6.55 6. 6.55 6.55 6.55 6.55 6.55 6.55 6,60 6.60 6.60 +56 

Oats, flaked lb. 3.03 3.18 ae 3.28 3-35 3-35 3.40 3.58 3.60 3.63 3.63 3.63 +41 

Raisins, seeded a 9.70 9.70 9. 9.85 10.00 10,10 0.20 10.30 10.30 10.35 10.45 10.55 <0 

Currants ie 8.70 8.63 8. 8.69 8.64 8.69 8.69 8.75 8.75 8.81 8.81 8.94 ok 

Apricots, dried ie 16.30 * 16.25 16. 16.60 16.40 16.40 +40 16.45 16.55 16.65 .8r 17.21 -55 

Peaches, canned 30 OZ 10.25 10.25 10, 10.25 10.25 10.35 40 10.40 10.50 10.50 55 10.60 38 

Pears, canned ra 10.20 10.20 10. 10,20 10.20 10.30 +30 10.30 10.45 10.50 +55 10.65 34 

Salmon, in tins lb. 16.80 16.80 16. 17.05 17.30 17.50 ~50 17.50 17.60 17.60 +95 18.17 38 

Potatoes 7 |b. 12.57 11.21 9. 7.06 6.51 5-44 +04 4.90 4.90 6.25 72 12.14 82 

Onions, brown lb. 1.29 2.13 i 1.86 1.79 1.79 -00 2.31 3-79 4.19 -08 3.58 56 

Soap - 7.00 7.00 7. 7.00 7.00 7.00 .00 7.00 7.00 7.00 .00 7.00 00 

Kerosene .. quart 4.89 4.98 4. 4.96 4-96 4-93 +96 4.96 4.83 5.04 +04 5.10 97 

Dairy Produce— 

Butter, factory Ib. 19.05 19.05 19. 105 105 19.05 +05 .05 19.05 19.05 .05 19.05 05 

Cheese, mild D 12.40 I2.40 12.5 +50 +50 12.50 +50 50 12.65 12.65 65 12.75 54 

Eggs, new laid doz. 14.00 16.25 17. .70 +35 23.60 .40 85 13.10 13.25 3.05 13.40 .60 

Bacon, rashers Ib. 18.15 18.15 18. +35 +30 16.30 .00 +20 17.30 17.25 225 17.45 24 

Milk, condensed tin 8.95 9.31 9. 215 15 9.15 .15 9.25 9.25 9.25 +25 9.25 .20 
>, fresh quart 5.85 5.85 5. 85 85 5.90 .00 .00 6.00 6.00 00 6.00 +93 

Meat— 

Beef, sirloin lb. 10.65 II.15 I1.25 IT{15 = 15 10.00 9.95 9.95 10.05 10,10 00 9.90 10.36 
» «rib ” 8.60 9.35 9. 9.15 +50 8.10 8.10 8.10 8.15 8.20 -20 8.00 8.49 
» steak, rump ” 14.60 15.40 TS 15.40 -30 13.70 3.80 13.70 13.80 13.80 4.00 13.90 14.32 
¥ » chuck .. ” 9.10 9.80 9.8 9.60 3.90 8.80 8.70 8.60 8.70 8.70 . 60 8.40 8.98 
» sausages ae ” 5-90 5.80 5. 5.80 -70 5.70 5.70 5.70 5.70 5.70 +70 5.70 5.74 

Beef (corned) silver- 

side ” 10.50 II.15 Ids II.00 0.10 I0.00 9.80 9.85 9.85 9.90 .05 10.15 10,28 

ap ‘ brisket Af 7-95 8.20 8. 8.20 7-50 7-55 7-45 7-35 7-35 7-30 +40 7-35 7.65 
Mutton, leg ae a 7.70 8.15 8. 8.00 7.80 7-70 7.65 7.55 7.70 7.40 -40 7.35 7.71 
»  forequarter » 4.05 4.50 4. 4.20 4.10 4.10 4.00 4.00 4.10 3.90 .80 3-75 4.07 

» — Ioin ae ” 6.85 7-45 7. 7-35 7-25 7-30 7.00 7-00 7-25 7-05 +95 6.85 7.15 

” chops, loin » 7.90 8.30 8. 8.20 8.10 8.00 8.00 7.80 8.20 7.70 +50 7.80 7.98 

a ae leg i 8.80 9.20 9. 9.10 8.60 8.80 8.80 8.55 8.80 8.60 +65 8.70 8.82 

Pork, leg ao Ph 10.60 10.40 9. 9-35 9.05 9-55 9-55 9.30 9.55 10.20 +25 II.30 9.91 
‘ar loln a rH £1.55 II.20 ro. 9.70 9.50 9.70 9.75 9.50 10.15 10.60 Fis A: 11.85 10.43 
» chops oe ” II.45 II.20 ro. 10.10 9.60 10.20 10.00 10.20 10.50 10.90 +90 12.20 10.67 
































Note.—Comparative figures for months of 1942 appear in Nos. 
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Szurion I.—continued. 
Perth : Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1941. 


ee ee EEE eee Ee arr ee 


Average, 


Article. Unit. | January. | February.| March. April. May. June. July. August. |September.| October. | November.| December. I94I. 





Groceries, &c.— d. 
Bread AG 
Flour, ordinary 

self-raising 


d. 
6.00 
5-03 


a 
& 
= 
a 


-00 
5.00 
85 
-90 
.0o 
3.60 
4.70 
+75 
-40 
.08 
-20 
65 
-60 
-05 
80 
-17 
-50 
85 
+70 
+51 


-00 
-00 
-90 
+90 
.00 
-60 
30 
+75 
«40 
.2I 
+35 
372 
.60 
+05 
90 
+33 


+55 
+70 


-7t 


Tea 
Sugar 5G 
Rice (Australian) 
Sago AG 
Jam, plum 
Golden Syrup 
Oats, flaked 
Raisins, seeded 
Currants .. 
Apricots, dried 
Peaches, canned 
Pears, canned 
Salmon, in tina 
Potatoes 
Onions, brown 
Soap An 
Kerosene .. 
Dairy Produce— 
Butter, factory ye 20.05 
Cheese, mild ye ae ? 15.20 
Eggs, new laid os . . ’ 22.40 
Bacon, rashers be 7 y 7.40 
Milk, condensed... 4 i 145 
» fresh ate ee ¥ 400 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin 
ID as 
steak, rum 
i ae cbuck®... 
» sausages xe 
Beef (corned) silver- 
side 
FP ne brisket 
Mutton, leg cs 
»  forequarter 
ie DD ae 
chops, loin 
” leg 
Pork, leg re 
» loin me 
chops 12. 
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> 


w 
MANOONN DOHFNOUWFS ONUDE 


UAW BONY AHOKHANOUWRANAD. 
w 


MAW WONN HOHFNOUWS DNUD 


w 
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He HW 
HHH 
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DHHH 
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KH 
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H 
-) 

H 

io) 
HHH 


+50 


Cann 


+75 
+790 
-49 


7 
Aang 


aap 
“xIdNgadVy 


00 20. 20. 
-40 5 15.4 
00 
+30 7 17-3 
+45 : 9-4 


.00 . 7+ 


els 20.15 20.05 
.20 3 5.30 
.10 30. .10 
-40 . 17.30 
+45 9.45 9.40 
.00 .00 7.00 


HH HD 


HH 
QaAansds 
NONNWO 





No 





-60 . 10. 
.90 5 9. 
.60 B 17.20 
9. 
00 00 8.00 


4 
a 


+30 
.90 
.60 
+20 
-60 


-20 +70 11.70 
- 60 +00 10.00 
-30 ¥ 17.60 
20 ~40 10.60 
.80 -80 7.90 


Oro 

ve) 
H 

Orn 


H 
N 

4 
N 


” 


HW 
° 





NI DU wo 
NI OM 
: 
4 
nO 


~ 


65 9.65 
.60 7-45 
75 8.65 
+75 5-75 
aS. 8.20 
10 9.10 
-60 9-55 
.60 11.50 
I.90 11.80 
-00 12.00 


+95 
-00 
85 
-80 
. 60 
+790 
-60 
go 
00 
30 


.00 
+90 
.90 
85 
+55 
-10 
.50 
-60 
1.90 
,10 


+95 9-75 +95 10.05 +95 
+20 .65 +75 7.70 +70 
-10 23 -60 9.70 +55 
+90 +25 rt 6.55 -45 
-55 60 “75 8.80 
+70 +70 -80 9-75 +75 
+70 8.80 10.10 9.95 10,00 
-90 11.70 II.50 11.50 Ir.50 
-00 II.90 11.60 II.70 11.80 
-30 12.15 12.00 12.00 {2.00 
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NotEe.—Comparative figures for months of 1942 appear in Nos, 167=}70 of Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics. 





(02) 





Article. 





Groceries, &c.— 

Bread ne wie 
Flour, ordinary 

» Sself-raising 
Tea aa 
Sugar ne ‘is 
Rice (Australian) 
Sago Sie te 
Jam, plum 
Golden Syrup 
Oats, flaked 
Raisins, seeded 
Currants .. 
Apricots, dried 
Peaches, canned 
Pears, canned 
Salmon, in tins 
Potatoes 
Onions, brown 
Soap i 
Kerosene .. 

Dairy Produce— 
Butter, factory 
Cheese, mild 
Eggs, new laid 
Bacon, rashers 
Milk, condensed 

», fresh 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin 
9, xib 
» &Steak,rump .. 
” » chuck .. 
> Sausages SA 

Beef (corned) silver- 

side 

a ‘iH brisket 
Mutton, leg ae 
D forequarter 

ny loin ar 

ae chops, loin 

” ” leg 

Pork, leg oe 

» loin 

» chops 





Sxotion I.—continued. 
Hobart : Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1941. 








Unit. | January. | February.| March. April. May. June. July. August. |September.| October. | November.| Necember. Bab iat 
d. d. d. d. d, d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. 

2 Ib. 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 5.50 
ae 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.10 4.10 4.10 4.10 4.10 4.10 4.15 
” 7-70 7.65 7-65 7.65 7.65 7.65 7-70 7.70 7-55 7.65 7-65 7-65 7.65 
Ib. 32.90 33-10 33.10 33.15 34-95 35-05 35-85 36.85 38.85 40.90 40.90 42.90 36.54 
1; 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4,00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 
” 3.80 3.80 3.85 3-85 3-85 3.85 3.90 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 
v 4-55 4.60 4.65 4.75 4.85 5.05 5.20 5.30 5-55 5-55 5.65 5.65 5.19 

14 lb. 8.60 8.60 8.60 8.60 8.60 8.65 8.80 8.85 8.85 8.85 8.90 8.95 8.74 
2 lb. 8.20 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.28 
Ib. 3-75 3.73 3.73 3-73 3.98 3-93 4.13 4-13 4.13 4.13 4.13 4-13 3.07 
is II.00 II.00 II.00 II,00 II.05 II.20 II.25 II.30 11.35 11.35 I1.35 11.60 II.20 
i 9.80 9.80 9.85 9.85 9.94 10.10 10.06 10.19 10.19 10.19 10.28 10.33 10.05 
a 17.57 18.14 18.14 17.75 17.90 17.58 17.61 17.22 17.22 17.63 17.22 17.22 17.60 

30 OZ. 11.55 II.55 II.55 11.55 II.55 11.60 11.60 I1.60 11.60 11.60 11.60 11.60 11.58 
ay II.55 11.65 Ir.65 1r.65 11.65 ET.70 II.70 II.70 II.70 I1I.70 II.70 II.70 11.67 
Ib. 17.67 19.14 19.50 19.50 19.83 20,14 19.83 19.57 19.57 19.83 20.33 20.80 19.64 
7 |b. 16.11 14.02 10.31 9.51 8.91 7.28 6.90 6.72 6.46 6.52 6.68 10.34 9.15 
lb. 3-95 3-55 2.75 2.75 2.65 2.60 2.70 3-45 4.06 4-50 4.50 3-56 3.42 
ie 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 

quart 6.25 6.26 6.28 6.28 6.28 6.28 6.71 6.71 6.71 7.00 7.00 7.02 6.57 
Ib. 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20,00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20,00 20.00 20.00 20,00 
” 14.13 14.13 14.13 14.13 14.13 14.13 14.38 14.56 14.67 14.78 14.89 15.00 14.42 
doz. 12.35 22.00 18.00 27.90 29.00 27.90 22.15 17.60 12.20 14.30 14.20 17.90 19.63 
Ib. 17.40 17.40 17.40 17.40 17.40 17.25 17.35 17.40 17.40 17.50 17.50 17.50 17.41 
tin 9.75 9.75 9.80 9.80 9.80 9.80 9.80 9.80 9.80 9.80 9.80 9.80 9.79 

quart 6.67 6.67 6.78 6.67 6.67 7 Apo 3 Flt GD Ss 7.11 Fetr Ce F Pink 6.94 
lb. 10.50 10,60 10.50 10.50 10,30 10.40 10.65 II.05 II.45 II.50 11.56 11.20 10.85 
» 9.20 9.30 9-35 9.25 9.05 9.05 ° 9.30 10.00 10.25 10.00 10.00 9.75 9.54 
” 15.00 15.00 15.10 15.10 15.10 14.90 15.20 15.30 15.70 15.90 16.22 16.00 15.38 
aa 8.80 8.70 8.75 8.70 8.60 8.60 8.70 9.00 9.45 9.45 9.45 9.35 8.96 
A 7.20 7.10 7.00 7.00 6.90 6.90 6.90 6.90 6.70 6.80 6.78 6.70 6.91 
y 10.50 10.50 10.40 10.40 10.50 10.50 10.65 10.95 II.30 10.95 BB op at 10.90 10.72 
ff 8.90 8.80 8.70 8.70 8.85 8.85 8.90 9.25 9.60 9.15 9-15 8.95 8.98 
nh 9.30 9.00 8.80 8.80 A) 7.65 7-95 8.25 9.00 9.35 9.28 8.70 8.65 
” 5.95 5.65 5-45 5.45 4.65 4.70 4.85 5.00 6.15 5.35 6.44 5.65 5.52 
” 8.35 8.35 7-90 7-90 7-15 7-15 7-30 7-50 8.05 8.35 8.17 7-50 7.81 
A 9.80 9.90 9.40 9.60 8.65 8.80 9.00 9.00 9.30 9.80 9.50 9.20 9.33 
a 10.50 10.30 10.00 10.00 9.05 9.00 9.20 9.20 9.90 10,35 10.11 9.90 9.79 
a 12.20 12.30 12.10 13.00 12.40 12.40 12.40 13.00 13.10 13.10 12.78 12.80 12.63 
A 12.50 I2.40 12.10 13.10 12.40 12.50 12.70 13.00 13.60 13.40 13.22 12.90 12.82 
i 13.00 13.20 12.80 13.70 12.90 12.80 13.10 13.30 13.80 13.80 13.67 13.30 13.28 














Note.—Comparative figures for months of 1942 appear in Nos. 
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APPENDIX. 


Section IT, 


Weekly House Rents (a) in Metropolitan and Country Towns. 





WEIGHTED AVERAGE WEEKLY RENTS FOR 4 AND 5 
Rooms COMBINED. 





1938. 1940. 1941. 





8. d. . a. 8. d, 
Nzgw SouTrH WALES— 
Sydney ac oe ats oe 22 23 
Newcastle .. ae ue we 19 20 
Broken Hill oe Ot ee 15 16 
Goulburn .. oe oe ee 8 18 
Bathurst .. <e ue a 17 17 





Weighted Average .. Ah *6 22 22 





VictoRIA— 
Melbourne .. as ate is 21 
Ballarat .. nO sie ee 14 
Bendigo .. oe oe oe 14 
Geelong... HG ee . 19 
Warrnambool oe ae oe 19 








Welghted Average .. ae we 20 


QuEENSLAND— 
Brisbane .. 305 AO wie 18 
Toowoomba ae os a 17 
Rockhampton ave A oe 16 
Townsville .. ae ae we 18 
Bundaberg .. AG Ab ee 13 


Welghted Average .. ae AG {8 


SouTH AUSTRALIA— 
Adelaide .. Ae Re we 19 19 
Kadina, etc. Ne we ne 8 8 
Port Pirie .. ee ee oe 14 14 
Mount Gambier : oe a 14 14 
Peterborough Of oe AG 15 15 





Weighted Average .. B55 ots 18 19 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA— 
Perth aa oe we oe 19 19 
Kalgoorlie .. a: oe we 27 27 
Northam .. Ae ae ae 18 18 
Bunbury .. ae ee os 20 21 
Geraldton .. ee Sie ate 22 22 


Weighted Average .. AG : 20 20 


TasMANIA— 
Hobart hc oe oe oy 20 20 20 
Launceston oe ee ar 18 19 19 
Burnie is ee oe So 17 17 17 
Devonport .. se ale ae 15 16 16 
Queenstown A AG Sie 16 16 17 


Welghted Average .. a AO 19 19 19 
Weighted Average, Australia .. ae 20 21 21 


DYHDH 
NH ONO 
RYHDH 

Oo aw 


i) 


rm 
o 
LJ 
So 

















(a) The rents are shown to the nearest penny. 
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SECTION IlI.—RETAIL PRICES. 


‘‘ Court »? Series Index.*—In the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration— 
Quarterly Retail Prices Index N ‘umbers.—Food, Groceries, Housing (4 and 5 rooms), 
Clothing and Miscellaneous Household Expenditure.—‘‘ Court’? Series for 
September Quarter, 1941, to December Quarter, 1942. 


(Base : Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1923-27 = 81.0.) 





194%. 1942. 








Cities and Towns. 
September | December | March June September] December 
Quarter. Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. 





New Sourn WaLes— 
Sydney .. ae sie 83. 84. 
Newcastle ee oe 80. 82. 
Broken Hill Se 5 84.6 86. 
Goulburn ae ae 81. 82. 
Bathurst AD ae 78. 80. 


Weighted Average—5 Towns 83. 84. 








VICcTORIA— 
Melbourne ae an . 83. 
Ballarat .. ae ats . 78. 
Bendigo .. ne an 78. 79- 
Geelong .. 81. 


Warrnambool ~ Se . 82. 





Weighted Average—5 Towns a 82. 








QUEENSLAND— 
Brisbane 
Toowoomba 
Rockhampton 
Townsville 
Bundaberg 


UN OHA 





oo 


Weighted Average—s5 Towns 





SouTH AUSTRALIA — 
Adelaide as ats 
Kadina, Moonta, Wallaroo .. 
Port Pirie “s oe 
Mount Gambier 
Peterbororgh 





Weighted Average—s5 Towns 





WHSTERN AUSTRALIA— 
Perth, Fremantle .. 
Kalgoorlie, Boulder 
Northam a 
Bunbury 
Geraldton 


Weighted Average—s5 Towns 








TASMANIA— 
Hobart .. as os ; 
Launceston ae ee 5 79. 
Burnie .. ae bir 5 79. 
Devonport ae aa =o 78.3 
Queenstown on as 9.6 80. 





Weighted Average—s Towns - 81. 





Weighted Average—30 Towns od 83. 





Weighted Average—6 Capitals : 83. 


| 


SPECIAL TOWNS WEIGHTED AVERAGES. 








Charters Towers (Q.) as 8.5 55 : 84.4 85.6 
Warwick (Q.) se a -I : : 81.0 82.3 
Port Augusta (8.).. ve 79.6 : : 84.6 86. 

















* See page 29 for explanation. 





APPENDIX. 


Section VI. 


COMPARATIVE INDEX-NUMBERS FOR THE SIX CAPITAL CITIES COMBINED. 
(* Base of Hach Section: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1911 = 1,000.) 
Retail Price Index-numbers. 





Percentage of 
Food All Nominal 
Fy Unemploy- 
Food ing | Groceries|Items of | Wages Ploy 
and red and | House- | Adult ene pti 
Grocer- | \+ S| Housing| hold Ex-| Males. rade 
tes, Rooms), (4and5 | pendi- Unionists. 
Rooms).| ture. 





Year— 
I9QIX Bt . 1,000 b 1,000 1,000 |b 1,000 
IQI4 O oe 1,082 1,140 1,081 948 
1921 oo 1,410 x 1,680 1,826 1,087 
1929 - oe 1,754 1,713 1,972 I,15r 
1931 ae . . 1,473 1,448 1,752 1,210 


1938 ts. “ 1,540 1,488 | 1,799 | 3,211 
1939 oe oo 1,577 ; 1,526 1,846 1,211 
1940 - : . 1,590 1,588 1,889 1,190 
1941 . .- . 1,595 1,673 1,997 1,194 
Q 7982 NG oe a 1,596 1,809 2,164 1,196 
uarter— 
1932. 
March .. . we 1,358 1,403 1,680 1,197 
June ae e ee 1,345 1,389 1,672 1,204 
September ° .- 1,327 1,370 1,608 1,174 
December < oe 1,314 1,346 1,597 1,186 
1933. 
March .. on 1,318 1,327 1,585 1,194 
June ie . oe 1,314 1,334 1,595 1,196 
September ae . 1,311 1,340 1,587 1,184 
December . an 1,311 1,337 1,570 1,174 
1934. 
March .. AD o. 1,315 1,344 1,572 1,170 
June ee An A 1,319 1,358 1,592 1,172 
September S ee 1,331 1,357 1,596 1,176 
December ee es 1,332 1,361 1,599 1,175 
1935. 
March .. at mo 1,356 1,368 1,607 1,175 
June ate 58 AG 1,363 2 1,371 1,609 1,174 
September ee On 1,379 1,389 1,613 1,161 
December 60 1,390 1,391 1,620 1,165 
1936, 
March .. ma as 1,413 1,391 1,623 1,167 
June fe oe fe 1,425 1,397 1,629 1,166 
September 6 Bn 1,449 1,420 1,641 1,156 
December are an 1,461 1,430 1,659 1,160 
1937. 
March .. 5 Be 1,470 1,433 1,662 1,160 
June ae ve ae 1,483 1,441 1,680 1,166 
September : Ge 1,499 1,454 1,721 1,184 
December a oe 1,510 1,465 1,763 1,203 
1938. 
March .. 7 we 1,521 
June ate AG Oc: 1,534 
September ae 1,547 
December oe ue 1,559 
1939. 
March .. 5 ve 1,568 
June se . sis 1,575 
September ate ae 1,582 
December ie Ae 1,584 
1940. 
Morch.. ce oe 1,587 
June as se AB 1,589 
September ae ote 1,591 
December ab Arc 1,593 
1941. 
March .. eye oe 1,595 
June ae ab ine 1,595 
September ie Be ‘ 1,595 
December ie Ob 1,596 
1942, 
March .. aD aie ; 1,597 4 2,091 1,198 
June ae Ao ate ; 1,596 7 2,127 1,186 
September an a6 1,595 ; 835 2,182 1,189 
December bo ye 88 1,595 7 | 2,257 1,213 
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1,467 1,778 I 
1,482 1,787 I 
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1,500 1,806 
I,50I 1,823 
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1,524 1,826 1,198 
1,522 1,847 1,214 
1,854 1,220 
1,858 1,210 
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1,864 1,209 
1,875 1,184 
1,903 1,197 
1,912 1,169 
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1,966 I,IQr 
1,984 1,195 
2,002 1,195 
2,034 1,192 
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(a) Index of nominal weekly wage rates for adult males divided by ‘‘ C”’ series index of retail prices. 

(0) Taken back from true base (November, 1914) by means of the Food and Rent of All Houses (Cay. 
Series) Index. 

*The index-numbers given in the separate columns of the table cannot be compared with each other 
{n order to show, for example, the relative cost of housing, and food and groceries, since the cost in IQry 
in each group or combination is made equal to 1,000. 
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NOTE.—Where the page indicated does not appear in this issue it refers to the Report 


for 1940, No. 31. 


INDEX. 


Accidents, Industrial : 
Acts, Regulating Industrial Matters 
Unemployment Relief 
Agreements Filed 6 
in Force 
All Items (“C” ‘Series) Index 
Appendix 
Arbitration, ae 
Acts Regulating ne 
Commonwealth Court 
Organizations Registered 
State Tribunals 
Arbitrator, Public Service 
“« A” (All Houses) Series Index 
Associations— 
Employers’ 
Labour (Employees’ ) 


Awards in Force 
Made 


Basic Materials and Foodstuffs Wholesale Price Index 


Basic Wage, and Child Endowment 
Commonwealth, ‘‘ Harvester ” 
“‘Lag” in Adjustments .. 

1934 Inquiry .. 

1937 Inquiry .. 

1940 Inquiry .. 

Rates Operative : 
Royal Commission, 1920 .. 
States, Rates, &c. 

Boards, Wages and Industrial 

“B” Series Index : 

Central Labour Organizations 

Child Endowment 

Clothing, Price Index- numbers 
Regimen 

Coal-Mines—Accidents 

Disputes 


Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration j 


Comparative Index-numbers (1911 base) 
Composite Unit, Retail Prices : 
Consumption Weights, Retail Prices 
Conferences, International Labour. . 

Statisticians’ re Retail Prices .. 
**¢” (All Items) Series Index 
‘* Court ’’ Series Index Aa 
“D” (Harvester—All Items) Series Index .. 
Department of Labour and National Service 
Determinations Made ate 3 

In Force 
Disputes, Industrial 

Causes 

Duration .. 

Methods of Settlement 

Principal 

Results ae 

Working Days Lost, 1913 to 1942 (Graph) 
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InDEXx*—continued. 


PAGE. 
Effective or Real Wages a0 aie as she oe 60, 162, viii 
Employees’ Associations . . 35 se te se 36 129, 136 
Employers’ Associations SE Ae oe 58 ee ran 196 
Employment, Direct Measures of .. aa BS Sr a0 ar 82 
Indexes, Factories .. fe ‘ An se Fu .. 83, 86 
New South Wales ic ae ais se ae 84, 85, 86 
Queensland... AG sis es Ac a .. 84, 86 
Retail Stores .. Svs ere Be 8 ae .. 84, 86 
Tasmania ae as are ye rs an BOA OF 
Seasonal .. ae SU “ie Le are se, es 87 
State Labour Exchanges Oe ao 5G Ws se ae 125 
Total, Australia ie ae as ae xe oc se 82 
Youth 58 sie ane xs fc a ie ic 123 
Endowment, Family ve Ag Bt a ns ae aye 79 
Exchanges, State Labour 0 30 ee Bo a oe 125 
Factories, Employment Index as ae 56 oe st .. 83, 86 
Family Endowment : ts He as at ae 79 
Unit, Commonw ealth Court We nye re AG , +) OF, 72 
State Tribunals (Table) 50 Ae 50) 5G ee 79 
Federations, Trade Unions ae af =e o6 50 is 134 
Females, Hours of Labour ate ao nts -» 54s 57, 59, 159 
Minimum Occupational Wage Rates .. Be a ote aa 159 
Rates of Wage, Weighted Average ate aNs 4A 5g 51, 54, 57 
Field Officers, Appointment Oe re AC 5 ae ar I 
Food and Groceries— 
Index-num bers ae fe BO ate «+9, 14, 25, 27, 30, 137, 162 
1911 Base ae sts a ae 5 “te. 262 
Regimen... ae ws ae as ot Be 3, 25, 27, 30 
Various Countries... 0 Be oe ee 5p ae 33 
Graphs— 
Disputes, Working Days Lost, 1913 to 1942 vii 
Wholesale and Retail Prices, Nominal and Effective or Real W age Index-numbers — viii 
Harvester—All Items (‘‘ D” Renee) Index .. os as ie as 29 
‘* Harvester ’” Wage Be aS a6 40 Or Si 67 
Hours of Labour me a are ate St ae ne 47 
Females... 50 AE BC are ve Ne 54, 59, 159 
Males a6 oie 36 ae as we 30 53, 58, 145 
Housing— 
All Houses (1911 Base) me ne are ae ne ar 28 
Changes in Computation aie a ie ots fe a 25 
Four and Five Rooms ts a a i ws 10,~16, 22, 102 
Weekly Rent Averages wr ae ae Bre ate Sf 143 
Index-numbers— 
Employment so ae ats an ate nit ae 82 
Hours of Labour-— 
Females se of oe ae re “ is 59 
Males .. se BA ae Ae Br ar ris 58 
Retail Prices— 
«A (All Houses) Series (1911 base) ae ais BO are 28 
Average Prices, Food and Groceries st ae ave a 137 
Base Periods .. we We 50 A or e; 7 
Basis of ate ae 3 ee an sie is 9 
* B ”’ Series é Se te ae os oe) 9, 17, 28 
“C” (All Items) Series ae ; Ar ais s, 14> 22, 28, 162 
Clothing AG : S0 Ys an is 18 
Yollection of Returns Be ate Gs ie 56 ap I 
Comparative (1911 base) os AY oe oa ae 162 
Compilation oe a oe oe a Da xe I 
Conversion Factors AC ne ae ae 30 a 8 
“Court ’’ Series a oe a 29, 71, 144 
“DPD” (Harvester—All Items) Series sts oe we ee 29 
Food and Groceries af ae dc oa .-9, 14, 25, 27, 30, 
137, 162 


* See Note on page 167. 
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InDEX*—continued. 


Index-numbers—continued. 
Retail Prices—continued. 
Housing— 
All Houses 
Four and Five Rooms 
International Comparisons 
Mass Units ae 
Methods of Tabulation 
Miscellaneous Household Requirements 
Population Weights for Towns 
Publication 
Relative Cost of each Group of Items 


Relative Importance of Items and Groups .. 


Relative Merits .. 
Series, Explanation of 
Thirty Towns 
Two Hundred Towns 
Wage Variations on 
Wages— 
Effective or Real 
Nominal— 
Females 
Males 
Wholesale Prices— 
Basic Materials and Foodstuffs 
Melbourne 
Regimen 
Industrial—Accidents 
Agreements Filed 
Boards ac 
Disputes (See Disputes). 
Legislation 
Tribunals, Acts 
Methods of Administration 
Operations : 
International, Labour Conferences. . 
Retail Price Index-numbers 
Interstate Organizations, Trade Unions 
Labour, Conferences, International : 
Department of, and National Service 
Exchanges, State 
Organizations 
Central 
‘Lag’ in Adjustments of Basic Wage 
Laws, Regulating Industrial Matters 
Legislation, Industrial 
Unemployment Relief. . 
Lockouts (See Disputes). 
Males, Hours of Labour .. 
Minimum Occupational Wage Rates 
Rates of Wage Weighted Average 
Mass Units— See x Wi eights ee 
Membership, Trade Unions 
Mining Accidents 
Miscellaneous Items, Retail Prices, Regimen 
Index-numbers an 
Multipliers, Retail Prices 
Occupational Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour 
Operations, Industrial Tribunals 
Organizations, Central Labour 
Employers .. 
Registered 
Trade Unions 
Population, Weights 


* See Note on page 167. 
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InDEx*—continued. 
Page. 
Prices, Average Retail, Capital Cities 5¢ at ss ar Ano ey 
International Comparisons : a apie sls 33 
Publication of Retail Prices and Price Index- numbers 56 Sti ie 23 
Retail, Index-numbers Be ae AO Ai sis ts I 
Wholesale, Index-numbers... 66 Be A or ae 33 
Production, Value of “re oe ie oes ae A oe 63 
Productive Activity ne AD ae ae ah : 63 
Public Service Arbitrator fs ate oe a "30, 41, 43; 46, 80 
Rates of Wage ; 
Ration Scales, Unemployment Relief 56 AG Se nc ‘T09, 116 
Real or Effective Wages 5 AG 40 Gn AG 60, 162, viii 
Regimens— 
Retail Prices 36 ie iis 50 See yf 
All Items (‘C” Series) Index ae oe oe a0 AD 3 
Changes ac me 5 ats an 25 
Clothing ne) ne at we eer AZO. 
Cost, Pe reentage Distribution of .. ae 8 of Bee SHY) 
Food and Groceries 3 
3roups and Sections 
Miscellaneous Items 
Wholesale prices 
Registered Organizations 
Relief of Unemployment 
Rents.—See ‘* Housing ” 
Retail Prices— 
All Items (‘‘ C ” Series) Index 
‘** A” (All Houses) Series Index 
Australia and Other Countries 
Average Monthly, Capital Cities ae ne ets as . 
‘““B” Series Index .. a we as MeO Li7are 
Clothing, Index-numbers 
Regimen 
Collection of Returns 
Compilation of Indexes 
Composite Unit ; 58 at Be ae a 
all O iad (All Items) Series Index ie BS 65 we) Id,( 22:20, Loe 
“Court ” Series Index ve Be es at 29, 71, 144 
“1D” (Harvester—All Items) ‘Series es AY ia ets x 29 
Food and Groceries .. ae aD an Pi 9, 23, 30, 137, 162 
Graph , Be ni ae avs te ae viii 
Housing, ‘‘ All Houses ” re oe ate BG ne 28 
Four and Five rooms te iD AG .. 10, 16, 22, 162 
International Comparisons. . ar ae an Me ne 925 89 
Mass Units a0 ee te BA AG Seu eS 
Methods of T abulation ; ae 50 50 are 70 8 
Miscellaneous Items, Index- numbers af ac a at a 19 
Regimen 
Publication. . 
Regimen 
Relative Cost of each Group of Items 
Relative pupereenes © of Items and ite 4s 
Thirty Towns : 5 
Two Hundred Towns 
Wage Variations 
War Hae Increases 
Retail Stores, Employment : 
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, 1920 
Seasonal Employment a 
Series of Index- numbers—Explanation 
State Labour Exchanges ‘i 
Tribunals . oe 
Statisticians’ Conference a 
Strikes and Lockouts—See “‘ Disputes” 
Sustenance, Rates 
Number in Receipt of 
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* See Note « on page 167. 
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Thirty Towns Retail Price Index-numbers .. 
Towns, Population Weights 
Trade Unions, Classified by Numbers of Members 
Industrial Groups 
Interstate or Federated 
Number and Membership 
Percentage to Total Wage and Salary Earners 
Unemployment Amongst Members 
Two Hundred Towns Retail Price Index-numbers 
Unemployment (see also Employment). 
Relief Funds At: A 
Legislation and Taxation 
Sustenance, Number on 
Rates 
Summary, all States 
State Labour Exchanges 
Trade Unions, General 
Australia 
Causes 
States 
Wage and Salary Earners, Ney Ww - South Ww ales 
Unions, Trade an 
Wage and Salary Earners, Total Num bers 
Wages, Acts Regulating .. ave 
Basic—(See ‘‘ Basic Wage ’’). 
Boards, Authorized .. 
Effective or Real 
Graph ‘ 
ead Weekly, Males 
Females 
hourly, Males 
Females 
Occupational Rates, Males 
Females . . 
Variations on Index-numbers . . 
Weights— 
Population 
Regimen— 
Retail Prices 
Wholesale prices 
Wholesale Prices— 
Basic Materials and Foodstuffs 
Melbourne Index— 
Graph .. : 
Grouping of Commodities 
Index-numbers .. 
Regimen 
Variations since 1914 
Youth Employment 





* See Note on page 167, 
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